
SENSES, COGNITION, AND RITUAL EXPERIENCE
IN THE ROMAN WORLD

How do the senses shape the way we perceive, understand, and
remember ritual experiences? This book applies cognitive and sensory
approaches to Roman rituals, reconnecting readers with religious
experiences as members of an embodied audience. These approaches
allow us to move beyond the literate elites to examine broader
audiences of diverse individuals, who experienced rituals as partici-
pants and/or performers. Case studies of ritual experiences from
a variety of places, spaces, and contexts across the Roman world,
including polytheistic and Christian rituals, state rituals, private
rituals, performances, and processions, demonstrate the dynamic
and broad-scale application that cognitive approaches offer for
ancient religion, paving the way for future interdisciplinary engage-
ment. This title is part of the Flip it Open Programme and may also
be available Open Access. Check our website Cambridge Core for
details.
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This series seeks to take advantage of a critical moment in the development of the
study of ancient religion. This is one in which previous models (especially the sharp
oppositions frequently drawn between ritual and belief, or between the social and
the individual) are increasingly being questioned, and in which scholars of the
ancient world are more and more drawing on cognitive approaches in the search
for new paradigms. The ‘cognitive science of religion’ draws on insights developed in
a wide range of fields: cognitive and evolutionary psychology, social anthropology,
and neurobiology, amongst others. In essence, however, it seeks to understand
religious experience as rooted in the ordinary cognitive capacities of the human
brain. The series covers not only Greek and Roman religion but a range of ancient
cultures from the Mediterranean and Near East, including Greece, Rome, Egypt,
Babylonia, Persia, and Phoenicia, as well as cultures from Iron Age Europe. It will
also explore the implications for the study of these cultures of a range of different
cognitive approaches to religion and will include work by scholars from a wide range
of disciplines in anthropology, the study of religion, evolutionary psychology, and
neuroscience in addition to that by historians and archaeologists of the ancient
world.

Titles in the series:

Cognitive Approaches to Ancient Religious Experience
Esther Eidinow, Armin W. Geertz, and John North
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