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The Definition 
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Few people in my memory have a name that more 
appropriately defines the life they have lived. 
“Charitable purpose” as defined in O.C.G.A. § 

43-17-2 includes any charitable or benevolent purpose 
including health, education, or social welfare. Any-
one who knew Charity Scott knows that she lived a 
life devoted to providing and improving the health of 
her community, the education of law students about 
health law and its use to improve the health of her 
community, and social welfare by addressing the socio-
economic determinants of health. If she had not been 
assigned that name at birth, those of us who knew her 
could have easily assigned Charity as a nickname. 

I can only relate the contributions of Charity to 
health, education, and social welfare that I observed, 
and I suspect that my observations are only a small 
segment of benefits that our society has had bestowed 
upon it by her. So, indulge me as I relate the history 
of Charity’s contributions that I observed, including 
the major influence she has had on me personally. I 
am sure that almost everyone who knew Charity could 
also relate the ways in which she was an influence on 
their lives.

First let me relate what I observed that Charity 
contributed to the organization of the health law bar 
here in Georgia. I first met Charity at meetings of the 
Georgia Academy of Healthcare Attorneys (GAHA), 
an organization that had its roots in the Georgia Hos-
pital Association. Its principal activities were provid-
ing seminars and publications that helped all of us 
who practiced in the area to stay current. It was also 
a vehicle to connect with others who practiced in the 
area. I must confess that I think Charity preceded me 
as a member of GAHA, even though I had been rep-
resenting health care clients for some time, she was, 
as always, leading and helping. She was also present 
in the earliest stages of the organization of State Bar 
of Georgia Health Law Section. She was not just a 
founder of the section, she was always a leader in its 
activities that helped all of us though its continuing 
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legal education efforts. It was at the State Bar Health 
Law Section events that I got to know her, and appre-
ciate the depth of her knowledge and the impact of her 
leadership.

One of the areas of Charity’s focus in her relation-
ship to the State Bar was the initiation of medical-legal 
partnerships. In the past decade or so, while repre-
senting and serving on boards of healthcare providers, 
I have many times seen projects that address “social 
determinants of health” and their impact on patients 
in need and the bottom line of the provider. However, 
Charity was decades ahead of the widespread focus on 
the need to address “social determinants” as part of 

the regular provision of care. In the early 1990’s Char-
ity partnered with Sylvia Caley, who was a lawyer and 
an RN with experience at the Atlanta Legal Aid Soci-
ety. They undertook to get hospitals to participate in 
medical-legal partnerships (MLPs). 

Charity’s efforts to establish MLPs were widespread 
and untiring. One of my law partners had a contact 
on the board of a major charity hospital in the early 
1990s, and Charity and Sylvia approached our firm to 
assist them in presenting the idea of an MLP to a com-
mittee of that major charity hospital. The committee 
approved the formation of the MLP. However, the 
Board, apparently convinced that lawyers were sim-
ply the source of malpractice claims, turned down the 
committee’s recommendation. 

Almost a decade later in the fall of 1999, I 
approached Charity at a Health Law Section of the 
State Bar meeting to see if she had any ideas as to how 
I might help out at Georgia State University College 
of Law when I retired in a few years. She said I should 
contact her when I was closer to retirement, and we 
could figure something out. However, Charity was not 
one to engage in delay, and two weeks later she called 
me and asked if I would teach the Health Care Regu-
lation (now Health Law: Finance & Delivery) course 
the next semester. While I was very busy with my law 
practice at that time, she convinced me that I could 
teach the course in the evenings. I believe that when I 

started teaching the evening course the next semester, 
I was only the second person after Charity at Georgia 
State Law teaching a health law subject, but I was not 
the last. What a fantastic vantage point from which to 
watch Charity at work in being the founding director 
of the Center for Health, Law & Society with its now, I 
believe, eleven distinguished faculty members in addi-
tion to its founder. 

A decade after Charity and Sylvia were turned 
down in their first effort to establish a MLP, they suc-
ceeded in a big way. The general counsel of Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta was much more receptive to the 
idea than previous entities had been.1 The MLP that 

he approved was the initial phase of the Health Law 
Partnership (HeLP). HeLP has grown to place full-
time Atlanta Legal Aid Society lawyers at each of the 
three constituent hospitals of Children’s and at its very 
large outpatient facility. For more than a decade after 
the initiation of HeLP at Children’s, the managing 
attorney of the Legal Aid attorneys assigned to those 
facilities was Sylvia Caley, Charity’s colleague in this 
effort. I am fortunate to have been able to volunteer 
with HeLP and Legal Aid.2

HeLP was much more than an impressive provider 
of legal services. Just a brief summary of the develop-
ments it contributed to and inspired: 

1. Children’s assigned a medical director to provide 
medical expertise to the Legal Aid attorneys and 
connect attorneys with the medical staff; 

2. The related HeLP Legal Services Clinic, which 
provides law students the opportunity to help Chil-
dren’s patients, became the second clinic here at 
the Georgia State University College of Law;3

3. The clinic and Legal Aid established relationships 
with the medical schools and social work programs 
at Emory and Morehouse that include internships 
and rounds (the professor responsible for such 
community outreach at Morehouse Medical School 
is a graduate of the HeLP Clinic); 
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4. From its inception, the legal and medical leaders of 
HeLP have been advocates of MLPs nationally and 
internationally; 

5. Here in Georgia, they advocated for and consulted 
in the establishment of an MLP by the Georgia 
Legal Services Program at the 700-bed teaching 
hospital for Mercer Medical School in Macon, 
Georgia;

6. The Georgia Legislature passed a bill in 2014 that 
endorsed medical-legal partnerships and created a 
process for certifying programs within the state;4

7. Motivated by HeLP and the Macon MLP, the 
Georgia Legislature voted to provide funds in the 
budget for the establishment of MLPs;5 and 

8. Today, four MLPs exist in Georgia, with hopes for 
additional state funds to do more.6

Charity, of course, was also the initiator of and the ini-
tial director of the Center of Law, Health, and Society 
at Georgia State College of Law.7 Under her leader-
ship, that organization grew from the initial course 
she taught to include the HeLP Legal Services Clinic, a 
multitude of courses taught by major national scholars, 
a health law certificate program, an LL.M. degree and 
dual degrees with public health and health administra-
tion. A testament to Charity’s leadership was her abil-
ity to attract outstanding faculty to Georgia State, and 
her ability to encourage and inspire their joint effort in 
establishing a program of the quality that I, for one, am 
very proud. Not to be overlooked is the wisdom shown 
in passing the torch to the leadership first to Professor 
Leslie Wolf and later to Professor Erin Fuse-Brown. 

Not an academic like the other members of the fac-
ulty of the Center for Law, Health & Society, I have 
not viewed Charity from a national perspective. How-
ever, I have attended national meetings and observed 
the regard in which she was received by colleagues 
from other law schools, and I know she was held in 
high esteem by them. How could the Charity that I 
observed not be? Perhaps the best evidence of that 
national regard is the standing of the Center for Law, 
Health, & Society that she founded. To be careful so as 
not to inspire the competition too much, I must add 
to the tribute to the legacy of Charity the observation 
that she built from the ground up the number one 
health law program in the country.

I cannot conclude with just a recitation of accom-
plishments by Charity. Even with no such accomplish-
ments, those of us who knew her would have been 
inspired by her caring approach for her students and 
colleagues and her dedication to addressing the needs 
of the less fortunate of our society.
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