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ABSTRACTS

SociaL RevoLuTioNs AND Mass MiLITARY MOBILIZATION
By T. SKOCPOL

Despite their limited accomplishments in promoting economic development, the authori-
tarian regimes brought to power through social-revolutionary transformations—from the
French Revolution of the 18th century to the Iranian Revolution of the present—have ex-
celled at conducting humanly costly wars with a special fusion of popular zeal, meritocratic
professionalism, and central coordination. Revolutionary elites, whether communist or not,
have been able to build the strongest states in those countries whose geopolitical circumstances
allowed the emerging new regimes to become engaged in protracted and labor-intensive in-
ternational warfare.

SCIENCE AND SOVIETOLOGYI
BRIDGING THE METHODS GAP IN SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY STUDIES
By J. SNYDER

Specialists in the study of Soviet foreign policy increasingly feel torn between the positivist.
culture of political science departments and the holistic traditions of the Soviet area-studies
programs. In fact, these approaches are largely complementary. Examples taken from litera-
ture on Soviet security policy and on the domestic sources of Soviet expansionism show how
positivist theories and methods can be used to clarify holist (or traditionalist) arguments, to
sharpen debates, to suggest more telling tests, and to invigorate the field’s research agenda.

LerT-LIBERTARIAN PARTIES:
EXPLAINING INNOVATION IN COMPETITIVE PARTY SYSTEMS
By H. P. KITSCHELT

Since the 1960s, new left-socialist or ecology parties have appeared in approximately half
of the advanced Western democracies. These parties have a common set of egalitarian and
libertarian tenets and appeal to younger, educated voters. The author uses macropolitical and
economic data to explain the electoral success of these left-libertarian parties. While high lev-
els of economic development are favorable preconditions for their emergence, they are best
explained in terms of domestic political opportunity structures. There is little evidence that
these parties are a reaction to economic and social crises in advanced democracies. The find-
ings suggest that the rise of left-libertarian parties is the result of a new cleavage mobilized in
democratic party systems rather than of transient protest.

NEOREALISM AND NEOLIBERALISM
By].S.NYE, JR.

The classic dialectic between Realist and Liberal theories of international politics, as ex-
pressed by Robert O. Keohane, ed., in Neorealism and Its Critics and Richard Rosecrance in
The Rise of the Trading State, can be transcended. Neither paradigm singularly explains inter-
national behavior: Realism is the dominant approach, but liberal theories of transnationalism
and interdependence help to illuminate how national interests are learned and changed.
Keohane and fellow critics argue that Neorealism—articulated definitively in Kenneth Waltz's
Theory of International Politics (1979)—elegantly systematizes Realism, but concentrates on in-
ternational system structure at the expense of system process. Focused tightly on the concept
of bipolarity, Waltz’s theory tends tow a:d stasis; the unit (state) level unproductively becomes
an analyii-al “dumping ground.” As a Neoliberal counterpoint, Rosecrance’s argument does
not go far enough. In the tradition of commercial liberalism, he argues that an open trading
system offers states maneuverability through economic growth rather than through military
conquest. He tempers his argument with Realist considerations of prudence, but fails to clar-
ify Realist-Liberal links in his theory, or to explore fully the connections between power and
non-power incentives influencing states’ behavior. A synthesis of Neorealism and Neoliber-
alism is warranted: a systemic theory using the former to analyze at the level of structure, the
latter more often at the level of process.
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StATE, SociaL ELiTEs, AND GOVERNMENT CAPACITY IN SOUTHEAST AsiA
By D. K. CRONE

The signal performances of Southeast Asian countries in attaining economic growth and
political stability are frequently explained by cultural and policy factors. Recent research sug-
gests, however, that the role of the state is extensive and central to economic and political
goals. The present approach to the comparative evaluation of state capacities attempts to ac-
count for the variations and nuances of the performance of Southeast Asian states. The struc-
ture of political support and available means of social control provide relatively greater ca-
pacity to state elites in Singapore and Malaysia, and less capacity to state elites in the
Philippines and Indonesia; Thailand is an intermediate case.

A VIEwW FROM ZAIRE
By P. BOYLE

This review of recent books on Zaire examines how the changing salience of the issues of
ethnicity, class, and the state exhibit shifts in academic perspectives and especially in percep-
tions of how best to account for and articulate the characteristics of political life in contem-
porary Zaire. The authors’ views on the dynamics of class formation within a situation of in-
creasing socioeconomic inequality and state decline raise questions about how or to what
degree the Mobutu regime has managed to institutionalize a kind of “authority” and “polit-
ical order” over the past twenty years. The case of Zaire challenges the meaning of “institu-
tionalization” because the most clearly identifiable practices in Zaire have centered on finding
efficient means for appropriating whatever political and economic resources are at hand.
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weekly press and academic journals. I read it for useful background and insights.’
Andrew Knight, chief executive of the Daily Telegraph
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recommend it to anyone who wants a greater depth and specialist expertise on a range of
topics of current interest. ’ John Tusa, Managing Director, BBC External Services
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New From Princeton

Patterns of Development in Latin America s
Poverty, Repression, and Economic Strategy
John Sheahan

In this major work an economist with long experience as an advisor in developing
countries explores the conflict between market forces and political reform that has
led straight into Latin America’s most serious problems. John Sheahan addresses
three central concerns: the persistence of poverty in Latin American countries
despite rising national incomes; the connection between economic troubles and
political repression; and the relationships between Latin America and the rest of the
world in trade and finance.

Paper: $12.95 ISBN 0-691-02264-X Cloth: $47.50 ISBN 0-691-07735-5

Reversal of Development in Argentina
Postwar Counterrevolutionary Policies and Their Structural
Consequences

Carlos H. Waisman

It has become a commonplace to attribute the post-World War II decline of
Argentina (the “Argentine riddle’) to generalized qualities of the Peronist regime.
Carlos Waisman pinpoints the specific beliefs that led the Peronists unwittingly to
transform their country from a relatively prosperous *land of recent settlement,”
like Australia and Canada, to an impoverished and underdeveloped society
resembling the rest of Latin America.

Argentina’s deviant evolution has important implications for theories of develop-
ment, the state, and social movements.

Paper: $14.50 ISBN 0-691-02266-6 Cloth: $40.00 ISBN 0-691-07740-1

Textiles and Capitalism in Mexico
An Economic History of the Obrajes, 1539-1840
Richard J. Salvucci

The obrajes, or native textile manufactories, were primary agents of developing
capitalism in colonial Mexico. Drawing on peviously unknown or unexplored ar-
chival sources, Richard Salvucci uses standard economic theory and simple
measurement to analyze the obraje and its inability to survive Mexico’s integration
into the world market after 1790.

Cloth: $40.00 ISBN 0-691-07749-5
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