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To Our Beloved Son
Luciano Rubio

Prior General of the Order of St. Augustine

Paulus PP. VI

Beloved Son,

Greetings and Our Apostolic Benediction.

The particularly significant anniversary of Gregor Mendel in this year will be
celebrated by your brethren according to your wise dispositions as well as, sponta-
neously, by all scientists.

We do not wish to remain indifferent to these celebrations and, since praising
lofty and virtuous minds is also Our fitting and welcome task, We are glad and will-
ing to add splendour to Gregor Mendel’s name.

On the eighth day in the coming month of March a century will have passed
since this great and pious brother-member of your monastery at Briinn in Bohemia,
precisely where he had been studying natural phenomena, having submitted a
report to the Society for Natural Science Research founded there, presented another
and conclusive one a month later, entitled « Versuche tber Pflanzenhybriden ».

This report dealt with the felicitous and unchallengeable results of the expe-
riments he had been carrying out for a decade in the garden of his monastery by
selecting and crossing varieties of a plant called pisum sativum in a new and different
manner, with constant diligence, and by means of the wise and very reliable
interpretation he expressed in algebraic formulae.
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According to scientists, calculations disclose and indicate laws. When these are
available, hypotheses contrasting with them are erroneous, even when they are the
fruit of careful elaboration and are widely accepted, and hence loose all credit.

To introduce calculations into his investigations and to set himself such an aim,
Gregor Mendel certainly had to constrict the excellency of his own mind; mathemat-
ics, in which he was extremely well versed, assisted him greatly. One could, how-
ever, assume that they were not wrong who thought that he chose that particular
method of research because he was led thereto by the words of the Blessed Father
Augustine who took delight in discovering and assessing the numbers of things — both
great and small — in order to penetrate and then to admire Divine Wisdom and the
wonderful harmony of its creation.

‘“ Since... in the sacred writings wisdom is said to go firmly from one end to the
other gently arranging everything (Sap. 8, 1), the power through which God firmly
goes from one end to the other might be called calculation, while the virtue by which
God gently arranges everything might be fittingly called wisdom, because both are
parts of one and the same wisdom ” (De lib. arbitrio 11, 30).

Gregor Mendel’s findings, however, were absolutely ignored. They were rediscover-
ed very much later, and from the strength they contained there emerged effica-
cious ways both for the study of those characteristics which, through heredity, are
transmitted from generations to generations and for the study of the means for such
transmittance. It so happened that, at the beginning of this century, three expert
naturalists from different European countries (Hugo de Vries, Erich von Tschermak-
Seysenegg, and Carl Correns) confronted their findings with those of Gregor Mendel
and declared without hesitation that theirs had to be attributed to him who had been
their predecessor in time. Ever since then, the discipline concerned with the study
of the elements and laws of heredity, called Genetics, has been constantly developing,
thanks to numerous. research experts, and has extended its range from plants to an-
imals and to man himself.

Furthermore, the physical laws proclaimed by Gregor Mendel have been, either
directly or indirectly, applied both to the study of normal biology and pathology.
Physiology as well as pathology, then, made remarkable progress in research, acquir-
ing a precious stock of notions and finding new means and ways not only to pre-
vent hereditary diseases and hereditary dispositions from spreading, but also to elim-
inate them both by preventive measures and by establishing adequate therapies,

This is why naturalists and physicians are right in unanimously praising the man
whose acute mind was equal to the full importance of the advantages deriving from
his discoveries, the extent of which will probably be still more appreciated in the fu-
ture. He is sure to find the place he deserves in the ranks of those great and learned
men who revealed the main secrets of Nature and penetrated the most mysterious
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works of the Creator. Mankind justly honours him for the benefits which later
derived from his endeavour.

Gladly do We add Our voice to such a concert of praise, also because the Augus-
tinian Order considers Gregor Mendel a brother-member who distinguished himself
by his intelligence, by his sound Faith and for his way of observing the monastic
profession. This really becomes clear, beyond the slightest shadow of doubt, through
documents and testimonies concerning his life; it may also be deduced from the fact
that the brethren of his monastery unanimously elected him their abbot, deeming
him the best among themselves in religion and judgment, just as he had already dis-
tinguished himself by his accurate and lofty wisdom.

May the pattern he set be a valid incitement for the many who follow his exam-
ple in the same ardent spirit of research, in the life he led, thus continuing to add
splendour to the term ‘ Catholic ” which distinguishes them! This fully agrees with
the exhortations and desires expressed by Our Predecessor John XXIII in the Encyc-
lical Letter beginning with the words * Pacem in terris ”’:

“ Therefore, they (the Catholics) should endeavour, in the light of Faith and with
the strength of their love, to keep the economic, cultural and political institutions
from being such as to create obstacles, but to let them, on the contrary, facilitate and
render less arduous for people the attainment of their perfection both in the natural
and supernatural order . (Part V).

This is, hence, a reason and an auspicious occasion for Us to address cordial
congratulations to Our dearest Luigi Gedda for having founded in Rome an Institute
in memory and honour of Gregor Mendel, in which studies of Medical Genetics and
Twin Research are carried out. Such studies are progressing in line with the teachings
of the new discipline, and it is certainly for this reason that the Institute flourishes
and advances towards ever higher aims.

Still greater pleasure is to be found in the splendour and glory of Gregor Mendel’s
Order of which you are the worthy Prior General. We are, indeed, delighted that
from your midst there arose such a brilliant star, and We ardently wish that his
centenary, while recalling his merits, may incite as many as possible to follow such
a lofty example which, by remaining impressed as long as possible on their minds,
may yield sweet and prolific fruit.

We express these wishes with all Our heart and impart to you, beloved Son, to
your brethren and to all who are honouring Gregor Mendel or take part in his
celebrations Our fond Apostolic Benediction.

Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, on the twentieth day of March in 1965, the second
year of Our Pontificate.

Pauvrus PP. VI
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