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INTEREST in the customary law of Africa has been steadily growing in recent years: some
straws in the wind include the successful symposium at Leiden on the future of the custo-
mary law in Africa, the second Judicial (Native Courts) Advisers’ Confetence at Jos in
November 1956, and the appearance of 2 number of books and articles on customary law.
Not only anthropologists, but lawyers and administrators, are now concerned with the
promotion of these studies. At the same time study of the non-indigenous legal systems of
Africa is becoming increasingly important. One reason for this is the rapid social, economic,
and political development that is now taking place; another is the likely appearance of
departments of law at African universities, preparing local practitioners-to-be for their
future profession.

To meet these needs and provide a forum where all those concerned with the law in
Africa might discuss their common problems, the initiative was taken to institute a Journal
of African Law, which has (after much preliminary labour) just begun publication. It
appears with the backing of a distinguished Board of advisers (on which the judiciary in
Africa is strongly represented), and edited by an Editorial Committee consisting of Pro-
fessors J. N. D. Anderson and I. Schapera of the University of London, Professor Arthur
Phillips of the University of Southampton, and Dr. A. N. Allott, also of London University,
who is acting as managing editor.

The primary field of the Journal is the law of British Africa south of the Sahara (other
than the Union); within this field the Josrnal covers the general law (whether of English,
local, Roman-Dutch, or Indian origin), African customary law (to which special attention
will be paid), and Islamic law as applied in Africa. The first two issues contain articles on
Muslim marriages and the courts in East Africa, the authority of English decisions in
colonial courts, the need for the study of native law, conflict of laws relating to homicide
in Northern Nigeria, and the new Ghana constitution; and further issues will include,
inter alia, 2 number of articles on customary law in Kenya, Bechuanaland, the Sudan,
West Africa, and elsewhere.

The Journal also has an extensive section devoted to decided cases, in which reports of or
excerpts from recent unreported decisions in the courts in Africa, and comments on these
and other decisions, are given at length. This section should be of value, not only to the
practitioner, but also to anyone interested in studying the way in which customary law is
administered in the courts today. A further feature of each number is an extensive biblio-
graphy, which collects all current publications relating to the law in Africa, both in the
English-speaking and foreign press. This should be a useful soutce of reference for the
research-worker. ‘The Journal also contains notes on legal news, research in progress, legal
education, commissions of inquiry, and similar topics.

The Journal of African Law is published by Messrs. Butterworth & Co. Ltd., of London,
at a price of £2. 2. per annum.

[Communicated by A. N. Allott]

Nutrition and Food Research in Africa
In February and March last, Professor William J. Darby, University School of Medicine,
Nashville, Tennessee, and Dr. James M. Hundley of the United Nations Food and Agricul-
ture Organization, visited several countries in Africa in order to establish a nutrition pro-
gramme to be implemented with assistance from the World Health Organization, the Food
and Agriculture Organization, and UNICEF.

The programme is primarily directed towards research on current foodstuffs to compen-
sate the shortage of proteins (especially animal proteins), amine-acids and vitamins in the
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