Digital Sovereignty in the BRICS Countries

In a world where digital development and policymaking are dominated
by Silicon Valley tech giants, the BRICS countries — Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa — play an increasingly important role.
With 40 percent of the world’s population and 25 percent of global
GDP, these nations possess a vast trove of personal data. Yet, their
conceptions, narratives, and initiatives of digital sovereignty remain
understudied. This volume is the first to explore digital sovereignty
from a Global South perspective and offers a forward-looking take on
what a world less dependent on Silicon Valley might look like. It brings
together excellent analyses of BRICS digital sovereignty issues, from
historical imaginaries to up-to-date conceptualizations, e-payment to
smart cities, and legal analysis to geopolitical assessment. By offering
neglected perspectives from the Global South, this book makes import-
ant contributions to the digital sovereignty debate. This title is also
available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
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about democracy, equality, justice, and other normative concerns.

In recent years, politics in societies across the world have been transformed
by communication technologies that blur traditional definitions of news, the
nature of citizenship, and the boundaries between public and private life. Many
democracies face challenges due to disruptive communication processes operating
in the context of declining levels of trust in public institutions, including legacy
journalism. One result of these trends is the spread of disinformation by illib-
eral movements and parties that aim to undermine science, the press, civil society
organizations, and other traditional public information sources. A related trend
involves the growth of authoritarian regimes that rely on media systems and com-
munication strategies to manage publics.

Within these broad trends are many other important communication develop-
ments in which communication technologies and networked organization have
impacted human rights, climate change, new forms of citizenship and inclusion,
and personal political expression. Communication, Society and Politics provides
a platform to explore how people in different societies engage with the ideas that
organize their lives.
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