
CORRESPONDENCE 

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND THE NATIONAL 
DECLARATION 

To the Editor of BLACKFRIARS 
SIR,-It was a profound shock to read in an enlightened 

journal like yours the Editorial on the National Declaration. 
The opposition which that straightforward and simply-worded 
document has aroused is, on the face of it, very difficult to 
understand, and the hostility of so many Catholics most dis- 
turbing. The League of Nations Union is avowedly a propa- 
gandist body. Are not we 
Catholics the most bare-faced propagandists going? And is not 
the ascertainment of public opinion a perfectly legitimate aim, 
and what method can be more direct than the one adopted? And 
how else are the upholders of the League and its principles to 
combat the pernicious campaign waged against them by The 
Mail and The Express? 

The conviction forces itself on me that it is simply narrow- 
mindedness which makes many Catholics hostile to any move- 
ment outside their own body. Such an outlook reflects little 
credit and will do them and the Catholic cause much harm. They 
seem, moreover, to entirely forget the public pronouncements 
of Catholic authorities, beginning with the Holy Father him- 
self, in favour of the League. 

I quite fail to follow your view that there can be no peace 
until the Nations accept the Incarnation ; in other words, until 
the whole world is converted to Christianity. Are we to make 
no effort for peace till the millions of China and India are con- 
verted? And if you dislike the achievement of spiritual and 
moral aims by organization and machinery, are not Catholics 
doing just the same in societies like the C.E.G. and heaps of 
others, methods which Catholics have employed all through their 
history? 

In a word, peace is the first and greatest object of the League 
of Nations. What is there to  put in its place, if it fails, as 
there is great danger of its doing, if it does not get the support 
of all right-minded persons, irrespective of creed and race? 

Is there anything wrong in that? 

Yours faithfully, 
FRANCIS HUGHESDON. 

[Mr. Hughesdod errs in supposing that Catholics in general 
or we in particular are hostile to the LeaEue of Nations or to 
its propaganda in the cause of peace. W e  merely refuse to 
close our eyes to the omission of the only really important factor 
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