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factures of almost any other English novelist. A story such as The
Basement Room reminds one of Mr Greene’s capacity to seize the
agony of pursuit, realised here in the open mind of a child and
reflecting a universal agony. It may be that the preoccupation with
escape, with the fear of nameless danger, makes for monotony. For
Mr Lever in the torrid African jungle as for Francis playing hide-
and-seek at the party, the anonymous threat is ever at hand.
Nineteen Stories add nothing to Mr Greene’s reputation. It needs
no addition. But they are of the greatest interest in illuminating the
mind and method of their author. And they provide an interim instal-
ment while we await his next novel. It need scarcely be said that the
writing is that level of understatement and cool observation of the
commonplace which allows the power of a human disaster to emerge
with terrifying reality. To re-read Brighton Rock in the light of these
marginal notes is to realise that in Graham Greene the contemporary
novel has found its master. LE.

CORRESPONDENCE

To The Editor, ‘BLACKFRIARS’

Debr Sir,—In the article ‘By what authority’ in the current num-
ber of BLACKFRIARS (p. 14) I find it stated that the Church of England
is a state department, and its bishops and clergy government officials
drawing their revenues from the state.

It is surprising to find such a statement in a magazine today,
especially perhaps in one with such a high standard of accuracy as
BLACKFRIARS.

To the outsider possibly the fact of ‘establishment’ might seem
prima facie to be a proof that the Church of England is actually a
state department. But the officials of a state department are, as you
say, paid, by the state, which, in fact, the bishops and clergy of the
Church of England are not and never have been.

This ancient fallacy was conclusively denied in a debate in the
House of Commons in the summer of 1943 by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, Sir Kingsley Wood, in his reply to a question asked by
Mr T. Driberg and reported in Hansard.

Mr Driberg asked for information about the total annual charge on
public funds in respect of the pay of Service and Prison Chaplains.

The Chancellor replied, ‘The total annual charge on the public
funds is about £1,160,000’.

Mr Driberg then asked: ‘Apart from the relatively small minority
—consisting of course of all denominations—would it be correct to
say that none of the clergy or bishops of the Church of England are
paid by the State?’

The Chancellor replied: ‘Yes, Sir’.

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1948.tb07662.x Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1948.tb07662.x

110 BLACKFRIARS

I think that this effectively disposes of the delusion, apparently
still existing, in regard to the stipends of the bishops and clergy of
the Church of kingland. I think that, in the interests of accuracy and
in fairness to the Church of England, some reference to this matter
should be made in a forthcoming issue of BLACKFRIARS.

Yours truly,
Newark, 6:1.48. C. Gi. KVERITT.
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