
The Political Science Oral History Project 
and Pi Sigma Alpha 

In 1978, The Amer ican Political 
Science Associat ion establ ished a pro­
ject to collect oral history interv iews 
f rom dist inguished pol i t ical scientists. 
The Political Science Oral History Pro­
ject is des igned to record the intel lec­
tual history of our d isc ip l ine a long w i th 
the publ ic and professional ac­
compl ishments of its practi t ioners. For 
in format ion on the project and a sche­
du le of oral history in terv iews, contact 
the Association or consult PS, Summer 
1980, p. 326. 

The Oral History Project has been 
supported by grants f rom Pi Sigma 
A lpha , the nat ional pol i t ical science 
honor society, whose object ives and 
officers are recorded, as fo l l ows : 

Object ives of Pi Sigma A lpha 

Pi Sigma A lpha is the nat ional po l i ­
t ical science honor society. Its chap­
ters are establ ished in col leges and 
universit ies of accredi ted and recog­
nized standing wh ich offer at least the 
prescribed m i n i m u m of wo rk in po l i t i ­
cal science. 

Chapters receive into membersh ip 
students of government , pol i t ica l 
science, publ ic admin is t ra t ion, and 
internat ional re lat ions, irrespective of 
their membersh ip in other honor so­
cieties or social organizat ions, w h e n 
such students at tain high standards of 
scholarship and academic dist inct ion 
both in pol i t ical science and in the sum 
total of their academic work . Faculty 
members teaching government , po l i ­
t ical science, publ ic admin is t ra t ion, or 
in ternat ional relat ions in institutions 
w i th chapters are also e l ig ib le for 
membersh ip . A l imi ted number of 
honorary memberships, based on at­
ta inments or governmenta l l i fe . Stu­
dent membership in the Society is con­
ferred on no basis of select ion other 
than that of scholastic ach ievement . 
Both men and w o m e n are e l ig ib le for 
membersh ip . Reception into the So­
ciety is consummated w i th an appro­

pr iate ceremony and w i th a member ­
ship cert i f icate. 

It is the a im of Pi Sigma A lpha to be 
much more than a group of chapters 
devoted solely to the elect ion of honor 
students into membersh ip . Each chap­
ter is encouraged to be a work ing 
organizat ion throughout the academic 
year, funct ion ing as an integral part of 
the pol i t ical science department in the 
promot ion of wor thwh i le extracurr icu­
lar activit ies related to publ ic affairs. 
Experience on the various campuses 
has demonstrated the va lue of such an 
organizat ion for the promot ion of stu­
dent interest in pol i t ical science. 

The va lue of the Society has resulted 
in its steady growth since its found ing 
in 1920. Cont inued growth in number 
of members and number of chapters 
indicates that it is fu l f i l l i ng the aims for 
wh ich it was founded . Pi Sigma A lpha 
promises to cont inue to serve the ob­
jectives stated in its constitut ion — " t o 
st imulate product ive, scholarship and 
intel l igent interest in the subject of 
g o v e r n m e n t . " 

Officers of Pi Sigma Alpha 

Nat iona l Of f i ce : 
4000 A lbemar le St., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

The Newsletter of Pi Sigma Alpha is 
publ ished four t imes a year. 

Cecile W. Preble, Manag ing Editor 
Nat ional Off icers: 

President: Wi l l i am S. Livingston, 
University of Texas, Austin 

President Elect: Karl H. Cerny, 
Georgetown University 

Director: Howard Penniman, 
Amer ican Enterprise Institute 

Council: In addition to above officers 
Wi l l i am C. Havard, Vanderbi l t Univ. 
C. Richard Hofstetter, University of 

Houston 
Dorothy B. James, Amer ican Univ. 
Charles O. Jones, Univ. of Pittsburgh 
Wi l l i am J. Keefe, Univ. of Pittsburgh 
Evron M. Kirkpatrick, Amer ican Poli­

t ical Science Association 

Jeane J. Kirkpatrick, Georgetown 
University 

Everett Carll Ladd, Jr., University of 
Connecticut 

Lois B. More land , Spelman Col lege 
Jack W. Peltason, Amer ican Council 

on Education 
Arthur L. Peterson, Eckerd Col lege 
Austin Ranney, Amer ican Enterprise 

Institute 
A lan Rosenthal, Eagleton Institute of 

Politics-Rutgers University 
Sidney Wise, Franklin and Marshal l 

Col lege 
Maur ice C. Woodard , Howard Univ. 

Pi Sigma Alpha is a member of the 
Association of Col lege Honor Societies. 

I n d i v i d u a l s or D e p a r t m e n t s i n ­
terested in Pi Sigma Alpha member ­
ships and chapters should wr i te to the 
Nat ional Director at the Nat ional 
Off ice address g iven above . 

NEWS, tor teachers of Political Science, is 
published quarterly and distributed free of 
charge to all APSA members and department 
chairpersons. Non-member faculty may sub­
scribe for $5 per year. The next issue of the 
NEWS will appear Spring 1981. All corres­
pondence to the NEWS should be addressed 
to: ' 

Educational Affairs/APSA 
1527 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. 

• Washington, D.C. 20036 

Editor/Shoilah K. Mann 
Associate Editor/Elizabeth Hossman 

Editorial Board 

Margaret M. Conway, University of Maryland 
David C. Leego, University of Notre Dame 
Anne Permaloff, Auburn University at 

Montgomery 
Dianne Pinderhughes, Dartmouth 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

To the Editor: 

We wr i te to alert NEWS readers to 
the " n a t i o n a l " edi t ion of the New 
York Times. This ed i t ion , an abbre­
v iated version of the N e w York City 
ed i t ion , has been pr inted in Chicago 
since late last summer and is now the 
only edi t ion of the Times ava i lab le on 
the day of publ icat ion in most cities 
outside of the Northeast. 

Weekdays and Sundays, approx i ­
mately 15 percent of the news that 
appears in N e w York is omit ted f rom 
the nat ional ed i t ion . The bulk of the 
advert is ing is also gone. The result is 
a newspaper less than hal f the size of 
the New York "newspaper of r eco rd . " 
The nat ional edi t ion costs 50 cents 
da i ly and $2 Sundays, doub le the price 
of the New York ed i t ion. 

The missing news is pr incipal ly N e w 
York metropol i tan and regional news, 
but cultural news is also reduced, and 
the feature sections, including "Sc i ­
ence T imes, " are condensed. The f i t 
be tween the two edit ions for nat ional 
and internat ional coverage is unpre­
d i c t a b l e : s to r ies a r e s o m e t i m e s 
shortened, a l though they are on occa­
sion lengthened. However consi­
dered , the two newspapers are di f fer­
ent. Readers of the late, great Times 
can be certain that w i th the nat ional 
edi t ion they pay more and receive a 
lesser paper than former ly . 

What does this mean to pol i t ical 
scientists? It means, first, that the 
nation's most signif icant dai ly news­
paper is no longer prompt ly ava i lab le 
around the country in a uni form ed i ­
t ion. With its nat ional version, the 
Times has segregated those readers 
w h o get a first rank newspaper f rom 
those w h o cannot. 

Second, teachers of local , state, and 
regional polit ics can no longer obtain 
New York news as convenient ly or as 
inexpensively as before. Conversely, 
New Yorkers can no longer expect 
people e lsewhere to know as much 
about N e w York as they once d id . 
Third, instructors w h o have used the 
Times in class or recommended it to 
their students as a model of Amer ican 
journal ism can no longer do that and 
mean today wha t they meant several 
months ago. 

Finally, scholars and students out­
side of the Northeast can be sure they 
are not buy ing the " r e a l " Times on the 
newsstand. And they can hardly ex­
pect their l ibraries to subscribe to both 
edit ions, the nat ional version for 
day-of-publ icat ion news and the N e w 
York edi t ion (by mai l ) for complete 
coverage keyed to the Times Index 
and avai lab le on micro f i lm. Readers 
and researchers a l ike w i l l f ind the 
situation in their l ibraries both confus­
ing and dep lorab le . 

The upshot is that by publ ishing its 
nat ional ed i t ion , the Times is per­
fo rming a notable disservice to the 
Amer ican publ ic and to those of us 
w h o are scholars and teachers of pub­
lic af fairs. We urge pol i t ical scientists 
to encourage the Times to make its 
New York edi t ion ava i lab le on the day 
of publ icat ion to the entire country. 
We w o u l d be g lad to hear f rom 
readers of the NEWS interested in 
further in format ion on the Time's 
new ed i t ion . Jonathan F. Ga l loway 

Charles A. Mi l ler 
W. Rand Smith 
Lake Forest College 
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