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Russia’s CrimeanWar

JOHN SHELTON CURTISS

“Curtiss’s Russta’s Crimean War is a major contribu-
tion to the field of Russian studies. I believe, in fact,
that it is the best study of the Russian side of the
Crimean conflict ever written in any language. Curtiss
traces in detail the flow of negotiations, the personal
attitudes and traits of diplomats and politicans as
seen through their private letters and official corre-
spondence. On the Russian side, he draws rich por-
traits of the major figures. His profile of the Austrian
Foreign Minister Buol is exceptional. Russia’s Cri-
mean War is not only superb diplomatic history, it is
also excellent military history. This is an outstanding
piece of scholarship which fills important lacunae in
our knowledge of the Crimean conflict. Professor
Curtiss has performed an admirable service not only
for American and Western historians but for scholars
in the Soviet Union.” Wayne S. Vucinich, Professor
of History, Stanford University
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