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On the Cover: Emily Jane Murray poses at a coquina well during a monitoring trip to Shell Bluff Landing after
Hurricane Irma in 2017 (courtesy of FPAN). Shell Bluff Landing, located in northeast Florida, contains evidence of
6,000 years of human occupation: Native Floridians lived there beginning in the Archaic period, the Spanish built
a mission in the area, the first governor of British Florida grew rice and indigo on the land, and a Minorcan man
held it as a Spanish land grant. AND the material evidence at the site, including a dense oyster shell midden, a
diffuse historic artifact scatter, and a Minorcan-built well, have the potential to inform us of how the various
people used the land and its resources for millennia. BUT the site, sitting on the banks of the Intracoastal
Waterway, suffers from severe erosion exacerbated by boat wake action, storm events, and coastal changes.
Climate-change impacts will increase and intensify some of these effects, and unfortunately, mitigation options
are limited due to the high energy environment. THEREFORE, we must study the site through frequent
monitoring and excavation, as well as visit and enjoy it, before it erodes away completely.
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