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Abstracts/Resumes 

Matching productivity indexes and diachronic evolution: 
The Old English affixes 

Raquel Mateo Mendaza, Universidad de La Rioja 

Abstract 

This article measures the productivity index of the Old English suffixes -cund, -
ful, and -isc as well as the prefix Jul- and checks the results against the diachronic 
evolution of the affixes. The frameworks brought to the discussion include Type fre­
quency measurement, as well as productivity indexes proposed by Baayen (1992, 
1993, 2009) and Trips (2009). The sources are both textual (The Dictionary of Old 
English Corpus) and lexicographical (the lexical database of Old English Nerthus). 
The conclusion drawn is that Baayen's (1992, 1993, 2002) index of Global Produc­
tivity provides the most consistent results with the diachronic evolution of the affixes. 

Keywords: Old English, productivity, word formation, affixation, corpus-based ap­
proach 

Resume 

Cet article a pour but de mesurer la productivite des suffixes -cund, -ful, et -isc et du 
prefixe/u/- de l'ancien anglais et de considerer les resultats face a revolution dia-
chronique de ces affixes. Les cadres theoriques consideres incluent la mesure de la 
frequence du type ainsi que les indices de productivite proposes par Baayen (1992, 
1993, 2009) et Trips (2009). Les sources des donnees sont a la fois textuelles (The 
Dictionary of Old English Corpus) et lexicographiques (Nerthus, la base de don­
nees lexicale de l'ancien anglais). Cette etude conclut que l'indice de la productivite 
globale de Baayen (1992, 1993, 2002) donne les resultats les plus coherents avec 
1'evolution diachronique des affixes. 

Mots-cles : ancien anglais, productivite, formation des mots, affixation, approche de 
corpus 
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Stress properties of Greek compounds: 
Psycholinguistic considerations 

Athanasios Tsiamas et Gonia Jarema, Universite de Montreal and Institut 

universitaire de geriatrie de Montreal (IUGM) 

Eva Kehayia, McGill University and the Center for Interdisciplinary Research in 

Rehabiliation (CRIR) 

Gevorg Chilingaryan, CRIR and the Jewish Rehabilitation Hospital 

Abstract 

Theoretical accounts of Greek compounds argue for a close relation between their 
stress properties and their underlying structure. Compounds that preserve and receive 
stress at the same position as their second constituent are analyzed as stem-word con­
structions, while those that receive antepenultimate stress are viewed as belonging 
to the stem-stem category. Using an auditory lexical decision task, we examine the 
effect of stress change on the processing of compounds in the light of existing theo­
retical linguistic accounts. Although our experimental results do not reach statistical 
significance, we believe that they are informative of the cognitive status and role 
of stress in compound processing. Finally, they relate to existing theories of com­
pounding in Greek and reflect the complex interaction of the psycholinguistic effects 
of stress and the structural properties of these constructions. 

Keywords: compounding, stress, morphology, phonology, lexical processing 

Resume 

Les explications theoriques des mots composes grecs affirment qu'il existe une re­
lation etroite entre l'accent et la structure sous-jacente de ces mots. Les composes 
qui preservent et recoivent l'accent a la meme position que leur deuxieme consti-
tuant sont analyses en mot-racine, alors que ceux qui portent l'accent a la position 
antepenultieme appartiennent a la categorie racine-racine. A l'aide d'une tache de 
decision lexicale auditoire, nous examinons l'effet qu'a le changement de la position 
de l'accent sur le traitement des composes, etant donne les explications theoriques 
actuelles. Meme si nos resultats experimentaux ne sont pas statistiquement significa-
tifs, nous les croyons informatifs pour P6tude du statut cognitif et du role de l'accent 
dans le traitement des mots composes. Enfin, nos resultats sont lies aux theories ac­
tuelles de la composition en grec et ils refletent 1'interaction complexe entre les effets 
psycholinguistiques de l'accent et les proprietes structurales des composes. 

Mots-cles : composition, accent, morphologie, phonologic traitement lexical 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S000841310000058X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S000841310000058X


ABSTRACTS/RESUMES 97 

A microparametric analysis of apparent postverbal negation in 
Taiwanese Southern Min 

Chyan-an Arthur Wang, Chung Yuan Christian University 

Abstract 

This article investigates the postverbal negation construction in Taiwanese Southern 
Min. I propose that the construction is derived in a way similar to resultatives and 
that the postverbal negation bo and its affirmative counterpart u are particular kinds 
of aspectual elements in the resultative complement. Given this, the lack of (appar­
ent) postverbal negation in the closely-related language Mandarin Chinese can be 
ascribed to the fact that Mandarin Chinese lacks this particular aspectual use of af­
firmative you and negative tneHyou) and thus it fails to generate the structure under 
investigation. It is also shown that the proposed analysis is supported by cross-
linguistic correlations among Chinese languages. 

Keywords: postverbal negation, resultatives, secondary predication, Taiwanese South­
ern Min, Mandarin Chinese 

Resume 

Cet article se consacre a l'etude de la negation postverbale en min du sud tai'wanais. 
Je propose que, d6rivationnellement, la construction est similaire aux resultatifs et 
que la negation postverbale bo et son equivalent affirmatif u sont des elements aspec-
tuels dans le complement resultatif. L'absence (apparente) de la negation postverbale 
en chinois mandarin, une langue etroitement liee a la langue qui nous interesse, est 
due au fait que le mandarin n'a pas cet usage aspectuel du marqueur affirmatif you 
et du marqueur negatif mei(you); par consequent, la structure n'est pas generee en 
mandarin. Cette explication est 6galement appuyee par des correlations interlinguis-
tiques entre des langues chinoises. 

Mots-cles : negation postverbale, resultatifs, predication secondaire, min du sud tai'­
wanais, chinois mandarin 
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