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BEGINNING NEXT MONTH: an unprecedented three-part analysis of contemporary China 
based upon hundreds of in-depth interviews with those who know China best—the Chinese. 
The authors, Ivan and Miriam London, are unlike most "China experts" in that they depend 
neither upon well-guided tours by the Peking regime nor upon often fanciful speculations from 
afar. They rely rather on the stories of the thousands of Chinese who have emigrated, legally 
and illegally, over the last ten years. Through a rigorous methodolgy that presses for details, 
challenges contradictions, and.maintains a constant cross-check of accounts, the Londons 
now emerge with what is probably the most complete study of everyday life in China that is 
available today. Moving, terrifying, sometimes humorous, but always informative, these 
articles, the editors believe, represent a major breakthrough in our understanding of the 
Chinese reality. Next month: Famine in the Land of Plenty. 
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