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The relations and interaction of the church and
the world in all their complexity is the theme of
this tenth volume of Studies in Church History.
Discussion ranges from the consideration of
specific incidents and developments - the alleg-
ation of witchcraft made against pope Bene-
dict XIII, the ‘business’ of victorian religion - to
the investigation of wider issues. Contributors
discuss the development of a “secular’ theology,
consider the institutions and practices of the
early Irish church, examine the early quaker
programme for overcoming the world (presi-
dential address), investigate the attitudes of
cighteenth-century Dutch churchmen, and dis-
course on ‘holy worldliness’ in nineteenth-
century England. In two important papers with
a sociological slant the emergence of a view of
the dignity of labour, not in an urban, but a
monastic, environment is postulated, and the
functions of the local churches in giving cohe-
sion and stability to society are outlined. This
collection of papers comprises a wide-ranging
discussion of the problems which have arisen,
and which still arise, from the need to relate
the sacred and the secular, the church and the
world.
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