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This section highlights and provides details of a range of key sources and databases that were either central
to or provide further material on the issues explored in the papers in this special themed section. Building
on the analysis of the UK and South Korea’s policy responses to the COVID-19 pandemic and its
integration with the key concepts of critical human security and state capacity the section is organised
around the following themes: Critical human security, vulnerability and the pandemic; State capacity and
social infrastructure; Risk governance and systemic risk; Digitalization, public services, and the pandemic;
Cities and local social policy; and finally, Data Sources. These additional resources provide some general
sources but are otherwise tailored to the social and public policy contexts of the UK and South Korea.

Keywords: critical human security; state capacity; risk and insecurity; UK and South Korea; turbulent times

Critical human security, vulnerability and the pandemic

Béland, D., Cantillon, B., Hick, R. and Moreira, A. (2021) ‘Special issue: social policy in the face of a global pandemic: Policy
responses to the COVID-19 crisis’, Social Policy and Administration, 55, 2, 249-402. DOI: 10.1111/spol.12718. Epub 2021
Mar 16. PMID: 34230721; PMCID: PMC8251102.

Kuran, C. H. A., Morsut, C,, Kruke, B. I, Kriiger, M., Segnestam, L., Orru, K. and Torpan, S. (2020) ‘Vulnerability and
vulnerable groups from an intersectionality perspective’, International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, 50, 101826. DOI:
10.1016/j.ijdrr.2020.101826

Newman, E. (2021) ‘Covid-19: a human security analysis’, Global Society, 36, 4, 431-454. DOI: 10.1080/13600826.2021.
2010034

Pan, C. (2021) ‘Racialised politics of (in)security and the COVID-19 West failure’, Critical Studies on Security, 9, 1, 40-45.
DOI: 10.1080/21624887.2021.1904195

UNDP (2022) ‘Special report. New threats for human security in the anthropocene’, Demanding greater solidarity New York,
NY, USA: United Nations Development Programme. 2022 Special Report on Human Security | Human Development
Reports (undp.org)

State capacity and social infrastructure

An, B. Y. and Tang, S.-Y. (2020) ‘Lessons from COVID-19 Responses in East Asia: institutional infrastructure and enduring
policy instruments’, The American Review of Public Administration, 50, 6-7, 790-800. DOI: 10.1177/0275074020943707

Lewis, C., Phillipson, C., Yarker, S. and Lang, L. (2023) ‘7: The role of community organisations and social infrastructure’
in COVID-19, Inequality and Older People, Bristol, UK: Policy Press. Accessed 21 January 2025. DOI: 10.51952/
9781447367468.ch007

Renner, A.-T., Plank, L. and Getzner, M. (eds.) (2024) Handbook of Social Infrastructure, Elgar Online. DOI: 10.4337/
9781800883130

Weiss, L. and Thurbon, E. (2021) ‘Explaining divergent national responses to Covid-19: an enhanced state capacity
framework’, New Political Economy, 27, 4, 697-712. DOI: 10.1080/13563467.2021.1994545

© The Author(s), 2025. Published by Cambridge University Press.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1474746425000296 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2158-9398
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5424-3900
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4609-2927
mailto:p.kennett@bristol.ac.uk
https://doi.org/10.1111/spol.12718
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijdrr.2020.101826
https://doi.org/10.1080/13600826.2021.2010034
https://doi.org/10.1080/13600826.2021.2010034
https://doi.org/10.1080/21624887.2021.1904195
https://doi.org/10.1177/0275074020943707
https://doi.org/10.51952/9781447367468.ch007
https://doi.org/10.51952/9781447367468.ch007
https://doi.org/10.4337/9781800883130
https://doi.org/10.4337/9781800883130
https://doi.org/10.1080/13563467.2021.1994545
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1474746425000296
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1474746425000296

2 Eunju Kim et al.

Risk governance and systemic crisis

The International Country Risk Guide (ICRG) (2020) Involving Stakeholders in the Risk Governance Process, Lausanne:
EPFL International Risk Governance Center. https://irgc.org/risk-governance/what-is-risk-governance/

Schweizer, P. (2021) ‘Systemic risks — concepts and challenges for risk governance’, Journal of Risk Research, 24, 1, 78-93.
DOI: 10.1080/13669877.2019.1687574

Schweizer, P.-]J., Goble, R. and Renn, O. (2022) ‘Social perception of systemic risks’, Risk Analysis, 42, 1455-1471. DOL: 10.
1111/risa.13831

Wernli, D., Bottcher, L., Vanackere, F., Kaspiarovich, Y., Masood, M. and Levrat, N. (2023) ‘Understanding and governing
global systemic crises in the 21st century: a complexity perspective’, Global Policy, 14,207-228. DOI: 10.1111/1758-5899.13192

Digitalisation, public services and the pandemic

Andersson, C., Hallin, A. and Ivory, C. (2022) ‘Unpacking the digitalisation of public services: configuring work during
automation in local government’, Government Information Quarterly, 39, 1, 101662. DOI: 10.1016/j.giq.2021.101662

Ko, K. (2023) Managing the COVID-19 Pandemic in South Korea: Policy Learning Perspectives, London: Routledge.

Lindgren, I., Madsen, C. @., Hofmann, S. and Melin, U. (2019) ‘Close encounters of the digital kind: a research agenda for
the digitalization of public services’, Government Information Quarterly, 36, 3, 427-436. DOI: 10.1016/j.giq.2019.03.002

Mergel, I., Edelmann, N. and Haug, N. (2019) ‘Defining digital transformation: results from expert interviews’, Government
Information Quarterly, 36, 4, 101385, 1-16. DOI: 10.1016/j.giq.2019.06.002

Vial, G. (2019) ‘Understanding digital transformation: a review and a research agenda’, The Journal of Strategic Information
Systems, 28, 2, 118-144. DOI: 10.1016/}.jsis.2019.01.003

Cities, local social policy and pandemic responses

Kazepov, K., Barberis, E., Cucca, R. and Mocca, E. (eds.) (2022) Handbook on Urban Social Policies. International
Perspectives on Multi-level Governance and Local Welfare, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar.

Kim, Y. and Jeong, Y. A. (2022) “The role of local governments in South Korea’s COVID-19 response’, Public Administration
and Development. DOI: 10.1002/pad.1986. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 35942436; PMCID: PMC9349588. https://www.
ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9349588/

Parnell, S. (2020) ‘The enabling conditions of post-pandemic city government’, EPB. Urban Analytics and City Science 47,7,1143-1145.

Seoul’s Fight Against COVID-19. https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/migration/seoul_policy_center/
1£7630dfcc95dd50a4cae3bf13e206f20£26391d1£707e57700eb6a8d5b2340f. pdf

UK Parliament (2021) The Long-Term Impacts of the Pandemic on Towns and Cities, London: HMSO. https://committees.pa
rliament.uk/work/1229/the-longterm-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-towns-and-cities/publications

UN-Habitat (2021) Cities and Pandemics: Towards a More Just, Green and Healthy Future, United Nations Habitat. cities_a
nd_pandemics-towards_a_more_just_green_and_healthy_future_un-habitat_2021.pdf (unhabitat.org).

Data sources

COVID-19 Government Response Tracker (OxCGRT), https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/covid-19-government-response-
tracker

COVID-19: Stringency Index, https://ourworldindata.org/covid-stringency-index

Greater London Authority London Datastore, London Datastore — Greater London Authority.

International Labour Organisation (ILO), The leading source of labour statistics - ILOSTAT.

OECD (2020) Covid-19 Cities Policy Responses, https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref =126_126769-yen45847kf&title
= Coronavirus-COVID-19-Cities-Policy-Responses

OECD (2022). Riding the Waves: Adjusting Job Retention Schemes through the COVID-19 Crisis, https://www.oecd.org/corona
virus/policy-responses/riding-the-waves-adjusting-job-retention-schemes-through-the-covid-19-crisis-ae8{892f/

OECD COVID-19 Recovery Dashboard, OECD COVID-19 Recovery Dashboard.

OECD Going Digital Toolkit, https://goingdigital.oecd.org/

Public Data Portal, http://data.go.kr

Seoul Open Data Square, http://data.seoul.go.kr

SNUAC Asia Regional Information Center. ARIC and COVID-19, https://aric.snu.ac.kr/research-projects/covid-19-data

UN E-Government Knowledgebase, https://publicadministration.un.org/egovkb/en-us/

Cite this article: Kim E, Kennett P, and Kwon H-j (2025). Some Useful Resources. Social Policy and Society. https://doi.org/
10.1017/S1474746425000296

https://doi.org/10.1017/S1474746425000296 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://irgc.org/risk-governance/what-is-risk-governance/
https://doi.org/10.1080/13669877.2019.1687574
https://doi.org/10.1111/risa.13831
https://doi.org/10.1111/risa.13831
https://doi.org/10.1111/1758-5899.13192
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.giq.2021.101662
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.giq.2019.03.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.giq.2019.06.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsis.2019.01.003
https://doi.org/10.1002/pad.1986
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9349588/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9349588/
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/migration/seoul_policy_center/1f7630dfcc95dd50a4cae3bf13e206f20f26391d1f707e57700eb6a8d5b2340f.pdf
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/migration/seoul_policy_center/1f7630dfcc95dd50a4cae3bf13e206f20f26391d1f707e57700eb6a8d5b2340f.pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1229/the-longterm-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-towns-and-cities/publications
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1229/the-longterm-impact-of-the-pandemic-on-towns-and-cities/publications
https://cities_and_pandemics-towards_a_more_just_green_and_healthy_future_un-habitat_2021.pdf
https://cities_and_pandemics-towards_a_more_just_green_and_healthy_future_un-habitat_2021.pdf
https://unhabitat.org
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/covid-19-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/covid-19-government-response-tracker
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-stringency-index
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=126_126769-yen45847kf&title=Coronavirus-COVID-19-Cities-Policy-Responses
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=126_126769-yen45847kf&title=Coronavirus-COVID-19-Cities-Policy-Responses
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=126_126769-yen45847kf&title=Coronavirus-COVID-19-Cities-Policy-Responses
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/riding-the-waves-adjusting-job-retention-schemes-through-the-covid-19-crisis-ae8f892f/
https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/riding-the-waves-adjusting-job-retention-schemes-through-the-covid-19-crisis-ae8f892f/
https://goingdigital.oecd.org/
http://data.go.kr
http://data.seoul.go.kr
https://aric.snu.ac.kr/research-projects/covid-19-data
https://publicadministration.un.org/egovkb/en-us/
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1474746425000296
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1474746425000296
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1474746425000296

	Some Useful Resources
	Critical human security, vulnerability and the pandemic
	State capacity and social infrastructure
	Risk governance and systemic crisis
	Digitalisation, public services and the pandemic
	Cities, local social policy and pandemic responses
	Data sources


