FROM CRISIS TO ACTION

This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the
environmental, economic, and health impacts of climate
change already being felt by vulnerable countries. It features
personal stories from local pastoralists, peasant farmers,
youth activists, and vulnerable workers worldwide, high-
lighting the human side of climate change. The book pre-
sents the work that the Climate Vulnerability Forum (CVF)
and its V20 Finance Ministers (CVF-V20) have done to push
for urgent global cooperation on the climate crisis. Detailed
case studies from many CVF-V20 countries illustrate the
need for adaptation and resilience and offer a blueprint for
action that can be followed by others. The book offers invalu-
able insight for students of environmental studies and eco-
nomics, Earth sciences, human and political geography, and
political science, as well as for activists, policymakers, and
concerned citizens. This title is also available as Open Access
on Cambridge Core.

Abena Takyiwaa Asamoah-Okyere is a Technical Advisor
(Sustainability) to the Finance Minister in Ghana. She leads
initiatives on the Sustainable Development Goals and on
climate finance. She has served as a Climate Finance
Advisor supporting the CVF-V20 Secretariat and advocates
for development-positive climate-resilient growth for devel-
oping countries. Abena coordinated the development of
Ghana’s Climate Prosperity Plan.

Christina Natalia Widjaja is a dedicated researcher focused on
climate change impacts at the United Nations University
Institute for Environment and Human Security. She is work-
ing on various international projects to provide in-depth

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 13.201.136.108, on 02 Oct 2025 at 20:38:26, subject to the
Cambridge Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009605960


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009605960
https://www.cambridge.org/core

qualitative and quantitative analysis and insights on climate-
related disaster risks and ways to adapt/mitigate the impacts.
Christina is passionate about translating science into access-
ible narratives to inspire action.

Tim Smedley is a book author, journalist, and ghostwriter,
writing about environmental and social justice. His first book
Clearing the Air: The Beginning and the End of Air Pollution
(Bloomsbury, 2019) was shortlisted for the Royal Society
Science Book Prize. His second book The Last Drop: Solving the
World’s Water Crisis (Pan Macmillan, 2023) was a Times Book of
the Year.
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‘From Crisis to Action takes you straight to the front line of the
climate crisis. It brings home in vivid detail the impact
climate change is already having on people and communities
around the world and paints a picture of what is at stake
across 70 climate-vulnerable countries. It’s also a call to
action: to remind us that we have an opportunity to avert
the worst impacts and build a resilient world for everyone.
This is not just their crisis, but a shared challenge for the

entire world that requires our collective action.’
Steve Howard, Vice Chair of Sustainability Temasek;
Founding Chair of the We Mean Business Coalition;
Founder of the Climate Group

‘Ultimately, climate disasters morph into economic disas-
ters, impoverishing our planet as each new natural disas-
ter hits us. In-depth examples in the book - from different
countries on the frontline of climate change - prove that
austerity measures caused by the “mounting debt in
climate-vulnerable developing countries” exacerbate the
challenges of dealing with climate change. The authors
challenge the mindset of wealthy nations to change from
seeing climate financing as an “aid for poverty reduction”
to instead seeing it as an investment into climate adapta-
tion and resilience measures: suddenly opening up whole
new avenues of action, including leveraging debt innova-
tively. This book is an excellent and essential read for all,
giving us real routes to real action to deal with climate
change, in collaboration with the very people who can

take the action to mitigate its impact, if resourced well.’
Minni Jain, author of The Language of Water, and Director,
The Flow Partnership UK

‘From Crisis to Action is a much-needed call for active hope in
the face of the growing impacts of climate change. The
authors repeatedly shatter lazy paradigms and always put
people at the heart of their narrative, filling the book with
specific examples of communities already suffering from
climate impacts and illustrating positive responses with
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specific examples of adaptive innovations. The three
climate scenarios presented should be enough to jolt the
most jaded reader - even the (now likely unachievable)
1.5-degree scenario makes for sombre reading, but at
2 degrees, and much worse at 3.6 degrees, the mathematics
of climate disaster ratchets up exponentially across heat,
health, and hunger impacts. Crucially, the authors make
the case for rejecting any sense of victim narrative, instead
promoting the idea of climate positive development, and
explaining impacts and solutions primarily in economic
terms. Voices from the front line remind us that the
countries most vulnerable to climate impacts do not
require a transition from high to low carbon but a human
development pathway centred on access to energy and
more equitable global financial dynamics. There also
needs to be an acknowledgement that developed countries
will not be immune from their own climate damages and
from the implications of economic and human shocks
around the world. We need to embrace pragmatic, active
hope, and recognise that only respectful collaboration
rather than aid will provide the most robust response.’
Nigel Topping, Founder of Ambition Loop,
and UN Climate Champion, COP26
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