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A t r a v e l grant f rom the Nat ional R e s e a r c h Counci l of Canada 
enabled m e to v i s i t a n u m b e r of m a t h e m a t i c s d e p a r t m e n t s in 
E u r o p e a n u n i v e r s i t i e s dur ing the e a r l y s u m m e r mon ths of 1961. 
At that t i m e the S u m m e r S e m e s t e r i s s t i l l in p r o g r e s s while teaching 
is at a s t ands t i l l in our Canadian u n i v e r s i t i e s . M o r e o v e r s ix G e r m a n 
u n i v e r s i t i e s had invited m e for a t a lk in t he i r m a t h e m a t i c a l co l loquium, 
so I had a good opportuni ty to ta lk ex tens ive ly to p r o f e s s o r s , l e c t u r e r s , 
and s en io r s tuden t s . 

F o r about 10 days I s tayed in P a r i s whe re I v i s i t ed the Inst i tut 
P o i n c a r é . C o n v e r s a t i o n s with F a v a r d , and l a t e r with Kuntzmann, 
the d i r e c t o r of the Ins t i tu te for Applied M a t h e m a t i c s in the Univers i ty 
of Grenob le , gave m e some i m p r e s s i o n of the s e t - u p of m a t h e m a t i c a l 
t each ing at a l l l e v e l s . It has been thoroughly m o d e r n i z e d dur ing the 
l a s t 15 y e a r s ! The n u m b e r of p r o f e s s o r s s e e m s to have i n c r e a s e d in 
p r o p o r t i o n to the n u m b e r of s tuden t s . The re a r e good l i b r a r i e s . 
To provide office space I found that r o o m s (known to m e before the 
war ) had been subdivided. Thus the ex tens ion of the d e p a r t m e n t in 
Grenob le , for e x a m p l e , i s not so v i s ib le f rom the ou t s ide , al though 
"Applied M a t h e m a t i c s " s e e m s to have been moved into the Eng inee r ing 
D e p a r t m e n t . 

In G e r m a n y I saw the m a t h e m a t i c s d e p a r t m e n t s of the U n i v e r s i t i e s 
of Munich, He ide lbe rg , F r a n k f u r t a. M. , Mainz , G i e s s e n , M a r b u r g , 
Gott ingen, and H a m b u r g . In m o s t of t hese p l ace s ins t i tu te bu i ld ings , 
e s p e c i a l l y for m a t h e m a t i c s , do now ex i s t and ex tens ions a r e planned 
for the n e a r fu ture . Where new bui ld ings a r e not a s yet occupied, a s 
for in s t ance in Gott ingen, the ex is t ing fac i l i t i es (the huge Rockefe l le r 
Ins t i tu te) a r e c o n s i d e r e d a s too r e s t r i c t e d and p lans for l a r g e r new 
bui ld ings have been approved . 

More s u r p r i s i n g , p e r h a p s , a r e the p lans for i n c r e a s e s in the 
n u m b e r of p r o f e s s o r s . I was told that dur ing the next 3 - 5 y e a r s the 
n u m b e r of full p r o f e s s o r s ( "o rden t l i che P r o f e s s o r e n " ) i s to be 
i n c r e a s e d by 55 in West G e r m a n y . This inc ludes , of c o u r s e , those 
who wil l be d i r e c t o r s of comput ing c e n t r e s which ex i s t in a l m o s t a l l 
u n i v e r s i t i e s a s on th is cont inent . I not iced that in the Unive r s i ty of 
Mainz (founded only about 12 y e a r s ago , b e c a u s e the F r e n c h wanted 
in t h e i r occupat ion zone a n u m b e r of u n i v e r s i t i e s c o m p a r a b l e to that 
in the B r i t i s h zone) t h e r e a r e a t p r e s e n t two l a r g e un i t s in a c e n t r e 

89 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008439500026059 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008439500026059


with two full proie s sors who do research in numerical analysis; 
the older unit serves only for teaching purposes. 

The great number of new appointments to be made seems to 
worry some of the professors who believe that there is no adequate 
number of mathematicians of the required calibre. 

The number of students, however, who turn to pure mathematics 
as their vocation seems to be very large. For my colloquium talk on 
a very special subject I had always a surprisingly large audience, in 
some places about 80 - 100. It seemed to me that a great number of 
senior or graduate students attended the colloquium. Personal 
conversation confirmed my impression that the number of students 
of mathematics is definitely la rger than in Canada. 

I often found professors concerned as to that "middle c lass" of 
good students who plan to become high-school teachers . Whereas 
before the war (1939) this used to be a much desired profession in 
Germany, it seems that too many of these students are attracted 
into more lucrative positions in industry and computing centres . 
I found, however, relatively little interest in emigration to non-
European countries. 

I spent a few days in Holland where I was shown the huge new 
Mathematics Institute of the Technical University at Delft. 

Whatever may be the reasons for the amazing development of 
mathematics in Europe as on this continent, it is quite obvious that 
in the European universities the mathematics department has every­
where grown beyond the role of a "service department", it is 
mathematics for its own sake that is wanted to a degree much higher 
than ever before. 

McGill University, Montreal. 
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