W.J. RIDGMAN

Many contributors will note with regret that this is the last volume on which Bill
Ridgman’s name appears as a member of the Editorial Board: regret because he will no
longer be giving authors advice and help over their papers, and especially where any point
of biometry was in doubt. If there was material of real value in a paper, Bill spared no
pains to suggest to an author ways of making the manuscript acceptable to the Journal,
while advocating (in no uncertain terms) the rejection of papers which did not come up
to the expectation of ‘an international journal such as ours’. But though his name
appeared on the list simply as an Editor, Bill has in fact been the Press Editor and general
administrator of the editorial side ever since he joined the Board 16 years ago, at the same
time that 1 joined the Board and became its Chairman. I can therefore say with more
appreciation than anyone that both the Editors and our publishers Cambridge University
Press owe him a huge debt of gratitude for the maintaining of standards, the respectable
rate of publication, and the general management of the editorial side, and for carrying out
these time-consuming duties in the most unassuming fashion.

JAMES BRAMENT
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