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Editorial Board

The search engine is now the fi rst port of call for many researchers. Today, Google and Google Scholar are the top 
ways in which researchers fi nd your article online. Taking some simple steps will help optimize your article for 
search engines. 

Search engines use secret, complex mathematical algorithms that change every month to keep their search 
results as accurate as possible. They take into account more than 100 factors and do not disclose the weighting or 
importance of each. 

FIVE SIMPLE STEPS TO HELP INCREASE DISCOVERABILITY

Write naturally but repeat key phrases in the abstract
Imagine the words and phrases that you would search for if you wanted to fi nd your paper online and use them 
repeatedly but keep it natural. Google may un-index your article if you go overboard on the repetition.

Get the title right
The main key phrase for your topic should be in your article title. Make sure your title is descriptive, unambiguous, 
accurate and reads well. People search on key phrases not just single words (e.g. ‘women’s health’ not ‘health’).

Choose your key words carefully
Include your main three or four key phrases and add in another three or four key words. 

Pay extra attention to writing your abstract
The better written your abstract, the better chance your article will appear high in the search results rankings. 
Researchers will rarely investigate beyond the fi rst 20 results from a search so getting in the top results is vital to 
your work being discovered.

Visit SAGE for more tips
For more information on how to make your article more discoverable, visit 
www.sagepub.com/authorgateway and click Maximizing Readership.

JOURNAL AUTHORS
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