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This book explores the major paradoxes of Russian literature
as a manifestation of both tragic and ironic contradictions of
The ,Ironyl

Of thﬂl human nature and national character. Russian literature,
Ul Uiy from Pushkin and Gogol to Chekhov, Nabokov and to post-
2 %&":ﬂ"‘f ilerature modernist writers, is studied as a holistic text that plays on
i MIKHAIL s%}m:z{ ¥ R the reversal of such opposites as being and nothingness,
i reality and simulation, and rationality and absurdity. The
glorification of Mother Russia exposes her character as a
witch; a little man is transformed into a Christ figure;
consistent rationality betrays its inherent madness, and
extreme verbosity produces the effect of silence. The
greatest Russian writers were masters of spiritual self-denial
and artistic self-destruction, which explains many paradoxes
and unpredictable twists of Russian history up to our time.

_ "RUSSIAN SCIENGE Russian Science Fiction
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AND GINEMA » <o A Critical Reader

Edited and introduced by ANINDITA BANERJEE

Series: Cultural Syllabus
February 2018 | 9781618117229 | $119.00 | Cloth
February 2018 | 9781618117236 | $49.00 | Paperback

Since the dawn of the Space Age, when the Soviet Union
launched the first artificial satellite and sent the first human
into the cosmos, science fiction literature and cinema from
Russia has fascinated fans, critics, and scholars from around
the world. Informed perspectives on the surprisingly long
and incredibly rich tradition of Russian science fiction,
however, are hard to come by in accessible form. This critical
reader aims to provide precisely such a resource for
students, scholars, and the merely curious who wish to delve
deeper into landmarks of the genre, discover innumerable
lesser-known gems in the process, and understand why
science fiction came to play such a crucial role in Russian
society, politics, technology, and culture for more than a
century.
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