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PART I.
PACE

I.—Petition to the Lord Chancellor . . • 1
The mayor and commonalty had a day to appear before the

Chancellor, and hare kept it according to the King's com-
mandment, and also have put in articles, answers, and re-
joinders, and done all things that they ought to do. Prays
that the matter may be ended.

I I .—Shi l l ingford to his Fel lows a t Exe t e r . [Draf t
L e t t e r . ] . . . . . . 3
He left Exeter on Friday, and came to London on Tuesday

at seven o'clock, and laboured to make answer to the articles,
which he sends for approval.

III.—Shillingford to his Fellows. [Draft Letter.] London,
Oct. 30th, 1447 . . . . . 4
On 16th Oct. 1447, Eichard Druell and Harry Dobyn rode

out of Exeter to London, to keep the appearance for the City
in the Quinzaine S. Michael. The Mayor left Oct. 24, and
reached Shaftesbury on Wednesday night. On Saturday 28
Oct. he came to London and saw the Lord Chancellor. He
describes his reception and interview. On Sunday 29 Oct. he
had another interview with the Chancellor, and also with the
Chief Justice, and again with the Chancellor.

IV.—Shillingford to his Fellows. London, 2 Nov. 1447 8
He has made a present of fish to the Chancellor. The

cause was adjourned till Saturday. He has spoken about it
to the Justice, who urges him to make a composition, which
Shillingford refuses to initiate. The cause was again ad-
journed till Monday, when it came before the Chancellor and
the two Justices. He describes the proceedings minutely.
On Tuesday All Hallows Eve he received the answers to the
City's articles, in which he is greatly libelled, desires money
may be sent him, that the answers may be well understood
and replied to, and that the Black Eoll may be sent him.
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V.—Shillingford to his Fellows. London, Sat. 11 Nov.
1447. [Draft Letter.] . . . . 1 8
He was at Lambeth with the Chancellor on Sunday the 5

Nov. 1447, and spoke with him about the Answers to the
City's Articles. On Monday in the Exchequer Chamber the
Chancellor amended the answers himself. On Tuesday the
cause came on again, and he describes the proceedings. The
other party are to shew their evidences on Sunday next.

VI.—Shillingford to his Fellows. London ? Nov. or Dec.
1447. [Draft Letter.] . . m . . 2 2
Dowrish and Speere saw the Chancellor on the Sunday

before his arrival. New bonds are ordered to be sealed TO en-
treat for a composition till Candelmass. Dowrish and Speere
were before the Chancellor on Monday; the cause was post-
poned. Shillingford arrived in London on Tuesday; he has
not seen the Chancellor yet because he waits for the " buck-
horn" which was to be presented. Upbraids one Germyn for
his negligence in not sending it.

VII—Shillingford to one of the Bishop's Counsel. 14
Deo. 1447. [Draft Letter.] . . . 2 4

Concerning the entreaty to be had at home under the new
bonds. Prays him to fix a place, day, and time for th<: con-
sideration of the matter, and expresses his desire for a " good
end." A curious passage at the end has been struck out.
See the note.

VIII.—Shillingford to Dowrish. Exeter, Wednesday. Eve
of St. Thomas the Apostle, Dec. 20, 1447 . . 25

Requesting him to help to make a good end of the matter;
with him are Badford and Hengston and William Beef.

IX.—Shillingford to the Bishop. Exeter, 24 Dec. 1447.
[Draft Letter.] . . . . . 2 6
The Lords before whom the matter is " in compremys " have

postponed it until Candelmass with a command that the parties
should endeavour to agree at home, as appears by a letter lately
sent by the Chancellor to the Bisshop. The Mayor and Co-
monalty are ready to agree. The City did not wish to dispute
the Bishop's right to the Fee. The Church and Cemetery are
distinct from the Fee, and not the same thing as it is now

https://doi.org/10.1017/S2042170200004745 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S2042170200004745


CONTENTS. Vll

PAGE
desired to be set up this last term, contrary to the Bishop's
first answer to the City's articles. Begs he will endeavour to
settle the affair according to the effect of divers bulls of
supplications put in by the Mayor to the Lords, of which he
sends copies.

X.—Instructions from Shillmgford to his Deputy 24 Dec.
1447 . . . . . . 29
Instructions to speak totheBishop anddeliveraletterfrom the

Chancellor. He is to make excuses for the Mayor not bringing
the letter himself. It is the Chancellor's command that "we
intreat at home." The City is willing. The Mayor is hurt
at some remarks of the Bishop's.

XI.—Instructions to Shillmgford's Deputy going to the
Bishop. (?) Dec. 1447 [Original and draft.] . 31
He is to make his excuses for not coming to his Lordship at

Chudleigh.

XII.—H. Webber, Priest, on behalf of the Bishop, to the
Recorder (?) Chudleigh, 28 Dec. 1447 . . S3

Thanks for good will expressed in the letter sent to him
(the Bishop) on Sunday. The same day he had a long and
diffuse letter from the Mayor of Exeter, stating that the
Lords' command was that the matter shall be entreated at
home in this vacation. The Bishop will order Copleston and
Hendeston to be at Exeter at the next sessions of the peace
for that purpose.

XIII.-Shillmgford to his Fellows. London, 2 Feb. 1447-8.
[Draft Letter.] . . . . . 3 5
On Candelmas Eve he received their letter brought him by

Harry Dobyn, which he has well understood. What to do he
cannot yet be " redely avysed," but will do as best he can.

XIV.—SMllmgford to his Fellows. 3 Feb. 1447-8.
[Original and draft.] . . . . 3 6
The buckhorn was presented on Candlemas day. On that

day ho was with the Chancellor at mass and presented his
candle to him, and " abode there to meat by my lord's com-
mandment." Describes the scene and his conversations with
the Chancellor about the cause.
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XV.—The Mayor and Commonalty of Exeter to the Lord
Chancellor. February 1447-8. [Draft Letter.] . 39
Praying him to write to the Bishop and desire him to con-

form to the King's commandment, and to stay the suit at
common law.

XVI.—The Archbishop of Canterbury to the Bishop of
Exeter. Lambeth, 16 Feb. 1447-8 . . 41
Begging him to refrain from proceeding at common law

because the matter is by his labour and that of the Justices
in course of settlement under the bonds that were made to
Candelmas last. Trusts that a composition may be made, and
if any difficult point arise the judges will settle it.

XVII.—The Chancellor to the Chief Justice . . . 4 2
Urging him to use his influence with the Bishop for an en-

treaty to be had at home.
XVIII.—Instructions to Eichard Druell, drawn by Shillingford.

Lent, 1447-8. [Draft.] . . . . 4 2
Druell is to recommend the Mayor, &c. to the Lord Chan-

cellor. Pray him to remember how the Mayor last departed
from him, and specially of the communication had with him
the Sunday morning before the Mayor departed in his " ynner
chamber " at Lambeth. He abided till Tuesday, and had a
letter to the Bishop of Exeter. Also tell him he sent his
letter to the Bishop by John Hulle, John Coteler, and you
Richard Druell. The Bishop sent Canon Kys to treat with
the Mayor, who refused to treat with any one but tHe Bishop;
but they agreed to refer matters to counsel on either side, and
met at the Cathedral, Copleston, Hingston, and Wood for the
Bishop, and Radford, Hody, Beef, and Dowrish for the City.
No answer yet given to the City's articles. The Bishop sent
word to the Mayor that he would be at Exeter to meet him.
In the evening the Mayor waited on the Bishop. The Bishop
spoke with him. The Mayor attended at the Cathedral on
Monday morning " at 10 atte belle," and was assigned to come
before the Bishop in the Chapter House. ? Lent, 1447-8.

XIX.—Shillingford to the Chancellor. Soon after 13 March

1447-8. [Draft Letter.] . . . . 5 0
The parties have been in treaty before Sir Richard Newton,

Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, at Exeter, and also
liel'orc the Bishop at Crediton. Hopes for a " godc end."
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XX.—Shillingford to Draell. After Lent, 1447-8 . 51
Instructions to speak to the Chancellor upon the matter.

XXI.—Shillingford to his Deputy in London. Instructions
to speak to the Chancellor. Soon after Easter, 1448 54
Desires more time to answer the Bishop's new articles.

Search to be made among the public records for evidence.
Since " our departyng from London" the canons have
changed their conduct, and behave peacefully.

XXII.—A Memorandum sent by Shillingford to Speer in
London, to be delivered to the Chancellor. After
10 April, 1448 . . . . . 5 9
Upon the breach at Tiverton between Badford and Hengstou

the Mayor spoke to Harry Webber, and the matter was put to
the arbitration of Eadford and Coplestone, but the entreaty
is broken off again, he knows not why.

XXIII.—William Spere to Shillingford. After 19 April,
1448 . . . . . . 6 1
Has arrived in London and delivered the Mayor's letter to

the Chancellor to Badford, who said he would present it the
next day, and would see the Chief Justice. The matter was
on in the Common Pleas, and was postponed. Describes the
scene at dinner, when the letter was delivered to the Chan-
cellor, and reports fully upon the proceedings in London.

XXV.—Shillingford to his Fellows. (?) April, 1448.
[Draft Letter.] . . . . . 0 5
Was at Windsor on S. George's Day [23 April], and

tarried there all day. Wednesday he came to London. The
blame of the breaking off the last great entreaty at home
thrown on the City, because they would not agree to give up
the power to arrest canons and servants in the churchyard.
They came before the Chancellor and two Justices at Lambeth,
" after mete." Hengston not being there it was adjourned to
the Exchequer Chamber till the morrow.

XXVI.—Shillingford to his Fellows. ( ? ) 2 4 May, 1448.
[Draft Letter.] . . . . . 6 7
He left Exeter on Wednesday next after Corpus Christi, and

reached London on the Saturday following. He describes his
interviews with the Chancellor and the two Chief Justices.
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XXVII.—Petition of the Mayor and Citizens of Exeter to the
Lord Chancellor and the two Chief Justices . C9
The evidence being ready, they pray for a day for the cause

to be heard before the Lords, according to the King's com-
mandment. The matter " hath honged yn debate by tyme
of iiij yere, of which tyme almost two yere yn yntrete."
This petition appears to have been appended to a brief of the
evidence produced before the Chancellor and the Justices.
No. XXIX. is evidently taken from it.

XXVIII.—A Memorandum of an Address to Sir Eichard New-
ton at the Assizes, desiring him to decide the matter,
with the assistance of Sir Philip Courtenay and Sir
William Bonevyll. (?) August, 1448 . . 70

XXIX.—Petition of the Mayor and Citizens to the Earl of
Devonshire, Sir Philip Courtenay, and Sir William
Bonevyll, praying them to make an end of the matter,
which had been " yn debate by tyme of iiij yere, of
the whiche tyme almost ij yere yn entrety " . . 71

PAET II.

XXX.—The Mayor's Articles of Complaint against the
Bishop, Dean, and Chapter . . . 7 5
Thees ben the articulis of the right grete injuries and

wronges done by the Bishop Dean and Chapitre yn severall
and comyn of the Cathedrall Churche of Seynt Peter of
Excetre theire minesters officers servantis and tenauntys done
to the Maier Bailliffs and Communalte of the same Cite by
protestacion to resorte to theire name of corporacion ac-
cordant to theire title of prescripcion grauntis of the Kyng and
his proginators to syne and to be syned.

XXXI.—The Mayor's Articles of Complaint against the
Bishop, Dean, and Chapter. [Draft.] . . 81)

XXXII.—Draft of Article IX. of the Mayor's Articles of
Complaint . . . . . . i);>
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XXXIII.—The Answers of the Bishop, Dean, and Chapter, to
the Mayor's Articles . . . . 9 5
Thes ben the Answeres of the Bisshop of the Cathedrall

Chirch of Saint Petre in Excetre Dean and Chapitre of the
same to the Articles of compleynte ayens hem purposed by
the Maier Baillyfs and Comminalte of the Citee of Excetre.

XXXIV.—The Mayor's Eeplications to the Bishop's Answers . 105
These buth the repplicacons of the Maier Baillifs and

Comminalte of the Citee of Excestre to the Answeris of the
Bysshop Dean and Chapitre of the Cathedrall Churche of
Excestre.

XXXV.—The Bishop's Articles against the City to prove that
the Bishop's Fee is distinct and separate from the
City . . . . . . 114
These maters folwyng prove that the Cathedral Churche of

Excetre and the Cimitere thereof and also the Bysshoppis fee
there, otherwise called Seynt Stephenys fee, buth distyncte
and ceparate fro the Cyte of Excetre.

X X X V I . — T h e Mayor 's Answers to t he Bishop's Art icles of
Proof . . . . . . 116
These bene the Aunswerys to the Articulis of Provys y

putte yn by the [Bysshopp Deane and Chapitre of the] Cathe-
drall Churche of Exeter ayens the Mayer Baylyfs and [Com-
minalte of the same Cite to prove that the] seide Cathedrall
Churche the Cymetere thereof and that [they calle now the
Bysshoppis fe otherwyse and rather y] called Seynt Stephens
ys fee and nowe otherwyse they calle [the Bisshoppis fee]
sholde be ceparate and distyncte away fro the seyd Cytee.

XXXV.*—The Mayor's Answer to the Eeplication of the Answer
of the Bishop . . . . . 1 2 6
These ben the Answeres of the Mayer Bailliffs and Com-

minalte of the Cite of Excetre to the Beplicacion of the An-
sweres to the Articlis of Compleyntys of the Eight Eeverende
Fader yn God the Bisshop of the Cathedrall Churche of
Seynt Peter of Excetre, the Dean and Chapitre of the same
Churche.

* This and the following Numbers have been inadvertently wrongly printed in
the text. They should be numbered two on.
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