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JOE GANI, 90 YEARS

Photograph taken 2008

Joe Gani

December 15, 2014 marks Joe Gani’s 90th birthday. In April this year the Applied Probability
Trust, in conjunction with The University of Sheffield, hosted three lectures to mark fifty years of
publication of the Journal of Applied Probability and, in December, a jubilee volume (JAP 51A)
of papers will appear. These activities bear witness to the lasting impact of Joe Gani’s initiatives
in the early 1960s, when he played the major role in establishing the Applied Probability Trust
as a means of facilitating publication of research papers in applied probability.

As Sir John Kingman noted in his jubilee lecture, few journals have been steered by the
same individual for a period of fifty years. As Editor of the Journal of Applied Probability and
Advances in Applied Probability for three decades, Joe initially took a hands on role in shaping
and caring for these journals. Later, Chris Heyde took over, and then Sgren Asmussen became
Editor. However, Joe maintained a keen eye on the progress of both journals and of their
sister Applied Probability Trust publications, The Mathematical Scientist and Mathematical
Spectrum. We Trustees know how much this seemingly simple publication enterprise owes to
its founder at all of the editorial, management, and strategic levels. Key to these endeavours is
a determination to care for the people in his community, whether they be colleagues, writers,
or employees.

Joe has been an academic leader, building departments, encouraging others, and showing the
way forward, in the United Kingdom, USA, and Australia. From these bases, he has travelled
much more of the world to encourage and cajole others in the world of international science.

Canberra has now been home for Joe since 1991. He also lived there for seven years
from 1974 as head of CSIRO’s Division of Mathematics and Statistics, and before that at the
Australian National University in 1951 and 1961-64 as a research student, fellow, and senior
fellow. It was appropriate, then, that a score of his some-time colleagues from the broader
mathematical and statistical community marked this anticipated birthday at lunch in September
at ANU’s University House, his first Canberra ‘home’.

Joe continues to edit The Mathematical Scientist, as he has since its inception in his days
with CSIRO. His contribution to JAP 51A and continued collaboration with others on like-
minded essays illustrating the power of applied mathematics testify to his belief in the role of
mathematics in helping us to understand diverse aspects of the world around us.
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As Trustees of the Applied Probability Trust, it is a pleasure and an honour to send Joe our
warmest greetings for his birthday and to extend our heartfelt thanks for all that he has done
for the Trust, the journals, and the applied probability community in general.
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