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Benjamin Soares
Susan Reynolds Whyte
Zachary Wright

Trustees · Conseil d’Administration
Karin Barber  
Ken Barlow 
Philip Burnham, Honorary Director · Directeur Honoraire 
Richard Fardon, Chair of Trustees · Président du Conseil d’Administration 
Katherine Homewood  
Deborah James 
Mary Jay 
Murray Last

Staff 
Brian Johnson, Treasurer · Trésorier 
Stephanie Kitchen, Managing Editor · Directrice de la rédaction 
Anna de Mutiis, Outreach and Administrative Officerhttps://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972021000905 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972021000905


AFRICA
Vol. 92 No. 1 2022

Editors · Rédacteurs en chef
Julie Archambault, Maxim Bolt and Asonzeh Ukah

Local Intellectuals Editor · Responsable de la rubrique lettrés locaux
Karin Barber

Reviews Editor · Rédactrice comptes-rendus
Keren Weitzberg

Local intellectuals
The narrative of Zaga Christ (S. ägga Krәstos): the first published African  

autobiography (1635)
Matteo Salvadore � 1

Rethinking Achille Mbembe’s ‘Provisional notes on the postcolony’

Introduction
Wale Adebanwi and Rogers Orock � 42

‘Provisional notes on the postcolony’ in Congo studies: an overview of themes  
and debates

Katrien Pype� 49

Chinua Achebe’s postcolony: a literary anthropology of postcolonial decadence
Rogers Orock� 71

On the theologico-theatrical: popular culture and the economic imperative in  
Nigerian Pentecostalism

Ebenezer Obadare� 93

The carnality of power
Wale Adebanwi� 112

Politics by night
Politics by night: histories of extraversion and rumours of body part theft  

on the south coast of Kenya
Zebulon Dingley� 133

Journal of the International African Institute
Revue de l’Institut Africain International

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972021000905 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0001972021000905


Reviews of books 

Review article: Joseph Tonda, the social sciences and the vortex of city life in Africa

Joseph Tonda, The Modern Sovereign: the body of power in Central Africa (Congo  
and Gabon)

Joseph Tonda, Afrodystopie: la vie dans le rêve d’autrui
Joseph Tonda, L’Impérialisme postcolonial: critique de la société des éblouissements
Joseph Tonda, La Guérison divine en Afrique centrale (Congo, Gabon)
Florence Bernault and Peter Geschiere� 152

Mehita Iqani and Simidele Dosekun (eds), African Luxury: aesthetics and politics
Rachel Spronk� 160

Angela Impey, Song Walking: women, music, and environmental justice in an  
African borderland

Liz Gunner� 162

Urmila Mohan and Laurence Douny (eds), The Material Subject: rethinking  
bodies and objects in motion

Miriam Aurora Hammeren Pedersen and Francis B. Nyamnjoh� 164

Alison Heller, Fistula Politics: birthing injuries and the quest for continence  
in Niger

Adeline Masquelier� 166

Adeline Masquelier, Fada: boredom and belonging in Niger
Uroš Kovačம� 168
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