
PREFACE

The International Glaciological Society’s International Symposium on Sea Ice
was held in Dunedin, New Zealand on 5–9 December 2005. Local arrange-
ments were undertaken by a committee comprising Pat Langhorne (Chair),
Chris Petrich, Kerry Buchan, Sarah Mager, Vernon Squire, Russell Frew, Mike
Williams, Blair Fitzharris, Harry Keys and Tim Haskell. Graduate students
Nicole Albrecht, Marc Mueller-Stoffels, Daisuke Yamagishi, Craig Purdie, Tim
Williams and Rory Gamble assisted during the Symposium. The post-
symposium field trip to Central Otago and the glaciers of the West Coast of
New Zealand was led by Sarah Mager and Chris Petrich.

Financial support for the Symposium was provided by University of Otago,
National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research, and the Royal Society of
New Zealand. Additional support was provided by the following co-sponsors:
Department of Conservation, New Zealand and Iso-trace New Zealand Ltd.

The Symposium was attended by 126 participants from 14 countries and
232 papers were presented: 176 as oral presentations and 56 as poster
presentations. Of the papers presented at the symposium, 65 were accepted for
publication in this volume after being peer-reviewed and edited according to
the normal standards of the International Glaciological Society. The Chief
Editors, Pat Langhorne and Vernon Squire, are especially grateful to the team of
specialist Associate Editors who ably covered the broad range of topics
included in the Symposium. In addition, this team was generously supported
by a community of anonymous reviewers who have worked hard to ensure the
quality of the papers in this volume.

The publication of this volume occurs at a crucial time. As we write these
words, Al Gore’s documentary An Inconvenient Truth is provoking consider-
able debate among the general public – not just informed scientists as in the
past. Global climate change, with its potentially profound consequences to
humankind, is being talked about everywhere. Many papers in this volume are
focused on the role played by the polar regions in this transformation. Scientists
should not lose faith in the importance of their work and must continue to
publicize the unpalatable truths about the long-term consequences of ignoring
the inevitable.
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