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CROSSING OCEAN PARKWAY
Readings by an Italian American Daughter

Marianna De Marco Torgovnick

“Crossing Ocean Parkway 
is a brave, enlightening, 
compassionate and beauti-
fully written work in a new 
genre—the memoir evoked 
through a prism of sharply 
analytic critical theory.”
—-Joyce Carol Oates

“In a series of deeply 
honest, moving, and inti-
mate essays, Marianna 
Torgovnick makes crossing

Ocean Parkway a metaphor for all kinds of cultural crossings 
in American life—leaving home, outgrowing ethnicity, 
redefining womanhood. Her specific topic is Italian-Ameri-
can identity, but she speaks to a much wider shared experi-
ence of separation, self-definition, loss and reconciliation.
A book to cherish.”—Elaine Showalter, Princeton University

“In this memoir Torgovnick proves herself to be a rare breed: 
a cultural critic who writes lucidly and perceptively not only 
about her chosen texts, but about herself.”—Kirkus Reviews
Cloth $22.50 192 pages

Now available in paper

FRENCH LESSONS
A Memoir 

Alice Kaplan
“French Lessons, a memoir rich 
in the curious novelistic detail 
of childhood, is also a passionate 
record of an intellectual coming 

of age.”—Cathleen Schine,
New York Newsday 
Paper $9.95 232 pages

H£ N R f -JftA N MART!N

THE HISTORY 
AND POWER 
of  WRITING

THE HISTORY 
AND POWER 
OF WRITING
Henri-Jean Martin
Translated by Lydia C. Cochrane

“Fascinating....Martin’s narra-
tive invests his topic with a dra-
matic intensity that is its due. 
Censorship, book burning, and 
the societal implications of read-
ing and writing are all scruti-
nized in his authoritative study.” 
—Booklist

“Martin has produced the think-
ing man’s equivalent of a near 
perfect summertime book. Be 
prepared to haul his thick tome 
out to the beach, day after day.
He has worven nearly every last 
possible social and political spinoff 
of writing into a mesmerizing his-
torical account.”—Ron Grossman, 
Chicago Tribune
Cloth $39.95 608 pages illus.

The  University  of  Chicago  Press

5801 S. Ellis Ave., Chicago, IL 60637
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Newly Revised Bestseller — Available in Two Versions

THE STORY
AND

ITS WRITER
AN WftSCOlMlIOh TO SHCtl HCJION

Fall 1994/paper 
1680 pages/$25 net 
Instructor’s Manual

Fall 1994/paper 
960 pages/$18 net 

Instructor’s Manual

THE STORY AND ITS WRITER 
An Introduction to Short Fiction
Fourth Edition
Ann Charters, University of Connecticut

■ new edition of the best-selling, and most comprehensive, anthology 
for introductory fiction courses ■ 124 alphabetically arranged stories 
(52 new) by 104 writers (22 new) ■ diverse selections include traditional 
favorites as well as stories by international writers, American multicultural 
writers, contemporary writers, and women ■ features 54 commentaries 
on writing short stories by the writers themselves ■ new Casebooks
on Raymond Carver, Flannery O’Connor, and Leslie Marmon Silko
■ unobtrusive yet abundant editorial apparatus ■ new chronological 
listing of authors and stories ■ comprehensive instructor’s manual

“This is the best fiction anthology I have found in twenty years of 
teaching. The selections are first rate, and the writers’ commentaries make 
effective teaching easy.”

— Elise F. Knapp, Western Connecticut State University

“Over and over again I’ve had students tell me ‘this is the one textbook 1 
won’t sell back.’”

— Sara McAulay, California State University—Hayward

THE STORY AND ITS WRITER 
An Introduction to Short Fiction
Compact Fourth Edition
Ann Charters, University of Connecticut

■ compact fourth edition of the best-selling anthology for introductory 
fiction courses ■ 60 stories by 53 writers ■ 33 traditional favorites,
20 stories by international writers, 10 stories by American multicultural 
writers, 15 contemporary stories published since 1975, and 30 stories by 
women ■ 3 3 commentaries about the craft of the short story by many 
of the writers in the anthology ■ arranged alphabetically for ease of use
■ unique new Casebook on Raymond Carver ■ unobtrusive yet abundant 
editorial apparatus Hnew chronological listing of authors and stories
■ comprehensive instructor’s manual

“This shorter edition maintains the range of both subject and style that 
makes its full-length companion so effective. I would hesitate to teach a 
class on short fiction without it.”

— Marshall Klimasewiski, University of Hartford

Bedford Books of St. Martin’s Press 
For exam copies, call 1-800-446-8923
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