Walking to Work

Tramps in America, 1790-1935
Edited by Eric H. Monkkonen

Although the tramp has long been
a figure of wide popular appeal, the
realities of the tramping life have
been obscured by sensationalism
or sentiment. As this pathbreaking
scholarly study of the subject dem-
onstrates, the real social history of
tramps is that of the wandering un-
employed, “walking to work’—
often to distant locations—not out
of whimsy but out of need.
Employing a wide range of pre-
viously unused sources, these
eight essays deromanticize the
tramping phenomenon by identify-

ing its economic causes; by ex-
amining the ethnic, demographic,
and personal characteristics of the
seemingly anonymous tramp
population and by considering links
between tramps and social orga-
nizations. The resulting composite
picture is a complex portrait of an
often misunderstood social class.
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THE POLITICS OF
URBAN FISCAL POLICY

edited by TERRENCE J. McDONALD, Dept. of History,
University of Michtgan—Ann Arbor
& SALLY K. WARD, Dept. of Sociology,
University of New Hampshire—Durham

While existing literature on urban history focuses chiefly on urban
social aspects, the political and fiscal components of urban history
have been almost completely ignored. In a time when “American cities
teeter on the edge of insolvency,” the editors address the important
question of urban fiscal policy, giving the issue historical and theoreti-
cal perspective with a strong empirical base. Applying social science
methods to widely available—but mostly neglected—{fiscal data, these
respected contributors provide in-depth analyses of specific cities and
cover a wide range of topics within urban finance. Their interrelated
essays significantly advance understanding of the development of
urban fiscal politics in America.

CONTENTS: Preface STANLEY L. ENGERMAN / Editors’ Acknowledg-
ments / 1. Introduction TERRENCE J. McDONALD & SALLY K. WARD /2.
San Francisco: Socioeconomic Change, Political Culture, and Fiscal Politics,
1870-1906 TERRENCE J. McDONALD / 3. Bosses, Reform, and the Socio-
economic Bases of Urban Expenditure, 1890-1940 M. CRAIG BROWN &
CHARLES N. HALABY / 4. Conflict, Crime, and Budgetary Constraint: Police
Strength in Detroit, 1927-1976 DAVID McDOWALL & COLIN LOFTIN /5.
The Politics of Municipal Indebtedness and Default, 1850-1936 ERIC H.
MONKKONEN / 6. Afterword JOHN MODELL
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of Special
INTEREST

CLIO AND
THE BITCH GODDESS

Quantification in
American Political History

by ALLAN G. BOGUE, Frederick Jackson Turner Professor
of History, Unwversity of Wisconsin—Madison
Published in cooperation with the
Social Science History Association

Decades ago when quantitative history was still in its infancy, a
president of the American Historical Association warned followers of
the History Muse, Clio, never to “worship at the shrine of that bitch-
goddess, quantification.”
Allan G. Bogue is a central figure in the quantitative revolution that
has since transformed historical scholarship. The essays in this
volume provide an account of the sources, objectives, and technigues of
cliometrics; sketches of leading personalities in the movement; com-
mentary on its successes and failures; and fresh insights into the way
major methodological innovations are entering mainstream historical
research. Together, they comprise a provocative overview of the his-
torical development—and basic principles—of rigorous empirical
analysis in American Political History.
“Thes book is a guide to good historiographic practices for all histori-
ans. . .. Itis a reasoned argument for a return, on a new and higher level,
to old concerns for the quality and reliability of evidence, and for more
careful attention to the inferences that particular bodies of evidence can
support. . .. Cliometric approaches to such matters as “sampling bias,”
“model misspecification,” and “data gaps” have, [ Bogue] shows, appli-
cability to virtually every type of historical evidence.”

—from the Introduction by Robert Fogle,

University of Chicago Business School
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