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Although the tramp has long been 
a figure of wide popular appeal, the 
realities of the tramping life have 
been obscured by sensationalism 
or sentiment. As this pathbreaking 
scholarly study of the subject dem­
onstrates, the real social history of 
tramps is that of the wandering un­
employed, "walking to work"— 
often to distant locations—not out 
of whimsy but out of need. 

Employing a wide range of pre­
viously unused sources, these 
eight essays deromanticize the 
tramping phenomenon by identify­

ing its economic causes; by ex­
amining the ethnic, demographic, 
and personal characteristics of the 
seemingly anonymous tramp 
population and by considering links 
between tramps and social orga­
nizations. The resulting composite 
picture is a complex portrait of an 
often misunderstood social class. 
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