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Abstract

\n approach to p-adic interpolation via divided differences is used to give alternative proofs of
esults of van der Poorten on p-adic exponential polynomials and to derive a p-adic analogue of
“uran’s first main theorem on sums of powers.
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1. Introduction

As can be seen, for example, from Gelfond (1960) or Baker (1975), an important
vart in the theory of transcendence is played by auxiliary results about classical
xponential polynomials

m p(i)—1 .
E(z)=2 X a,Zexp(wz) (2 €0C),
i=1 j=0
vhere the frequencies w,, . . . , w,, and the coefficients a;fori=1...,m and

=0,...,p() — 1, belong to the complex field C. These auxiliary results give
ipper bounds for the ratio M(R)/ M(r), where 0 <r < R and

, M(R) = max{|E(z)|; |z} = R},
nd hence for the number of zeros of E in a certain disk and for the absolute
alues of its coefficients under certain conditions. Proofs of such results typically

nvolve the use of interpolation, and recent work of this kind is described, for
xample, in van der Poorten (1977) and also in Balkema and Tijdeman (1973),
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where an interpolation method is used to obtain an upper bound for
M(R)/M(r) and also to prove refinements of Turan’s theorems on sums of
powers.

In 1972, Shorey (1972 a and b) initiated the investigation of corresponding
results and their applications for p-adic exponential polynomials, that is, ex-
ponential polynomials over §2,, the completion (with respect to the p-adic
valuation | |,) of the algebraic closure of the p-adic field Q,, for a given prime p.
Shorey used p-adic interpolation methods modelled on the classical case, with
Schnirelman integrals in place of contour integrals. Van der Poorten (1976 a and
b) applied different methods and (1976b) obtained more refined estimates by
using a precise form of the Hermite interpolation formula. Subsequently Robba,
in a paper (1977) which came to our notice only after the present paper was
completed, gave a very simple and elegant proof, depending on the Newton
polygon, the differential equation and the power series, of van der Poorten’s
theorem on zeros.

In this paper we present a different approach to p-adic interpolation and
apply it (in sections 4 and 5) to obtain alternative proofs of theorems on
exponential polynomials corresponding to those of van der Poorten. We also use
it (in section 6) to obtain a p-adic analogue of the version of Turan’s first main
theorem considered by Balkema and Tijdeman (1973), and we indicate how a
corresponding approach simplifies their proof of the complex version of this
theorem. The essence of our approach is that it avoids complicated interpolation
formulae by depending heavily on divided differences.

To indicate the kind of result obtainable by this approach, we now give, in a
slightly weakened form, our main result on exponential polynomials (Theorem 2
below), which is very close to the corresponding result on page 13 of van der
Poorten (1976b).

For fixed positive real #, and positive integral m, p(1), p(2), . . ., p(m), let
n=37_p(i), letw, ..., w, be distinct elements of , such that

|wi|[, < p VD=6 (i=1...,m),
and let E be a fixed exponential polynomial function of the form

m p(i)—1

E(z)=2 2 a,z/exp(wz) (|z|p <p0),

i=1 j=0
where
a; €Q, G=1...,mj=0...,p() —1).
Further, for fixed positive integral / and non-negative integral s;, 5,, . . . , 5, let

!
s = 5,

i=1
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and let By, . . ., S, be distinct elements of &, such that
B, <1 Gi=1...,1).
Let w, b, B be real numbers such thatw > 0,5 > 0,
o = @l 2w (G #))
|8, = Bl, b (i #))
[EO(B)/j!,<B (0<j<s—11<i<I).

If n>1and
(1.1 s> (n— 1)+([logp(n—1)] +1-1/(p—1))/8,

then for each pair of integers M, N such that 1 < M <m, 0 < N < p(M) — 1,
we have

lN!aMNlp < w—n+1+Nbl—sB,

where a,,, is the coefficient of z Vexp(w,,z) in E(z).

By applying the above theorem to an exponential polynomial with at least s
zeros in the unit circle where s satisfies (1.1), we see that the right-hand side of
(1.1) also gives an upper bound for the number of zeros in the unit circle of an
exponential polynomial which does not vanish identically. This theorem on
zeros can also be proved directly, without recourse to Theorem 2, and it will
appear as Theorem 1 below.

The work described here originated in the idea, which was due to Vichian
Laohakosol, of finding p-adic analogues of the methods of Balkema and
Tijdemann (1973) and using them to improve the results of Shorey (1972a, b) on
exponential polynomials. A more detailed discussion of p-adic interpolation,
including an account of an earlier version of this work, is given in Laohakosol
(1978).

2. Preliminaries on p-adic analysis.

Throughout sections 2 to 5, p is a fixed prime, and Q,,, | |,, £, are as defined in
section I, and all functions considered have domain and range contained in Q,.
For r > 0 and a function f bounded on |z|, = r, we write

M(r) = max{|f(2)|,; |z|, = r}.

We assume the basic results on p-adic analysis, most of which are set out in
Adams (1966), and, in particular we need the following results.
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LEMMA 1 (maximum modulus theorem). For given R > 0, let f be analytic in
|z, <R,

f)=3 ¢ (dl, <R).
j=0

Then for any r such that 0 <r < R

2.1) |f(2)|, < M{r) for all z such that |z|, < r,
(2.2) Alf(r) = xj'nfa(|c]|pr’,
23) SO0, < LMY (G=0,1,2,...).

PrOOF. See the lemma following the statement of Theorem 1 of Adams and
Straus (1971) and Theorem 9 of Adams (1966).

LEMMA 2. For any positive integer m, let s(m) denote the sum of the p-adic digits

of m,
s(m)=ay+ a, + - - +a,
where
m=ap'+a_p"" '+ +ap+a, O0<ag<p-1(i=0...,0).
Then

Iml| = p(—m*stm)/G=1),
P

PROOF. See Lemma 3.1 of Bachman (1964).

It then follows (see, for example, page 306 of Adams (1966) or Theorem 3.1 of
Bachman (1964)) that the p-adic exponential function defined by

[o o] i
expz =e*= > % (Izlp <p"/(’_'))
i=o ¥

is well-defined and analytic on |z|, < p~'/*~D, and
(24) le* — 1], =lzl,  (lzl, <p™/€7D).
At one point we shall use the Schnirelman integral of f on the circle |z|, = R,

where f is analytic on |z|, < p and 0 < R < p. This integral, which is defined on
page 298 of Adams (1966), is denoted by

f f(2) dz.
0,R
It is easily shown (see, for example, Theorem 1 of Adams (1966)) that
2.5 z) dz| € M{R).
(25) J, J@ o) < MR)
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3. Basic results on p-adic interpolation

3.1 Throughout section 3, the following notation will be used: m, n are fixed
positive integers, p(i) (i = 1, . . ., m) are fixed positive integers such that

n= § p(i),

i=1
o, (i=1,...,m) are distinct fixed elements of Qp, and fori=1,...,m we
write a; for the p(i)-dimensional vector with all components equal to a;, so that

o = (o, q,...,0)€ QRO
As in the classical case (see, for example, Gelfond (1971)), for any given set of
elements ¢;; (j=0,...,p() — 1,i=1,..., m) of ,, there is a unique poly-
nomial P (over §,) of the form

n—1

P(z) = 2 szk’
k=0

which we shall say is “of degree at most n — 1, such that

3.1 Pa;) = ¢, (G=0,...,p()—Li=1,...,m).
In particular, for each pair M, N such that
(3.2) I<M<m, O0<KN<p(M)-1

we denote by Q,,y the unique polynomial of degree at most n — 1 such that for
i,j as above

(33) Oipta) = {1 GN = (1)

0 otherwise.
Clearly the unique polynomial P satisfying (3.1) is then given by

m p(i)—1
(34) P(z) = '§1 go cijQij(z)‘

3.2 We shall be concerned with the unique interpolation polynomial P of
degree at most n — 1 such that

(3.5) P9(a)) = fU«,) (G=0,...,0(0) - 1Li=1,...,m),
where f is analytic in |z|, < p and

max |a|, < p.
We write

("lo, Ms - "1,._1) = (ah a, ... am)

= (O ey Uy Oy e ey Uy e e ey Gy e e o 5 Q)
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where, in the vector on the right, each «; is repeated p(i) times, and we write
(3.6) P =f(modng,...,M,_,)
if and only if (3.5) holds. The divided differences [n;, 415 - - -5 Ways f] are
defined as follows:

[m:f]=Sf(m) (O<i<n-1,
and, for 0 <i <i+j <nandnw, # 7,

BT [laeerinyif] = Lo ""*"“;,,f ]__,,["‘*" SRELVEIY
i i+ j

while, for 0 <i <i+j <mnandy, =

[17 7 f] = lim [71,-, t ’ni+j—l;f] -_[ni+l"' s Miwj—1p M5 ]
i+ oo Misjs .

= n—m
For (ng, - . -, m,_,) and f as above, if 5, = 9, ;, then we have
W= Met = " T M1 = My

and it is easily shown that

[ni’ SR "7i+j;f] =["7i3 N> -+ -5 ni;f] = fO(n) /).
3.3 As with Newton’s formula in the classical case, it is easily shown that the

interpolation polynomial P of degree at most n — 1 such that (3.5), or equiva-
lently (3.6), holds, satisfies

n—1

(3.8) P(z)= 2 [0 flz—mg) - - - (2 = m_y),

Jj=0
(3'9) f(Z) - P(Z) =[Z, Mo -+« » nn—l;f](z - "'Io) o (Z - nn—])‘
Moreover, if
max |e;|, = max|n;|, <R <p
H i

then for f as above it is easily shown by induction that

o 2)z dz
e A SRR P s

It then follows from (3.9) that if

maxlnilp < |z|p < R < ps
i

then

f) = P = [ H(;”)M-— du

Ri=o\ U =0 ) (u— z)

By applying (2.5) to this integral, we obtain the following estimate of the error.
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LEMMA 3. Suppose that
lal, <lzol, <R <p (i=1,...,m),
and P is the interpolation polynomial of degree at most n — 1 such that (3.5) holds,
where f is analytic on |z|, < p. Then
| f(zg) = P(2o)l, < |2ol,R"M{R).

3.4 The following lemmas give some further results on divided differences and
interpolation polynomials which will be used later.

LEMMA 4. For integral j, let IV be the function defined by
(3.10) F(z) = 2/,

and let , . . . , 1, be given, for non-negative integral k.
(i) Suppose that |n;|, < A fori =0, ..., k,andj > k; then

l["?o, N+ - -5 Mis Ij]|p < A7k,

(i) Suppose that n, . . ., m, are distinct, |n|, > 1 for i =0,...,kandj > 1;
then

lp

[0 s - o s T7] 1, < fmomy = - el
PRrOOF. It is easily verified that forj > k
[770, e Mis Ij] = 2 MMt M
N

where the summation is extended over all non-negative integers s, . . . , 5, such
that

So+ S+ +s,=j—k,
and (i) then follows. For any function f and distinct 7, . . . , 7, we have, as in
the classical case,

= k S(n,)
i = A

by applying this to both the relevant divided differences we obtain
_ 1. gtk k .
[0, om s P = (D9 - - [0 - - o ms TP,
and by using (i) and the condition || , < 1 we get (ii).

LEMMAvS. For m,n, p(1), ..., p(m), ay, . .., a, as in subsection 3.1 and given
positive A and p, suppose that

max|e;|, <4 <p
1
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and that f is analytic in |z|, < p with power series

)= 3 oo

Jj=0

Let P be the unique polynomial of degree at most n — 1 such that (3.5) holds, and

write
n—1
P(z) = X pz.
k=0
Then
| — &l, < max|c,|, 4% (0<k<n-—1).
14 j>n J\p
Proor. Taking 7, . . ., m,_, as in subsection 3.2, we see from the properties

of power series that
o0
[no,...,n,;f]=2 Cj[ﬂo,---,m;lj] 0<i<n-1),
j=0

where I is as in (3.10). By (3.8), it follows that
[} n—1 )

P =3 gh() = 3 ¢/ + 3 6B(a)

ji=0

where

n-1

Pj(z) = 2 [TIo, < M Ij](z - "Io) tU (Z - T'i—l)’

that is, P; is the unique polynomial of degree at most n — 1 such that
P,=F (modngy, ...,n, )
As [n], <A for all i, the p-adic value of the coefficient of z* in
(z—mg):- - (z—m_)fori — 1 > kisatmostA'~* Also, by Lemma 4 (i)
|[n0, M Ij]lp < A7,
Multiplying, we see that the p-adic value of the coefficient of z* in ¢;P(z) for
J > nis at most

g, 477475 = |¢| 477,

and the required inequality follows.

LEMMA 6. For m, n, p(1), ..., p(m), ay, . . ., a,, as in subsection 3.1, suppose
Jfurther that
(3.11) lal, <1 (i=1,...,m), loy — &, >a (i+)).
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For given M, N satisfying (3.2), let Q = Q,,n be the unique polynomial of degree
at most n — 1 such that (3.3) holds, and write

n—1

Q(z) = 2 qkzk-
k=0

Then
IN'g ], <a™*'"*¥  (k=0,...,n—1).

ProoF. Without loss of generality, suppose M = 1 and hence N < p(1) — 1.
We define 7y, . . ., ,_, as in subsection 3.2 (so that 5, = 7y = a, for 0 <i <
p(1) — 1), and note that the [n;, n,4y, - - ., W, ;; Q] are uniquely determined by
the conditions (3.3). Therefore the identity corresponding to (3.8) holds with P
and f replaced by Q, and since ||, < 1 for all i it follows that for all &

(3.12) |gl, < max{|[ng. ..., m; Q]l,;0 <j<n—1}.
By subsection 3.2 (applied to Q) and (3.3) with M = 1, we see that if n,,; = »;
then
j |
[ni,...,ni+j;Q]= i =1 ifg, =a,j=N
0 otherwise.

By using (3.7) when 7, ; # 7,, we see that the divided differences before the Nth
are all zero, and that for 0 < i < n — 1 — N the Nth differences satisfy

1
— fi<p(l)—1—-N
[ oomans 0] =1 W7 HE<PD)
0 otherwise.
Since 1 > |n,,, — wl, > a if n,,; # 7, it follows by induction on j (starting with
j=N)thatfor0< j<n—-1land0<i<n-1-—
INU M - amiays @I, <@?*N <at R,

and (3.12) now yields the required result.

By a more careful argument along the same lines, it can be shown that for
i+j>2p(Dandi<p(l) -1 - N

i+j
|N![71i’ s Mg Q]lp < g'*iHN-e ] Ino — nkl;l'
k=p(1)
This leads to the more precise inequality
(3.13) INtgl, <a?0+ 1N ] o, — of;p0.

JEM
The following lemma is an immediate consequence of Lemma 6 and (3.4).
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LeMMA 7. For m, n, p(1), . . ., p(m), ay, . . ., a,, as in Lemma 6 (so that (3.11)
holds), and c;; (1 < i <m,0 < j < p(i) — 1) such that

Cij

SC (1<i<m0<j<p(i)-1),

let P be the unique polynomial of degree at most n — 1 such that
PN a)=¢; (1<i<m0<;j<p(i)—1).
If |z|, > 1, then
|P(z)|, < Ca'~"|z[37".

4. Zeros of p-adic exponential polynomials

We shall use Lemma 5 to prove the following theorem.

THEOREM 1. For given positive real 8 and positive integral m, p(1), . . ., p(m),

such that
m
n= > p(i)>1,
i=1
let w,, . .., w, be distinct elements of Qp such that
4.1) max |o,|, = W < p/@ b0
]

and let E be an exponential polynomial of the form

m p()—1

Ez)= Y 2 a,z/exp(wz) (|z|,, <p?),

i=1 j=0
where
aijEQp (i=1,.,.,m,j=0,...,P(i)_l)-

If E does not vanish identically, then the number zeros of E (counted with
multiplicity) in |z|, < 1 is at most H, where

o s(j) = 1
(4.2) H=n ‘+,<’}‘3:‘_,((p—1)0)’

and s(j) denotes the sum of the p-adic digits of j, as in Lemma 2.

The value of H given here is the same as that obtained by Robba (1977),
whereas van der Poorten (1976b) gives

r 1
(4.3) H<n—1+0<1313px_1{[10gp(n+r)]—p_ 1}5’

which is very close to (4.2), since s(j) < ([log,j] + D(p — 1).
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Our estimate of the number of zeros of E will be derived by obtaining upper
and lower bounds for M (R)/ M(r) for suitable R, rsuch that ] <r <R < P,
and, as in the classical case, the required upper bound is obtained by using an
appropriate interpolation polynomial, which we now introduce.

For fixed v € §, such that

o, = R <p?,

let f be the function analytic in |z|, < p~'/¢~Y~? defined by
f(z) = exp(vz).

Let P be the unique polynomial of degree at most n — 1 such that for i, j as in
Theorem 1

PU)(‘*’:‘) = (DU)(CXP vz)),-wi = UjexP(U‘*’i) = f(i)(wi)'

The following lemma gives the connection between E and P.

LeMMA 8. Let v, E(z), P(z) be as above and let

n—1
P(z) = X p7.
j=0
Then
n—1
E(v) = 3 pEY0).
j=0

PrOOF. The proof is as in the classical case, for example, see in the proof of
Lemma 1 page 121 of Baker (1975).

We now use this lemma to get our upper bound for M (R)/ M(r).

LEMMA 9. Let 8, W, and E be as in Theorem 1, so that (4.1) holds, and let r and
R be such that
1<r<R<p’
Then -

Mg(R) < Mg(r)R max r7W'7|j1| .
1<j<n—

1

In particular, for given positive 8 and ¢ such that 8 > 2, we have

My(p®°) < p*M(p°),
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where

(4.4) K= max [ (j) +j(0 - e)}

1<j<n—1

s(j) — 1
—1)(0 — + .
Sh=DO-o+ M -1

Proor. By applying Lemma 8 with v such that [v}, = R and using (2.3) of
Lemma 1, we deduce that

4.5 M.(R) < ED !
(4.5) (R) < max  |pEPO)], < | max_ (Ips!,r”)Mg(r)

By applying Lemma 5 and using the facts that |w;|, < W (from (4.1)) and that

S v
f(z) = exp(oz) = S %2,

Jj=0 J!

with |v|, = R, we see that
1 J R'W™/
(4.6) |pJjtl, < max| R/, maxlj| !i!',, .
Now as n > 1, it follows from (2.2) of Lemma 1 and (2.4) and (4.1) that
(RW)' F
max HIR < max{|e® — 1| ,; |z], = RW} = RW.

Moreover, since RW < p~'/¢?~D by (4.1), Lemma 2 implies that for j > 1
R < |jY,RW'.
Thus the required inequality for M (R) and Mg(r) now follows from (4.5) and
(4.6), on noting that, by (4.6), | p0!|,r® < 1 < Rr".
Taking R = p’~* and r = p® and using Lemma 2 again to estimate |/!|,, we
obtain the final result.

Proor oF THEOREM 1. We now suppose that E does not vanish identically and
hence has a finite number, h, say, of zeros in |z| » < I (as follows, for example,

from Theorem 14 of Koblitz (1977)). Let a;, ..., a, be all zeros of E(z) in
|z], < 1. Define the function g by
E(z
5(2) = ()

(z-a)z—ea) - (z2— @)

Clearly, g is analytic in |z|, < p®. Hence, for any r, R such that 1 <r < R <p°®,
we have, using Lemma 1,

Mg(R)

R"

Mg(r)

M(r) = < M(R) =
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and hence
( R )" < M (R)
r h M(r) '

For fixed & satisfying 0 < ¢ < %0, take R = p®~¢, r = p°. Then by Lemma 9

R\* 2
(7) = p@-20h ¢ pK

where K is given by (4.4). It follows that

K 0 —¢ 1 s()—1
h<0_2£<(n 1)0_2£+0_28max( » =1 )

Letting ¢ — 0, we obtain

s() — 1
h<n—1+ —_—
" 1<r,n<ap).(—1((p - 1)0)’

as required.
If j < n— 1 <p, then s(j) = j. Hence we obtain

COROLLARY 1. Let the hypotheses of Theorem 1 be satisfied. If n < p, then the
number of zeros, h, of E in |z| , < lsatisfies
n—2

h<n—1+—-_,
(p— 18

For all n, we have

h<n—1+([log,(n—=1]+1-1/(p—-1))/8.

We note also that exclusion of the case n = 1 from the above results does no
harm, since by (2.4) we already know that if n = 1 then |E(2)|, = |ag,|, for all z
such that |z, < p°.

5. Coefficients of p-adic exponential polynomials

As a further application of our bound for M (R)/Mg(r) in Lemma 9, we
prove the following theorem, which is independent of Theorem 1 but uses, in
addition, Lemmas 3, 6 and 7.
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THEOREM 2. Let 8, W and E be as in Theorem 1, so that (4.1) holds, and for
given positive integral | and non-negative integral s, . . . , s, let

!
s = 2 S;
andlet B,, . . ., B, be distinct elements of Q, such that
|Bi§p<1 i=1...,0.
Let w, b, B be real numbers such that w > 0, b > 0,
lo; —wl, 2w (%)), |B—=Bl,>b (i+#))
[EV(B)/jY, <B (0<,<s5—10<i<I).

If s > H, where H is given by (4.2), as in Theorem 1, then for each pair of integers
M, N such that

1<M<m O0<N<pM) -1,
we have
|Nlapyl, < w'*¥="b!=*B,
(where a,,y is the coefficient of z™exp(wy,z) in E(z2)).
In order to estimate the coefficient a,,y, we use the following lemma.
LEMMA 10. For fixed positive integers M, N, let
n—1

0() = Qunl2) = 3 47/

be the unique polynomial of degree at most n — 1 such that

4 1 ifi=M,j=N
D) =
0%w,) { 0 otherwise,
where i runs from 1 to m and j runs from 0 to p(i) — 1 with
p(1) + - - - +p(m) = n.
Then
n—1
Ay = 20 g, E9(0).
j=

PROOF. See section 5 pages 87-88 of Mahler (1967).

We now prove Theorem 2, and so we suppose that s > H, where H is given by
(4.2). By Lemma 10 and (2.3) of Lemma 1 we have that for any r such that
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I<r< p”,

INtaynl, < | max_ [N1gl,r=]jtl, Mg(r).
By Lemma 6, it follows that
(5.1 INtaywl, < w!tN=rM (7).

We must now estimate M (r) and to do this we use an interpolation poly-
nomial P, the unique polynomial of degree at most s — 1 such that

PY(B) = EYY(B) (i=1...,0Lj=0,...,5—1).
By Lemma 3, for any R such that 1 <r < R < p?, we have for |z, = r,

r

|Ez) - P(2)], < () Me(R).

For any & such that 0 < ¢ < %0, we may take R = p®~¢ r = p*. Then it follows
from the above inequality and Lemma 9 that for |z|, = p°,

|E(2) = P(2)], < p~C 2 Mg(R) < p™M(r),
where
=-s(0 —2e) + (n — 1)(# — ) + max s—(j);l
1<j<n—-1 p—1
Since s > H, where H is given by (4.2), it follows that if ¢ is sufficiently small,
then L < 0 and so
|E(2) — P(2)|, < Mg(r),
and hence, by the strong triangle inequality
Mg(r) = Mp(r).
Also, by Lemma 7, since r > 1, we have
My(r) < Bb'~r L.
We now see, by (5.1), that for all € > 0 sufficiently small

IN!aMNlp < wl+N—nbl—:pe(s—l)B,

from which the required result follows by letting ¢ — 0.

A more precise result could clearly be obtained (as is done in Laohakosol
(1978)), at the price of more notational complexity, by using the more precise
version (3.13) of the inequality in Lemma 6 and a corresponding refinement of
Lemma 7. The result of van der Poorten (1976b) corresponding to the above
theorem again has H defined by (4.3).
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6. Turan’s first main theorem on sums of powers

In order to derive a p-adic version of Turan’s first main theorem, we shall
require the following lemma, which follows easily from the strong triangle
inequality.

LeMMA 11. Let Q(z) = 2% _, q.z" be a p-adic polynomial. Then for any two
sequences Mg, 1y, - . . , N, and by, by, . . ., b, of elements of Q we have

kéo b, Q)| < ( max |l )( max 2 by )

PrROOF. See Shorey (1972b), Lemma 6.
We shall now prove

THEOREM 3 (p-adic analogue of Turan’s first main theorem). Let m, n be two

non-negative integers, and let by, ..., b, and ng, ..., n, be two sequences of
elements of },. Then there exists an integer v with m + 1 <v <m + n + 1 such
that
n n
2 b 2 bk mm |7h| .
k=0 0<l<n

p k=0

PROOF. We may suppose without loss of generality that

min n, = 1,
0<ikn
and by using continuity we may also suppose that 7, . . ., , are distinct. Thus
we must show that there exists an integer » with m + 1 < v <m + n + 1 such
that
n n

2 beng| > 2 by

k=0 p k=0 |p
where 7, . . ., 7, are distinct. Using the notation (3.10), let Q be the unique
polynomial of degree at most n such that
(6.1) Q=I""""(modn,,...,n,).

By (3.8), we have

(6.2) 0(2)= X [770’ s s Ivm_l](z —me) (2 myy) = kéo az",

k=0
say. Lemma 4 (i1) shows that

oo I, < o= - mely' (0 <k <n),
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and hence, using the condition |n,|, > I, we see that

, lgul, <1 (0 <k <n).
Since Q(n,) = ™", it now follows from Lemma 11 that

2 bknk

n
> beme™ !
k=0 k=0

max
» 0<i<n

Writing b, n*! for b,, we get the required result.

In fact, as we shall now show, the above approach also leads to simplification
of the proof in the complex case by Balkema and Tijdeman (1973) of the version
of Turan’s first main theorem due to de Bruijn (1960) and Makai (1959), which
appears as Theorem C of Balkema and Tijdeman.

THEOREM 3. Let m and n be non-negative integers, and let by, . .., b, and
Mo - - - » M, be sequences of complex numbers. Then there exists an integer v with
m+1<v<m+ n+ 1such that

(S () |,

The proof depends on the following classical analogue of Lemma 4, which is
proved in the same way as Lemma 4, except that the ordinary triangle inequality
must now be used.

2 by

min_|z,[”.

1 4
k T 0<i<n

LEMMA 4'. For integral j, let I’ be defined by
P(z)=2z (z €C),

and let 1, . . ., 1, be given elements of C, for non-negative integral k.
(i) Suppose that |m;| < A fori =0, ..., k,andj > k; then
- < j Ak
|[n0,...,nk, ]l A .
(ii) Suppose that n, . .., are distinct, |n;|, > 1 for 0 <i <k, and j > 1;
then
S i+ k — 1 _
[0 s -+ 5mes T7]1 < (’ . )I'no' cem]

We now prove Theorem 3’. As before, it is sufficient to prove that if
Mo - - - » M are distinct and |n;| > 1 for all i, then the given inequality holds with
1 in place of min|n,|*, for some » such that m + 1 < » < m + n + 1. Once again
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we take Q as the unique polynomial of degree at most n such that (6.1) holds (in
the classical sense), we write

n
Q(Z) = 2 qkzk’
k=0
and @ is again of the form (6.2). By Lemma 4,

[ oms I < (M g - -t @<k <,

and so it follows from (6.2) and the condition |»;| > 1 that

RAZERY (a0 () B U

k=0 k | ol |"lk—1|
< 2 (’” + k)z" C

say. It is easily seen (as in Balkema and Tijdeman (1973), Lemma 1) that

n n n
2 50| < 2 gl max > bl
k=0 k=0  0<j<n|x_o
and since Q(n,) = ;™ !, we obtain
n
2 b Y < C, max E b,
k=0 "0<j<n| k=0

which gives the required result as before.
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