Cities and Environmental Change

Environmental issues have always burdened cities and their residents. This volume
analyzes how cities have solved past environmental challenges to provide a framework
on which to build solutions to the problems caused by the climate crisis. It sets urban
environmental crises within the socio-technical history of urban development. With
six application chapters that provide rich and detailed examples of urban environmen-
tal transitions — including water resources, air quality, and public health — this book
promotes better understanding of how urban environmental change takes place across
a wide array of social-ecological-technological systems. It illustrates the process of
urban environmental transition and the role crises play in shifts in urban environmental
policy. Readers of the book will gain a deeper understanding of urban climate action
and activities for future action. It is invaluable reading for students, researchers, and
policymakers in environmental sustainability, climate change, urban studies and plan-
ning, and public policy.

WILLIAM SOLECKI is a professor in the Department of Geography and Environmental
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