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“This is a powerful rejoinder to a 
triumphalist reading of Christian 
history. It should be read wherever 
Christians gather.”

—E. Brooks Holi� eld, Emory University

“A courageous book that issues 
an important call for Christians to 
honestly confront the dark legacy that 
underpins much of US history—and 
the church’s complicity in it.”

—João B. Chaves, Baylor University

Reckoning with History confronts the histories of settler colonialism and 
slavery and illumines how these two devastating realities informed and 
ultimately deformed Protestant Christianity in the North American 
colonies and antebellum United States. Amidst hateful theologies and 
racist ideas, as well as appeals to the Bible as a source of liberation and 
justice, Yoo demonstrates that the heartbeat of American Christianity 
pounded with a yearning for compromise. Grounded in precise research 
and compelling prose, he studies the incremental corruptions and quotidian 
concessions that white American Christians made to make room for settler 
colonialism and slavery in their consciences, churches, and country. He 
further argues that we must learn from those who were inspired to remake 
a better nation, though too often these heroes are applied as a balm to 
soothe our consciences and minimize the consequences of history. If we 
want to envision and enact a deeply hopeful future together, we need a 
deeply honest understanding of our past. Reckoning with History is essential 
for anyone seeking to understand the past to transform the future.

A hard, haunting, and hopeful history that will change how you see Christianity in America.
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