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The trematodes are an important group of parasites and thus their study is of great impor-
tance, both academically and also from the economic point of view. Experimental investiga-
tion of trematodes is a particularly challenging task, for the establishment of the species in
the laboratory must depend on the supply of parasite-free hosts. However, in spite of many
difficulties the introduction of methods for the maintenance of species such as Schistosoma
and Fasciola, the application of histochemistry, autoradiography, electron microscopy and
in vitro culture techniques has enabled considerable progress to be made in our under-
standing of these parasites over the last two decades. The aim of this text is to introduce
final Honours and first year postgraduate students to recent discoveries and ideas developed
through the use of modern techniques. All such students will find this book to be im-
mensely stimulating to further study and research.
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