The Kaiser’s Chemists

Science and Modernization in
Imperial Germany
by Jelfrey Allan Jobnson

The chemical institutes of the Kaiser Withelm Society, established in 1911,
were designed to promote “free research” within the international scientific
community but came to promote after 1914 the integration of science in
the German war effort. Jeffrey Johnson examines the Kaiser Wilhelm
Society within the framework of scientific and social change in order to
investigate the characteristically modern tension between international
scientific goals and the competing priorities of a nation headed for war.
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Social Life, Local Politics,
and Nazism

Marburg, 1880-1935
by Rudy Koshar

Focusing on Marburg, a contentious university town where voters demon-
strated strong electoral support for Adolf Hitler’s National Socialist party,
this imaginative study examines the political role of small-town organiza-
tional life and painstakingly reconstructs the full range of Nazi sympathiz-
ers’ cross-affiliations within local voluntary groups. Rudy Koshar here
analyzes Nazism in a general social history of a single community without
seeing German fascism as the inevitable product of local structures and
traditions.

413 pp., $35 cloth, $14.95 paper
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