
Preface
This volume contains papers based on the lectures given in the Royal
Institute of Philosophy’s London Lectures series for 2013–14. The
topic the lecturers were asked to speak and write on, Mind, Self
and Persons, has been in the forefront of philosophical enquiry
throughout the history of the subject, and, as will be evident from
this volume, is as lively and contested an area of investigation in
2014, as it was in the days of the ancient Greeks.
The topic is not only lively: as the papers collected here amply

demonstrate it covers a wide range of issues: consciousness itself,
the mind and its relation to the body, the self, the nature of the
human person, personal identity, the relation of themind tomorality,
the existence of group minds and the implications of what we think
about the mind for education. These and other topics are vigorously
investigated by a distinguished group of leading figures in current
philosophy of mind.
The Royal Institute of Philosophy is deeply grateful to the contri-

butors both for their lectures and for the papers presented here: and I
would also like to thank Adam Ferner for his editorial work on the
book, and for the index.
Finally, readers might be interested to know that podcasts of the

lectures as originally delivered are available on the Royal Institute
of Philosophy’s website (http://royalinstitutephilosophy.org/publi-
cations/video/mind-self-and-person/).
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