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Front cover: ”Ehud, a Clever Leader, Deborah, a Prophetess,” MS M.638, Pierpont Morgan Library. Manuscript. 
M.638. Old Testament miniatures (MS M.638)., fol. 12r. Paris, France, ca. 1244-1254. Purchased by J.P. Morgan 

(1867-1943) in 1916. Photographic credit & image permissions: The Morgan Library & Museum, New York.

In the upper half of the image, Ehud gains a private audience with the king of the Moabites, Eglon, and slays him. 
In the bottom half of the image, Deborah, riding side-saddle, commands Barak and the Israelite forces against the 

Canaanites. As Alexandra Locking writes in this issue, clerical reformers in the late eleventh and early twelfth centuries 
drew upon narratives of Deborah’s militancy and authority to encourage the participation of elite laywomen in 

ecclesiastical reform.
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