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* Documents and following note provided by Dr. Yuen-Li Liang of Division of Devel­
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By Eesolution 94 (1) , adopted on 11 December 1946, the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, acting in pursuance of Article 13 of the Charter of that organization, 
established a Committee on the Progressive Development of International Law and 
its Codification, to consist of seventeen members and assigned to study the methods by 
which the General Assembly should encourage that development and codification, meth­
ods suitable for securing the cooperation of the several organs of the United Nations 
and for enlisting the assistance of other national or international bodies in that task. 

In the Eesolution of the General Assembly the Secretary-General of the United Na­
tions was requested to provide such assistance as the Committee might require for its 
work. The memoranda on the development and codification of international law 
which follow were accordingly prepared by the Division of the Development and Codifi­
cation of International Law of the Secretariat of the United Nations for the use of 
the Committee. These memoranda embodied (1) a historical survey of the develop­
ment of international law and its codification by international conferences (A/AC.10/5), 
(2) a history of the codification of international law in the Inter-American system 
(A/AC.10/8), (3) a note on the private codification of public international law 
(A/AC.10/25), (4) a memorandum on the methods for enlisting the cooperation of 
other bodies, national and international, concerned with international law (A/AC. 
10/22), (5) a working bibliography on the codification of international law (A/AC. 
10/6) , and (6) a memorandum on the methods for encouraging the progressive develop-
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ment of international law and its eventual codification (A/AC.10/7) ; of these items 
(4) and (5) are omitted here. 

While most of the memoranda were intended for the purposes of reference, the 
Memorandum on the Methods for Encouraging the Development of International Law 
and its Codification (A/AC.10/7), containing observations which the Secretariat pre­
sented to the Committee, was specially designed to facilitate the discussion of the 
problems involved. This memorandum, as proposed in a memorandum of the Eap-
porteur of 16 May 1947 (A/AC.10/26), was taken by a decision of the Committee at 
i ts seventh meeting on 21 May as a general basis for discussion. 

A Eeport was adopted by the Committee to be considered by the General Assembly 
during its Second Session in September, 1947; this document was reproduced in this 
Supplement a t page 18, above. The value of the memoranda to the Committee, and 
the work of the Secretariat in their preparation, was suitably acknowledged both by 
individual members of the Committee and by the Eapporteur on the conclusion of his 
task. 

** Memorandum prepared by the Secretariat; doc. A/AC.10/5, 29 April 1947. 
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