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The Papers of John Hatsell 

The Papers of John Hatsell, 

Clerk of The House of Commons 

John Hatsell (1733–1820) held the offi ce of Clerk of the House of Commons from 1768 

to 1820. In his letters and Memorabilia entries – published here for the fi rst time – Hatsell 

brought to bear his intimate familiarity with high politics during the reign of George III.  

Hatsell’s expertise in fi nancial policy inspired him to offer counsel to Pitt the Younger 

during Pitt’s fi rst premiership (1783–1801). Hatsell’s other correspondents include Henry 

Addington (speaker 1789–1801 and prime minister 1801–1804), Charles Abbot (speaker 

1802–1817), and William Eden (diplomat and president of the Board of Trade in the 

Ministry of All the Talents, 1806–1807).  Hatsell centres his attention on the enduring 

constitutional signifi cance of the changes he experienced in his public and private life. 

Hatsell’s wry humour is often on display as he reveals the lighter side of social and 

political life in Great Britain.

PETER J. ASCHENBRENNER is the National Convenor (US) for the International 

Commission for the History of Representative and Parliamentary Institutions.  He is the 

author of British and American Foundings of Parliamentary Science 1774–1801 (2017).  

He also served as United States Magistrate Judge in Alaska. 

COLIN LEE has been a Clerk in the House of Commons for over thirty years and is 

Principal Clerk of the Table Offi ce. He has authored several articles and chapters in co-

authored studies on the subject of parliamentary procedure and practice, both past and 

present.

Cover photo: Detail from John Hatsell, James Northcote © Parliamentary Art Collection, 

WOA 2695. www.parliament.uk/art 
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