UPCOMING CONFERENCE

“A Dialogue Between Warfighters and Scientists™
Designed to Develop Models of Far-Future Military Operations

A conference entitled, “Out of the Box
and Into the Future: A Dialogue Between
Warfighters and Scientists on Far-Future
Warfare,” the focal point of a larger effort
being conducted at the request of U.S.
congressional members, will be held on
June 26-27, 2000 at the International Trade
Center in Washington, DC. The purpose of
this conference and associated events is to
test current perspectives and generate
ideas on how science will change the
nature of far-future (Year 2025) military
operational areas, through a dialogue
among leading science researchers, uni-
formed military strategists, and the con-
gressional members and staffs who must
fund the efforts to prepare for those
visions. The conference will bring together
forecasting experts in warfighting and sci-
ence to develop models of far-future mili-
tary operations across all spectrums in
land, sky, sea, and space in order to better
understand and prepare for the conflicts of
the next century.

The conference opens with a description
of the military’s Joint Vision 2010, the cur-
rent warfighting forecast for the future, fol-
lowed by perspectives from noted scien-
tists and authors of how conflict will
change during the new century. High-level

military officers will discuss fundamental
warfighting parameters that they identify
as vitally important, although perhaps con-
textually different, 25 years from now,
including maneuver/power projection,
protection, firepower/precision targeting,
space and air warfare, information/net-
working, and intelligence/threat. Speakers
will discuss the importance of these param-
eters, how they may change, and how sci-
ence and technology (S&T) can optimize
them for military operations in 2025. The
second day will consist of S&T panels
describing trends in each field, identifying
critical breakthroughs that could herald
radical warfighting applications. The S&T
topics include Advanced Materials;
Nanotechnologies; Energy; Biomedical;
Information and Knowledge; and Human
Factors/Neuroscience.

During the weeks following the confer-
ence, a Working Group will assimilate the
output of the conference, documenting
both common and conflicting visions of
how science and technology could affect
far-future military operations in the year
2025, and prepare a briefing to be pre-
sented by the steering committee, co-
chairs, and sponsors to members of
Congress. After receiving congressional

comments, the working group will pub-
lish a formal report.

The Conference Co-Chairs are Rep.
Curt Weldon (R-PA), Chair, Subcommittee
on Military R&D, House Armed Services
Committee; Adm. Harold Gehman, USN,
CinC, U.S. Joint Forces Command; and
Charles Vest, President, Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology. Key speakers
include William S. Cohen, Secretary of
Defense (invited); David Brin, author;
Dennis Bushnell, Chief Scientist, NASA
Langley; Ralph Merkle, Xerox Palo Alto
Research Center; Paul J. McWhorter,
Deputy Director, Microsystems Center at
Sandia National Laboratories; Irving
Wiladawsky-Berger, PITAC Co-Chair, IBM
Corporation; Stuart Kaufmann, Bios Group
LP; and George Whitesides, Harvard Uni-
versity (invited). The conference is spon-
sored by Potomac Institute for Policy
Studies, Office of Naval Research, Air
Force Office of Scientific Research, Nation-
al Intelligence Council, Armed Forces
Journal International, U.S. Joint Forces
Command, and Coalition for National
Security Research.

For more information, access www.
potomacinstitute.org/wsconference/
wsconf.htm. O
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The articles in this series outline

the role of materials in society

and how their availability and
sophistication have shaped societal
achievements. Our authors
extrapolate and speculate on the
materials society would need in the
coming century and beyond.
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