Conservation news

cuttings, only five of 28 made produced roots and shoots.
While working to improve these propagation methods,
we will also trial tissue culture propagation methods. We
hope these methods will produce viable seedlings that can
be used to support additional ex situ conservation and fu-
ture reintroduction programmes for the species.
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Threats to an undescribed songbird species in
Indonesia

New vertebrate species are still being discovered in the
Indonesian Archipelago (Rheindt et al., 2020, Science, 367,
167-170), many of which may already be threatened with
extinction. One such species is the Wangi-Wangi white-eye,
an undescribed micro-endemic species of Zosterops inha-
biting just one small island: the 155 km* Wangi-Wangi in
the Wakatobi archipelago, South-east Sulawesi (O’Connell
et al., 2020, Raffles Bulletin of Zoology, 68, 574-587). The
Wangi-Wangi white-eye is a novel taxon, unlike many
recently described bird species that have resulted from so-
called taxonomic splits. Genetic and morphological analyses
(O’Connell et al., 2019, Zoological Journal of the Linnean
Society, 186, 701-724) have shown the Wangi-Wangi white-eye
to be distinct, but it is not formally recognized as a species as
no type specimen (a preserved adult) exists in a museum.

Wangi-Wangi Island has been heavily deforested and
therefore the Wangi-Wangi white-eye is likely to have al-
ready suffered from habitat loss. The Indonesian NGO
Prigen Conservation Breeding Ark has found this species
is being increasingly traded in bird markets (Menner,
2020, Prigen Conservation Breeding Ark Spring News,
silentforest.eu/spring-news-from-the-prigen-conservation-
breeding-ark-pcba-march-2020). White-eye species are com-
monly traded for their pleasant song, and trade in bird
species that have suffered from habitat loss is threatening
songbird species in Indonesia (Marshall et al, 2020,
Biological Conservation, 241, 108237). Trade of this unde-
scribed species is therefore of concern. Although Menner
(op. cit.) notes the Wangi-Wangi white-eye is being bred
in captivity, it is difficult to ascertain how many of the
traded birds have been captive bred and how many have
been recently trapped in the wild.

Unregulated trapping for the cage bird trade may pose a
serious threat, particularly as the Wangi-Wangi white-eye’s
status has yet to be formalized. Until a species is formally
described, it receives no conservation protection (O’Connell
et al,, 2020, Science, 369, 1172). The process of obtaining per-
mits for the collection of a type specimen is underway, to fa-
cilitate formal recognition of the species and an assessment of
its conservation status. Only then can it be protected by law.
However, this can be a lengthy process.

As its range is < 500 km?, the Wangi-Wangi white-eye is
likely to be categorized as Endangered on the IUCN Red
List. The example of the Wangi-Wangi white-eye highlights
the problems faced by rare new species. Modern trappers
are quick to exploit profitable populations (Yang & Chan,
2015, Zootaxa, 3980, 67-80; Neslen, 2016, The Guardian,
theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/o1/poachers-using-
science-papers-to-target-newly-discovered-species). Conser-
vationists need to be alert to this issue and consider how to
make protection more effective for threatened populations.

DarreN P. O’CoNNELL (© orcid.org/0000-0001-9331-8189)
School of Natural and Environmental Sciences, Newcastle
University, UK. E-mail oconned5@tcd.ie

THoMAs E. MARTIN (® orcid.org/0000-0003-2347-982X)
Operation Wallacea, Old Bolingbroke, UK

Davip J. KerLy (® orcid.org/0000-0002-5880-4162) and
Nicora M. MARPLES (® orcid.org/0000-0003-4693-2607)
Department of Zoology, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland

KaNGkuso ANALUDDIN (® orcid.org/0000-0001-5749-5663)
and Ap1 Karya Department of Biology and Biotechnology,
Universitas Halu Oleo, Southeast Sulawesi, Indonesia

This is an Open Access article, distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution
licence CC-BY 4.0.

Saving the Tapanuli orangutan requires zero losses

The discovery of a new great ape species is a rare event. Prior
to the discovery of the Tapanuli orangutan Pongo tapanu-
liensis in Sumatra in 2017, the last great ape described was
the bonobo Pan paniscus, in 1929. Ironically, immediately
after its description the Tapanuli orangutan was categorized
as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List. A recent
study suggested that the range of the Tapanuli orangutan
has declined by more than 95% in the past 130 years
(Meijaard et al., 2020, bioRxiv, 2020.08.11.246058). Saving
the rarest great ape in the world requires avoiding all
further losses.

Approximately 8oo Tapanuli orangutans remain, in three
forest blocks. These blocks remain ecologically connected
but the development of a hydroelectric project threatens to
separate the populations. A goldmine and small-scale farming
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