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PAINTING AND SCULPTURE 
AT MISSION SANTA BARBARA 

by KURT BAER 

Professor of Art, University of California at Santa Barbara 
Art Historian, California Missions 

Art work in the Old Missions was not merely ornamental. It was a "visual aid" 
employed in the Christian instruction of the Indians. The padres were always adding 
to the mission collections with appropriate foreign reproductions and pieces done by 
the natives themselves. With the secularization of the Missions and their gradual 
abandonment, more and more of these treasures found their way to Mission Santa 
Barbara, and it has become a rich depository of early California art. 

Dr. Baer has for the first time attempted a comprehensive description and 
evaluation of this interesting-collection. More than 150 photographs of the originals 
at the Mission, with the author's explanatory text for each, constitute a unique study 
of this phase of California mission history. 
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