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A CONCISE
HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS

by D. ). STRUIK, Professor of Mathematics, Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. Over 30 portraits. 14s. net

A history of mathematics from the earliest records to the be-
ginning of the present century. The work of a number of
important mathematicians is analysed in detail. Among the
illustrations are portraits of many of these great figures. ‘
“ This is a profitable book, well balanced, omitting the ever
repeated anecdotes, but giving a number of often neglected
facts (as for example Fibonnacci’s proof that a certain cubic
cannot be solved by quadratic radicals) ; it will be welcomed
by teachers who are encouraged by modern examination
syllabuses to teach some history of their subject.”—MATHE-
MATICAL GAZETTE. “ In short compass it is impossible to
indicate how carefully and with what discrimination the
author has surveyed this immense subject. His book will,
perhaps, ‘only be fully appreciated by a reader with a fair
mathematical equipment, but as a contribution to the history
of civilisation it should have a wider appeal.”

TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT.

MATHEMATICS IN ACTION

by O. G. SUTTON, C.B.E,, D.Sc, F.R.S. 1és. net

This book, by the Director of the Meteorological Office and
former Bashforth Professor of Mathematical Physics at the
Royal Military College of Science, Shrivenham, gives an account
of the contribution of mathematics to physical science.
“The story which the author tells illumines the essential
features of the scientific method—the search for basic prin-
ciples hidden within experimental results, and the develop-
ment of pathways from basic principles to new experiments
and speculations. The writing is simple and elegant, and not
without evidence of a dry humour ; the author has a flair for
simple exposition and has steered a masterly course between.
the Scylla of over-simplification and the Charybdis of over-
elaboration. “ Mathematics in Action ”’ .should be of con-
siderable value to young mathematicians, physicists and
engineers, in the upper forms of secondary schools, and also
in technical colleges and universtities. It should be an excel-
lent source-book of ideas for teachers.”—NATURE.
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