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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION
OF MANUSCRIPTS

TITLE

The title of the paper should be kept as short as
possible.

The name of the author at the beginning of the
paper should be followed only by senior qualifi-
cations.

TEXT

Manuscripts must be typed (double-spaced) on one
side of the paper, leaving ample margins, with the
folios numbered. Words to be printed in italic
should be underlined. The first mention of Latin
names of species should be followed by the authority
except where reference is made to a work in which
the authority appears (e.g. Plymouth Marine
Fauna).

Manuscripts should be as concise as possible.
Undue length will undoubtedly lead to delay in
publication as the paper will be returned to the
author for shortening.

linear measurements and weights should be
in the metric scale.

For symbols and abbreviations, the recommen-
dations of the Royal Society (1951) are followed.

TABLES

Tables should be set out on separate sheets num-
bered in Arabic numerals, and given a concise
heading.

FIGURES

Figures should be in black ink. It is important to
make the lines sufficiently black.

No drawing should be so large that it must be
reduced to less than one-third of its original size.
The degree of reduction need not be inserted by
the author.

Illustrations requiring lettering should not be
drawn on Ethulon

The size of the printed area of the Journal page
is 20 x 13-§ cm. The maximum size for a full-page
figure (with legend) is 21 x 14 cm.

Lettering numerals, etc. should be marked
clearly in blue pencil and indicating the position in
which they are to be inserted by an arrow in blue

pencil. This should be kept to a workable minimum,
all details being included in the legend.

Axes and graduation marks on graphs must be
inked in. The lines on graph paper are not normally
reproduced, and should be blue or faint grey.

Legends for figures must be typed all together
on a separate sheet, and not inserted on the actual
illustrations.

Figures are numbered in arabic numerals, and
referred to in the text as ‘Fig. 17, etc.

All line-drawings are printed as text-figures, as
well as photographs for which fine detail is not
required.

PLATES

Photographs should be on smooth-surfaced paper,
semi-matt or glossy. The edges of the photograph
must be trimmed square. It is important that the
background in the photograph be of a uniform tone
and free from blemishes.

Divisions of plates, or separate figures on one
plate, are indicated by capital letters.

SUMMARY
Each paper must be accompanied by an informative
Summary, giving the main results of the work
published.

REFERENCES

References are listed alphabetically at the end of the
paper. The full title of the paper must be given.
Titles of papers and books are decapitalized. Titles
of Journals are given in full. Where a volume appears
in parts the part need only be specified where each
has separate pagination. References to books should
include the publisher. Citations in text to be given
by author’s name followed by date in brackets.

Examples:

MARSHALL, S. M., NICHOLLS, A. G. & ORR, A.P.,
1939. On the growth and feeding of young
herring in the Clyde. Journal of the Marine
Biological Association of the United Kingdom, 23,
427-55.

RusseLr, F. S. & YonGe, C. M., 1928, The seas.
379 p. London: Frederick Warne.

Authors are requested to see that their manuscripts are in finished form and com-
pletely ready for publication so that corrections may be reduced to a minimum, and
these are confined as far as possible to the first proof. If the cost for correction exceeds
a reasonable figure, the author is liable to be charged the full extent of the excess.
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