
Introduction

“La nueva revolución de nuestra América será revolución de base y de
sentido indio. De conciencia o de subconsciencia indígena expresada en
una renovación económica y social.”1 Thus advocated the Peruvian pol-
itician Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre in 1930, while living in Berlin,
Germany. Indo-América, he argued, is “la expresión de la nueva
concepción renovadora de América” and stems from the continental
revolution under way.2 Indo-América emerged at the beginning of the
last century as a hemispheric and anti-imperialist revolutionary ideal, one
that claimed to emphasize the Indigenous roots of Latin American culture
and society. The American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (APRA), a
highly influential populist and anti-imperialist movement in twentieth
century Peru and Latin America more broadly, first envisioned and the-
orized Indo-América as a project of anti-imperialist and anti-colonial
resistance, making it a key element of its political program during the
interwar period.

This book has two intertwined objectives. First, it examines how and
why the anti-imperialist project of the APRA took root outside of Peru.
Second, it investigates the ways in which struggles for political survival in
Peru shaped APRA’s consciousness of the global. Unlike most studies that

1 All translations are mine unless otherwise stated. “The new revolution of our America will
have Indian foundations and meaning. It will be based on an Indigenous consciousness or
sub-consciousness, which will be expressed through economic and social renewal.” Víctor
Raúl Haya de la Torre, “La cuestión del nombre,” In ¿A dónde va Indoamérica?, Santiago
de Chile: Editoriales Ercilla, 1935, p. 29.

2 Haya de la Torre,“The expression of the new renovating conception of America,”¿A
dónde va Indoamérica?, p. 23.
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interpret APRA’s formation as entirely within the framework of Peruvian
national history, the conclusions of this book show how the experience of
exile and transnational solidarity decisively shaped the formation and the
ideology of this major populist movement. Furthermore, by evincing the
role that local politics in Peru and international politics abroad played in
shaping APRA’s call for hemispheric unity and Latin American solidarity,
Journey to Indo-América explores more broadly how local dynamics
shape global connections and collaborations.

  -   

 

The American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (APRA) emerged in the
mid-1920s as a hemispheric anti-imperialist movement. Established by a
handful of leftist Peruvian exiles, this international organization
demanded political, economic, cultural, and spiritual sovereignty for the
people of Latin America. Its adherents, Apristas, rejected political insti-
tutions and revolutionary ideologies that came from Europe or the United
States. They proposed instead to build a revolutionary doctrine
Indigenous to the Americas, one that reflected Latin American realities
rather than emulating ideologies that grew out of very different European
conditions. As a result, Apristas positioned continental unity at the fore-
front of their fight against economic imperialism and mental colonialism.
This vision, which they described by coining the term Indo-América, was
intended to bring both freedom and moral revival to Latin Americans.
The founders of APRA were university students and labour activists who
had engaged in anti-governmental activities and attacked the political and
social conditions that reigned in early twentieth-century Peru. The price
they paid for their political activism was persecution, with arrests and
waves of deportations starting in the spring of 1923.

The Peruvian students and labour activists who founded APRA ini-
tially conceived of their movement as an international organization,
reflecting the context of its genesis in exile. The first Aprista committees
were concurrently established in Paris, Buenos Aires, and Mexico City
between 1926 and 1928. From exile, Aprista members came face to face
with Latin American realities. Many echoed Haya de la Torre’s reflection
on the impact that exile had left on his political beliefs: “mi reciente viaje
por Centroamérica, tan fecundo en trascendentes experiencias, me ha
permitido ver de cerca la lucha de uno de los más importantes sectores
de la América Latina contra el imperialismo invasor de los Estados
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Unidos del Norte.”3 From exile, Aprista members also pursued militant
activities, and organized and expanded their political movement into
Europe and most of the Americas. They started to return to Peru in the
summer of 1930 in order to found a national party, the Peruvian APRA
party (PAP), in the hope of participating in the 1931 Peruvian elections.4

Today, Latin Americans continue to associate Indo-América with a
form of resistance against Pan-American visions that are either
entrenched in European outlooks or dependent on US dominance in the
region. The discursive use of Indo-América, the name Apristas gave to the
vast region south of the Río Grande, conveyed a forceful anti-colonial
argument. By the end of the interwar period, Apristas came to prefer this
name over Hispanic America, which they thought was too close to the
legacy of Spain’s colonialism. They similarly rejected Latin America as a
nineteenth-century French invention meant to feed anti-Spanish senti-
ments. Pan-Americanism was also problematic, they claimed, because of
its links with economic imperialism and because it included the continent
as a whole without distinction between North America and South
America. This early political statement partly explains Indo-América’s
enduring legacy as a symbol of Latin American resistance against foreign
powers.5 The resilience of APRA’s Indo-América as a continental utopia
and as a political weapon for anti-imperialist resistance also relied, as we
shall see, on a surprising ideological malleability put at the service of a
political cause in Peru.

APRA’s vision of Latin American unity was hardly new. Aspirations
for hemispheric integration have shaped the continent’s political, social,
and economic history for over two hundred years. From Simón Bolívar’s
dream of a united Spanish America in the early nineteenth century to
Hugo Chávez’s “Bolivarian revolution” in the early twenty-first century,
Latin America has seen many attempts to forge collective projects that
went beyond the confines of the nation-state. To be sure, individual

3
“My recent trip to Central America, which fuelled transcendental experiences, enabled me
to closely observe the struggle that one of the most important sectors of Latin America was
leading against the invading imperialism of the United States.”Haya de la Torre, ¿A dónde
va Indoamérica?, p. 41.

4 On August 25, 1930, Lieutenant Colonel Luis M. Sánchez Cerro fomented a military coup
and successfully seized power. The end of Leguía’s oncenio (eleven-year term) marked a
short-lived political opening in Peruvian politics.

5 Harry Kantor, The Ideology and Program of the Peruvian Aprista Movement, New York:
Octagon Books, 1966, pp. 28–29. Luis Alberto Sánchez, “A New Interpretation of the
History of America,” The Hispanic American Historical Review, 23: 3 (1943), 442.
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countries in Latin America have asserted nationalist claims to exclusive
sovereignty over territories and populations. At the same time, broad-
based movements have championed unity and solidarity among Latin
American peoples as the best vehicle to oppose foreign territorial expan-
sion and cultural and economic influence. Continental nationalism first
emerged in modern Latin America as an expression of hemispheric rather
than national consciousness – a sense of belonging to the same continent-
wide imagined community. Though different linguistic, cultural, and
racial ideals formed the basis for an imagined Latin American commu-
nity, the project of continental nationalism always carried an anti-colonial
meaning against foreign intruders.6

In the wake of the Mexican Revolution and in the aftermath of the
First World War, the first half of the twentieth century saw across Central
America, the Caribbean, and South America a diverse, unorthodox con-
stellation of radicals, revolutionaries, reformists, and populists take up
the banner of Latin American unity and anti-imperialist struggle.7 Their
reasons for doing so varied, and as a result so did their perspectives on
regional identities. Some of these anti-imperialist thinkers advocated
Hispanicidad, specifically a return to the spiritual and moral values of
Spain, as the best way to contest US imperialism and excessive material-
ism in the Southern Hemisphere.8 Others preferred the larger European
and cosmopolitan outlook Latin America provided to resist US

6 Aimer Granados and Carlos Marichal (eds), Construcción de las identidades latinoamer-
icanas. Ensayos de historial intelectual siglos XIX y XX, México: DF, El Colegio de
México, 2004; Luis Tejada Ripalda, “El americanismo. Consideraciones sobre el nacio-
nalismo continental latinoamericano,” Investigaciones sociales 8: 12 (2004): 167–200;
Jussi Pakkasvirta, ¿Un continente, una nación? Intelectuales latinoamericanos, comunidad
política y las revistas culturales en Costa Rica y el Perú, San José: Editorial de la
Universidad de Costa Rica, 1997.

7 Barry Carr, “Pioneering Transnational Solidarity in the Americas: The Movement in
Support of Augusto C. Sandino, 1927–1934,” Journal of Iberian and Latin American
Research 20: 2 (2009): 141–152; Alexandra Pita González (ed.), Redes intelectuales
transnacionales en América Latina durante la entreguerra, México: Universidad de
Colima, Miguel Ángel Porrúa, 2016; Alexandra Pita González, La Unión Latino
Americana y el Boletín Renovación: Redes intelectuales y revistas culturales en la década
de 1920, México, DF: Colegio de México, Colima: Universidad de Colima, 2009; Ricardo
Melgar Bao, “The Anti-Imperialist League of the Americas between the East and Latin
America,” Latin American Perspectives 35: 2 (2008): 9–24.

8 Fabio Moraga Valle, “¿Una nación íbero o indoamericana? Joaquín Edwards Bello y el
Nacionalismo continental,” in Alexandra Pita González and Carlos Marichal Salinas
(eds), Pensar el antiimperialismo: Ensayos de historia intelectual latinoamericana,
1900–1930, México, DF: El Colegio de México, Colima, Universidad de Colima, 2012,
p. 247–282.
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intervention, or else celebrated the democratic character of the “Latin
race” in contradistinction with foreign expansionism.9 By the late 1920s
and 1930s, Indo-América surged as yet another model of anti-imperialist
and hemispheric unity for the region. Whatever the successes, failures, or
limitations of these movements, there is no doubt that such aspirations
became, and are still, deeply embedded in Latin American political
cultures.10

One such transnational project was that of Peru’s APRA. Between the
1920s and the 1940s, APRA became a powerful national party and saw
its calls for Indo-American solidarity, Latin American unity, and anti-
imperialist struggle resonate well beyond Peru’s borders throughout the
Americas. While aprismo was never an ideologically or organizationally
united movement, it generated social imaginaries and political symbols
that became an enduring part of Latin American politics and culture for
generations to come. APRA’s anti-imperialist ideology of the 1920s and
1930s inspired a generation of Latin American intellectuals, artists, and
political activists in their quest for social justice.11 It likewise influenced a
diverse network of internationalists and self-proclaimed anti-imperialists
in the United States who strived to improve inter-American relations
during a period characterized by extremely tense US–Latin American
relations.12 Many of these people, Latin Americans and non-Latin
Americans alike, would play important roles in the growth and survival
of APRA throughout the interwar period, with lasting consequences for
APRA’s critiques of Latin America’s structural inequalities. This book

9 Michel Gobat, “The Invention of Latin America: A Transnational History of Anti-
Imperialism, Democracy, and Race,” American Historical Review, 118: 5 (2013):
1345–1375; Alexandra Pita González and Carlos Marichal Salinas (eds), Pensar el
antiimperialismo: Ensayos de historia intelectual latinoamericana, 1900–1930, México,
DF: El Colegio de México, Colima, Universidad de Colima, 2012.

10 Aldo Marchesi, Latin America’s Radical Left: Rebellion and Cold War in the Global
1960s, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2018.

11 Daniel Iglesias, Du pain et de la Liberté. Socio-histoire des partis populaires apristes
(Pérou, Venezuela, 1920–1962), Villeneuve d’Ascq: Presses Universitaires du Septentrion,
2015; Leandro Sessa, “‘Semillas en tierras estériles’: La recepción del APRA en la
Argentina de mediados de la década de los treinta,” Revista Sociohistórica, 28 (2011):
131–161; Robert Whitney, State and Revolution in Cuba: Mass Mobilization and
Political Change, 1920–1940, Chapel Hill and London: The University of North
Carolina Press, 2001, p. 36–53.

12 Geneviève Dorais, “Missionary Critiques of Empire, 1920–1932: Between
Interventionism and Anti-Imperialism,” The International History Review 39: 3 (2017):
377–433; Anita Brenner, “Student Rebels in Latin America,” The Nation, December 12,
1928, pp. 668–669.
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traces the ways in which engaging in interwar trans-American and trans-
national solidarity networks, while assisting in crucial ways the organiz-
ing efforts of young Peruvian and Latin American radicals and political
exiles, also limited the radical possibilities for social and political change
that first drove APRA’s anti-imperialist project of hemispheric unity.

Doing so places me in dialogue with a divided field of study regarding
the revolutionary and transformative potential of Indoamericanismo for
the Americas. A branch of the literature situates in Indo-América the first
true alternative to Eurocentric modernity the region has known in the
modern period.13 Scholars likewise celebrate the early Marxist
interpretations of APRA leaders for vindicating the rights and demands
of “Indigenous America” and for including the emancipation of the
Indigenous peoples in their strategic vision for Latin America’s social
revolution.14 Indo-América, especially its early (though brief ) socialist
inflections, appears in these analyses as the point of junction between
the Andean tradition and the new modernity, a mediating force around
which the collective and millenarian forces of the Indigenous masses
found common grounds with Marxism.15 Indo-América has also been
enthusiastically portrayed as a fusion of welded temporalities, an
imagined uchrony (ucronia) where past legacies transcendentally
bequeath to Latin Americans the possibility of emancipated futures.16

But Indo-América can also be reproved for its conservatism. APRA’s
Indo-American project lends itself to the same criticisms launched against
Indigenismo. Indigenismo was a political and aesthetic movement that

13 See for example Luis Arturo Torres Rojo, “La semántica política de Indoamericana,
1918–1941,” in Aimer Granados and Carlos Marichal (eds), Construcción de las identi-
dades latinoamericanas. Ensayos de historial intelectual siglos XIX y XX, México, DF: El
Colegio de México, 2004, p. 207–240; César Germaná, El ‘Socialismo Indoamericano’
de José Carlos Mariátegui: Proyecto de reconstitución del sentido histórico de la sociedad
peruana, Lima: Amauta, 1995; Aníbal Quijano, “Modernity, Identity, and Utopia in
Latin America,” Boundary 2, 20: 3 (1993): 140–155; Quijano, Introducción a
Mariátegui, Mexico: Ediciones Era, S.A, 1981.

14 Harry E. Vanden and Marc Becker (eds), José Carlos Mariátegui: An Anthology, New
York: Monthly Review Press, 2011, p. 128. One of these celebrated leaders is the
Peruvian socialist José Carlos Mariátegui, whose initial affiliation with APRA is often
obliterated from historical narratives. I will return to this subject in Chapter 3.

15 Ricardo Melgar Bao, Mariátegui, Indoamerica y las crisis civilizatorias de Occidente,
Lima: Editora Amauta S.A, 1995, pp. 32–33.

16 Torres Rojo, “La semántica política de Indoamericana, 1918–1941”; Luis Arturo Torres
Rojo, Ucronia y alteridad: notas para la historia de los conceptos políticos de
Indoamérica, indigenismo e indianismo en México y Perú 1918–1994, La Paz:
Universidad Autónoma de Baja California Sur, 2016.
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sought to save and redeem the marginalized Indigenous peoples of Latin
America from the perspectives of white and mestizo intellectuals.17 Not
incidentally, the Indigenist movement proliferated during the period
under study in this book, particularly in countries like Peru and Mexico
with large Indigenous populations, and had a marked influence on
APRA’s anti-imperialist project of hemispheric unity. Nonetheless,
whereas the idea of Indo-América initially foregrounded the racialized
inequities of Latin America’s economic and political development, its
consolidation in later years as a political concept of anti-imperialist resist-
ance and Latin American solidarity winded up having very little to do
with the Indigenous peoples of the Americas.18 That is not to say that
APRA’s vision of global resistance to imperialism should be dismissed as a
fraud. But we must bear in mind this pointed limitation in our attempts to
decipher and reckon with Indo-América’s lasting ethos of Latin American
unity and trans-American solidarity in the face of foreign power and
global capitalism.

This is particularly the case since the interwar years saw the United
States aggressively promoting its own hemispheric vision of Pan-
Americanism, a vision that reflected its growing political, economic, and
cultural power in the Americas. It was within this context of expanding
US hegemony that APRA’s message of anti-imperialist Latin American

17 Kim Díaz, “Indigenismo in Peru and Bolivia,” in Robert Eli Sánchez, Jr. (ed.), Latin
American and Latinx Philosophy: A Collaborative Introduction, New York: Routledge,
2020, pp. 180–197; Marisol de la Cadena, Indigenous Mestizos, The Politics of Race and
Culture in Cuzco, Peru, 1919–1991, Durham, NC and London: Duke University Press,
2000. In the past decade, scholars have returned to Indigenismowith a critical gaze on the
movement’s shortcomings while also reckoning with its historical and transformative
significance for the meaning of modernity and of inclusive citizenship in early-twentieth-
century Latin America. See Laura Giraudo and Stephen E. Lewis, “Introduction: Pan-
American Indigenismo (1940–1970): New Approaches to an Ongoing Debate,” Latin
American Perspectives 39: 5 (2012): 3–11; Laura Giraudo and Juan Martín-Sánchez
(eds), La ambivalente historia del indigenismo. Campo interamericano y trayectorias
nacionales, 1940–1970, Lima: Instituto de Estudios Peruanos, 2011; Priscilla
Archibald, Imagining Modernity in the Andes, Lewisburgh, PA: Bucknell University
Press, 2011; Jorge Coronado, The Andes Imagined: Indigenismo, Society, and
Modernity, Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2009.

18 What distinguishes a concept from an idea, according to the Latin American conceptual
historians’ readings of Reinhart Koselleck, is the concept’s capacity to transcend its initial
context of enunciation and to project itself in time. Elías J. Palti, “La nueva historia
intelectual y sus repercusiones en América Latina,” Histórica Unisinos, 11: 3 (2007):
297–305; Elías J. Palti, “The ‘Theoretical Revolution’ in Intellectual History: From the
History of Political Ideas to the History of Political Languages,”History and Theory , 53:
3 (2014): 387–405.
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solidarity first emerged. From the mid-1920s through the mid-1930s, this
message provided a powerful and compelling counter-narrative to US
imperialism. Yet by the following decade, APRA’s attacks against the
United States had receded. More striking still is how APRA leaders
ultimately accepted and fully engaged in the 1940s with the US-led vision
of hemispheric integration as a viable political option. The new Pan-
Americanism featuring non-intervention as a function of the Good
Neighbor Policy (1933), as well as the rise of European Fascism, can only
account in small measure for this political turnabout.

Journey to Indo-América argues that Indo-América, APRA’s project of
hemispheric unity, came to be understood in the 1940s as a democratic
bulwark against the rise of Fascism in Europe, rather than the anti-US
movement originally intended not only as a result of world events, but
more importantly out of the necessity of political survival at the national
level. The ideological and political evolution of the anti-imperialist APRA
cannot be fully understood without attention to the state persecution and
exile of APRA members. Because of its anti-government activities, before
1945 APRA was never able to participate fully and openly in Peruvian
politics. Its survival therefore hinged on the capacity to remain connected
to foreign allies. Journey to Indo-América explores how the necessity of
engaging with international networks of solidarity – on the one hand, in
order to withstand repression in Peru, while on the other simultaneously
organizing labour and the middle sectors and vying for control of their
fast-growing party at the national level – shaped APRA’s anti-imperialist
theses over time, as well as the project of hemispheric unity it promoted
both inside and outside Peru. Journey to Indo-América simultaneously
underscores the internal conflicts that rocked the Aprista movement from
its inception onward. It advances that recurrent experiences of exile and
ties to international solidarity contributed to firmly establishing the
dominion of a moderate and anti-communist faction in the movement
by the mid-to-late 1930s.

’ - 

The first political platform of APRA reflected its international roots. In
1926, it released a five-plank program, which it called the “maximum
program,” or program for Latin America, as a means to orient and
coordinate the struggles of national liberation it hoped to help bring
about at the continental level. Its fundamental proposals were: (1) action
against Yankee imperialism; (2) the political unity of Latin America; (3)

8 Journey to Indo-América
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the nationalization of land and industry; (4) the internationalization of
the Panama Canal; and (5) solidarity with all peoples and all oppressed
classes.19 The APRA rejected political institutions and revolutionary
ideologies that came from Europe or the United States. They proposed
instead to build a revolutionary doctrine Indigenous to the Americas, one
that reflected Latin American realities rather than emulating European
conditions.20 The influence of APRA’s anti-imperialist theses expanded
well beyond Peru. Nationalist parties similar to the Peruvian APRA party
surged in other Latin American countries, including: The Acción
Democrática (Venezuela), the Liberación Nacional (Costa Rica), the
Movimiento Nacionalista Revolucionario (Bolivia), the Partido
Febrerista (Paraguay), the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano
(Dominican Republic), the Mouvement Ouvrier (Haiti), the Partido
Popular Democrático (Puerto Rico), and the Autentico and Ortodoxo
parties (Cuba).21

In the 1920s and parts of the 1930s, Apristas defined imperialism
primarily in economic terms. They had read John A. Hobson’s thesis on
imperialism attentively and understood that territorial expansion was but
one expression of imperialist phenomena.22 Travels to Europe in the
1920s introduced José Carlos Mariátegui and Víctor Raúl Haya de la
Torre, two prominent founders and ideologues of APRA, to dialectical
materialism, which contributed to shaping their reading of the Peruvian
and Latin American realities.23 Although they initially flirted with
communism, Apristas ultimately rejected the rule of the Third
International and proposed to create instead an original movement
Indigenous to the Americas. Aprista ideologues conformed to what
Sheldon B. Liss has called “plain” Marxists, that is, Marxists “who work
openly and flexibly, as did Karl Marx, and believe that his ideas are

19 Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre, “What is the A.P.R.A.?” The Labour Monthly, December
1926, pp. 756–759.

20 Sánchez, “A New Interpretation of the history of America,” p. 444.
21 Robert J. Alexander, Aprismo: The Ideas and Doctrines of Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre,

Kent, WA: Kent State University Press, 1973, pp. 27–28; Víctor Alba, Historia del
movimiento obrero en América Latina, México: Libreros Mexicanos Unidos, 1964,
pp. 284–314.

22 John A. Hobson is one of the first to have explained and theorized the origins of modern
economic imperialism. See Hobson, Imperialism: A Study, New York: J. Pott and
Company, 1902.

23 Mariátegui later helped form the Peruvian Socialist party and Peru’s General
Confederation of Workers.
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applicable to present situations.”24 Apristas were, in sum, Marxists who
refused ideological dogmatism. They dreaded one size-fits-all interpret-
ations and would rather have abandoned Marxist claims than try to force
social realities onto a given doctrine.

APRA’s most compelling work on anti-imperialism appeared during
the 1930s. According to Apristas, capitalism in Latin America should not
be destroyed, but rather controlled.25 This conclusion stemmed from their
peculiar reading of Leninism. Apristas argued that Lenin’s theses on
imperialism did not reflect the historical and economic development
particular to Latin American countries. They came to view communism
as essentially a European phenomenon. Because the socio-economic prob-
lems of Europe and Latin America were different, the solutions that their
respective problems called for were necessarily different as well, they
argued, especially in regard to the relation between capitalism and imperi-
alism. Here probably lies the single most important and original contri-
bution of Apristas to Marxist thought in Latin America: Apristas, as
Jeffrey L. Klaiber once wrote, turned Lenin on his head.26 In contrast to
what Lenin posited in his seminal work Imperialism: The Highest Stage of
Capitalism, APRA argued that in non-industrialized nations imperialism
represented the first rather than the final stage of capitalism.27 Haya de la
Torre first exposed and developed this thesis in El Antimperialismo y el
Apra (1936) and refined it in later years in Espacio-Tiempo-Histórico
(1948).28 “El imperialismo es la ultima etapa del capitalismo en los
pueblos industriales,” he maintained, writing on behalf of all Latin
Americans, “pero representa en los nuestros la primera etapa. Nuestros
capitalismos nacen con el advenimiento del imperialismo moderno. Nace
pues, dependiente, y como resultado de la culminación del

24 Sheldon B. Liss,Marxist Thought in Latin America, Berkeley and Los Angeles: University
of California Press, 1983, p. 2.

25 Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre, “El Antiimperialismo y el APRA,” in Obras Completas,
Vol. 4, Lima: Editorial Juan Mejía Baca, 1976–1977, n.p.

26 Jeffrey L. Klaiber, “The Non-Communist Left in Latin America,” Journal of the History
of Ideas, 32: 4 (October–December, 1971): 613–615.

27 Haya de la Torre, “El Antiimperialismo y el APRA. . .,” pp. 18–21.
28 Ibid., pp. 9–24. This work came as a response to the critique that the Cuban communist and

revolutionary Julio Antonio Mella directed against APRA. Haya de la Torre argues that
this work was meant to counterbalance the advance of both leftist and rightist extremism in
Latin American revolutionary proposals. Although Haya de la Torre claims to have written
this book in 1928 while in Mexico, this work was first published in 1936.
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imperialismo.”29 Other Aprista ideologues produced important works
on Latin American anti-imperialism as well, including Carlos Manuel
Cox, Fernando León de Vivero, Pedro Muñiz, Magda Portal, and
Manuel Seoane.30

APRA’s ideological take on imperialism had one major consequence in
terms of political organization. In countries understood as still grappling
with feudal and semi-feudal economies, as was the case in Peru and most
Latin American republics, the proletarian class was weak or non-existent
and could therefore not successfully lead the socialist revolution. The
APRA proposed instead a multi-class alliance between the workers, peas-
ants, and the middle classes, one that would constitute the anti-imperialist
state. The idea of an “anti-imperialist state” is central to APRA’s thesis on
imperialism. At the national level, the anti-imperialist state would exert
control over foreign capital and orient it toward national development; it
would not eliminate it. It would likewise work against the feudal
oligarchies that had taken over the region as a result of the export-led
economy of the late nineteenth century.31

   : ,
,      

Traditional scholarship on APRA has generally looked exclusively to the
Peruvian national scene to grasp the complex evolution of this political
group. In these studies, the movement’s foundational years passed in exile
throughout the 1920s are merely mentioned, not studied.32 In contrast,

29 Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre, cited in Alba, Historia del movimiento obrero, p. 278
(“Imperialism is the highest stage of capitalism in industrialized countries, but it repre-
sents the first stage in ours. Our capitalisms first emerged with the advent of modern
imperialism. Thus, they came to life dependent, and as a result of the culmination of
imperialism.”)

30 See for example Magda Portal, América latina frente al imperialismo, Lima: Editorial
Cahuide, 1931; Carlos Manuel Cox, En torno al imperialismo, Lima: Editorial coopera-
tiva aprista “Atahualpa,” 1933; Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre, ¿A dónde va
Indoamérica?; Fernando León de Vivero, Avance del imperialismo fascista en el Perú,
México, DF: Editorial Manuel Arévalo, 1938.

31 Klaiber, “The Non-Communist Left,” p. 615. Mariano Valderrama, “La evolución
ideológica del APRA, 1924–1962,” in Mariano Valderrama, Jorge Chullen, Nicolás
Lynch and Carlos Malpica (eds), El APRA: Un camino de esperanzas y frustraciones,
Lima: Ediciones El Gallo Rojo, 1980, p. 14.

32 Works that provide critical and original perspectives on the Peruvian APRA party began
to appear in the 1970s. Important contributions include: Peter F. Klarén, Modernization,
Dislocation, and Aprismo: Origins of the Peruvian Aprista Party, 1870–1932, Austin and
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I argue that we cannot adequately understand APRA’s history without
considering the international dimensions of aprista activity. APRA’s
vision of Latin American unity and of an Indo-American imagined polit-
ical community was produced by a few prominent leaders of the party in
dialogue with aprista supporters both outside and inside Peru. As such,
the study shifts the focus away from exclusively APRA’s charismatic
leader, Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre, taking pains to highlight the ideas
and activities of lesser-known activists.33

By attempting to trace the worlds of transnational activism that carried
the growth of APRA and of its anti-imperialist Indo-American project,
Journey to Indo-América argues that the yearnings for inclusion that
propelled the populist moment to the forefront of Latin American politics
between the 1930s and 1960s are best understood as the result of collect-
ive and radical labours of transnational organization rather than the
leadership of unique, purportedly larger-than-life political figures. This
argument deviates from the more classical top-down approach to Latin
American populism in which the study of the “charismatic bond between

London: The University of Texas Press, 1973. Jeffrey L. Klaiber, Religion and Revolution
in Peru, 1824–1976, Notre Dame and London: University of Notre Dame Press, 1977.
Steve Stein, Populism in Peru: The Emergence of the Masses and the Politics of Social
Control, Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press, 1980. Imelda Vega-Centeno,
Aprismo popular: Cultura, Religión y Política, Lima: Tarea, 1991. A trend of literature
on APRA is currently seeking to move away from Haya de la Torre-centric studies,
including Jaymie Patricia Heilman, “We Will No Longer Be Servile: Aprismo in 1930s
Ayacucho,” Journal of Latin American Studies 38 (2006): 491–518; Nelson Manrique,
“¡Usted fue Aprista!”:Bases para una historia crítica del APRA (Lima : Fondo Editorial
Pontifica Universidad Católica del Perú, 2009); Iñigo García-Bryce, “A Revolution
Remembered, a Revolution Forgotten: The 1932 Aprista Insurrection in Trujillo, Peru,”
A Contra Corriente, 7: 3 (Spring 2010): 277–322; Paulo Drinot, “Creole Anti-
Communism: Labor, The Peruvian Communist Party, and APRA, 1930–1934,”
Hispanic American Historical Review, 92: 4 (2012): 703–736.

33 For a recent and non-partisan biography of Haya de la Torre, see Iñigo García-Bryce,
Haya de la Torre and the Pursuit of Power in Twentieth-Century Peru and Latin
America, Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2018. Scholars have also
increasingly turned to marginalized Aprista leaders and vindicated the weight of their
contributions to the movement. Peruvian poet Magda Portal has been, to date, the hub of
these renewed efforts. See Myrna Yvonne Wallace Fuentes, Most Scandalous Woman:
Magda Portal and the Dream of Revolution in Peru, Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 2017; Iñigo García-Bryce, “Transnational Activist: Magda Portal and the
American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (APRA), 1926–1950,” The Americas, 70: 4
(April 2014): 667–706; Kathleen Weaver, Peruvian Rebel: The World of Magda Portal.
With a Selection of Her Poems, Philadelphia: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2009.
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political leaders and mass followers” prevails.34 This scholarship’s
emphasis on the patron–client style of leadership and charisma insuffi-
ciently addresses how populist regimes fostered popular support among
the marginalized sectors of Peruvian and Latin American societies. In an
attempt to expand this view, revisionist scholars in the 1990s and early
2000s shifted their focus toward the militancy of the rank and file of the
labour movements affiliated with populist regimes. These scholars argued
that Latin American populist leaders did not rely on mere feelings and
emotional appeals to gather support for their cause. Rather, they had
political program and developed political ideologies that supported their
populist platforms, as was the case with APRA. This literature also
demonstrated that grassroots mobilization and rank and file negotiations
contributed to shaping populist programs and ideologies in the region.35

These different approaches to Latin American populism, nevertheless,
share the same national-centric framework of analysis.36 With some
recent and welcome exceptions, scholars have generally failed to explore
in greater depth the extent to which interwar internationalism, as well as
trans-American connections, informed the social and nationalist demands
that infused the early populist platforms in Latin America.37 This trans-
national study of APRA as an anti-imperialist movement, but also as a
persecuted populist party composed of a multi-class alliance in Peru,
contributes toward disclosing the transnational and trans-American

34 Kenneth Robert, “Preface,” in Michael L. Conniff (ed.), Populism in Latin America:
Second Edition, Tuscaloosa: The University of Alabama Press, 2012, p. x.

35 See for example Daniel James, Resistance and Integration: Peronism and the Argentine
Working Class, 1946–1976, New York and Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1988; John D. French, The Brazilian Workers’ ABC: Class Conflict and Alliances in
Modern São Paulo, Chapel Hill and London: The University of North Carolina Press,
1992; W. John Green, Left Liberalism and Popular Mobilization in Colombia,
Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003. In the case of Peru, see the avant-garde
work of Peter F. Klarén, Modernization, Dislocation, and Aprismo.

36 Studies on Peruvian populism from a national perspective include Robert S. Jansen,
Revolutionizing Repertoires: The Rise of Populist Mobilization in Peru, The University
of Chicago Press: Chicago, 2017; Steve Stein, “The Paths to Populism in Peru,” in
Michael L. Conniff (ed.) Populism in Latin America: Second Edition, Tuscaloosa: The
university of Alabama Press, 2012, pp. 110–131; Stein, Populism in Peru, 1980.

37 Three exceptions in the case of Peru stand out. They are Daniel Iglesias, Du pain et de la
liberté; Martín Bergel, El oriente desplazado. Los intelectuales y los orígenes del tercer-
mundismo en la Argentina, Bernal: Universidad Nacional de Quilmes Editorial, 2015;
Nelson Manrique, “¡Usted fue aprista!”.
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networks that bred the rise of the Latin American populist moment of
1930–1960.38

Another major theme of this book highlights the fact that exile, state
persecution, and international solidarity were decisive for APRA’s anti-
imperialism and for the creation of its Indo-American political project.
Specifically, I show that Indo-América as a political project was not
consolidated in the heyday of transnational exile in the 1920s, as is often
suggested in the scholarship. Rather, Indo-América is best understood as
a form of universal appeal developed in the 1930s by one democratic and
non-communist faction of the APRA movement, called the Hayista
faction, precisely to advance a political struggle inside Peru. The book
comes to this conclusion by tracing the political struggles that fore-
grounded the idea and political vision of Indo-América, from the moment
it first emerged as a new hemispheric consciousness during the 1920s to
its transformation into the Peruvian APRA party’s main defensive strat-
egy in the face of state persecution during the 1930s and 1940s.

The arguments I bring forth in this book about the weight that exile
and state persecution exerted on the political activism of major APRA
leaders place it in dialogue with the work of a small group of contempor-
ary historians who have paid increasing attention to the APRA during its
successive periods of political exile. Starting in the 1990s with the work of
Ricardo Melgar Bao, a pioneering historian of the APRA exile in Mexico,
recent scholarship has reconstructed Aprista networks of exile. This
scholarship traces intellectual exchanges among Latin American political
communities and studies APRA’s mythic and symbolic construction of
exile.39 Together, these scholars have added to our knowledge of exile

38 For theoretical frameworks that insist on Latin American populism’s characteristics as a
multi-class coalition and an antagonist force against political power and authority, see
Torcuato S. Di Tella, “Populism and Reform in Latin America,” in Claudio Veliz (ed.)
Obstacles to Change in Latin America, London: Oxford University Press, 1965,
pp. 47–74; Ernesto Laclau, “Towards a Theory of Populism,” in Political and Ideology
in Marxist Theory, Thetford, Norfolk: Lowe and Brydone Printers Limited, 1997,
pp. 143–198.

39 Important contributions in this field include: Martín Bergel, La desmesura revolucionaria.
Cultura y política en los orígenes del APRA, Lima: La Siniestra, 2019; Bergel, “Un
partido hecho de cartas. Exilio, redes diasporicas, y el rol de la correspondencia en la
formación del aprismo peruano (1921–1930),” Políticas de la Memoria, 15 (2014–2015):
71–85; Bergel, “Con el ojo izquierdo. Mirando a Bolivia, de Manuel Seoane. Viaje y
deriva latinoamericana en la génesis del antiimperialismo aprista,” in Alexandra Pita and
Carlos Marichal (eds), Pensar el antiimperialismo, pp. 283–311; Bergel, “Nomadismo
proselitista y revolución. Notas para una caracterización del primer exilio aprista
(1923–1931).” E.I.A.L., 20: 1 (2009): 41–66; Bergel, “Manuel Seoane y Luis Heysen:
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and transnational solidarity networks as major catalysts of the leftist
political projects that emerged in, and influenced, twentieth-century
Latin America.40 My book builds on these studies.

Beyond its original historiographic contributions to the study of
APRA, this book more importantly centres APRA’s networks of solidarity
and experience of exile as a detailed case study to understand better how
political exile, including the experience of territorial displacement and
“post-exilic relocation” in the homeland, shaped the growth of interwar
Latin America’s left.41 As such, Journey to Indo-América adds to the
studies that analyze the growth and political implications of transnational
solidarity networks in the Southern Hemisphere from within the frame-
work of studies of exile.42 In past decades, this scholarship has granted
much attention to Latin American exiles and refugees who fled state
authoritarianism during the last phases of the Cold War. It resulted in a
rich and interdisciplinary field of study that has explored from different
analytical perspectives how individual and collective experiences fostered

el entrelugar de los exiliados apristas en la Argentina de los veinte,” Políticas de la
memoria 6/7 (2007): 124–142; Iñigo García-Bryce, “Transnational Activist: Magda
Portal and the American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (APRA), 1926-1950,” The
Americas 70: 4 (April 2014): 667–706. Leandro Sessa, “Los exiliados como ‘traductores.’
Las redes del exilio aprista en la Argentina en la década de los treinta,” Trabajos y
Comunicaciones, 2nd season, 40 (2014); Sessa, “Aprismo y apristas en Argentina:
Derivas de una experiencia antiimperialista en la ‘encrucijada’ ideológica y política de
los años treinta,” Ph.D. diss., Universidad Nacional de La Plata, 2013; Daniel Iglesias,
“Articulaciones relacionales y redes transnacionales: Acercamiento critico para una
nueva historiografía del Aprismo continental,” Nuevo Mundo Mundos Nuevos, 2007,
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4000/nuevomundo.8602; Iglesias, Du pain et de la liberté;
Ricardo Melgar Bao, Redes e imaginario del exilio en México y América Latina:
1934–1940, Argentina: LibrosenRed, 2003; Bao, “Redes del exilio aprista en México
(1923–1924), una aproximación,” in México, país refugio, ed. Pablo Yankelevich.
México, DF: Plaza y Valdés, 2002, p. 245–263.

40 Particularly influential to my work is the scholarship of Latin American intellectual
historian Martín Bergel, who studied APRA’s transnationalism in sophisticated and
instructive ways.

41 Post-exilic relocation generally refers to the return to the homeland, though it can also
mean to establish home elsewhere. Luis Roniger, “Paisajes culturales en cambio bajo el
impacto del exilio, las diásporas y el retorno de le emigración,” Araucaria. Revista
Iberoamericana de Filosofía, Política, Humanidades y Relaciones Internacionales, 20:
40 (2018): 185–208; Roniger, Leonardo Senkman, Saúl Sosnowksi and Mario Sznajder,
Exile, Diaspora and Return: Changing Cultural Landscapes in Argentina, Chile,
Paraguay, and Uruguay, New York: Oxford University Press, 2018; Mario Benedetti,
El desexilio y otras conjeturas, Buenos Aires: Nueva Imagen, 1985.

42 Luis Roniger, “Displacement and Testimony: Recent History and the Study of Exile in Post-
Exile,” International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society, 9: 2 (2016): 111–133.
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political and cultural changes in mid-to-late-twentieth century Latin
America.43

My book adds to these scholarly efforts by studying the particular
dynamics of Latin American exile during the interwar years, a period that
has received less attention despite being marked by recurrent territorial
displacements of radicals and student and union activists.44 It also joins
my peers’ ambitions to move away from mere heroic or victimized assess-
ments of exile, a common binary narrative found in the testimonial
literature of exile.45 To do so, I analyze the gains and losses associated
with the exilic experiences of APRA activists at both the personal and
political level. This includes tracing how these gains and losses experi-
enced in exile shaped the re-encounter of continental problems and fed the
rise of Pan-Latin American consciousnesses. It also demands that I heed
the conditions under which the return of Apristas to the homeland took
place, at both the local and national levels. As this book shows, the
story of rising global consciousnesses in exile doesn’t begin and end with
territorial displacement abroad. Rather, for Peruvian leftist activists who
politically came of age in exile, the experience of “post-exilic relocations”
are what prompted the consolidation of their newly-gained cultural and
political consciousnesses into the concept of Indo-América as a vision of
continental solidarity and of modernity for Latin America’s future.

A third and complementary theme of the book underlines interactions
between apristas and APRA allies in Latin America and pacifist and
Christian social justice activists from the United States and Europe.
These solidarity activists cultivated an extensive correspondence with

43 María Eugenia Horvitz, Exiliados y desterrados del cono sur de América, 1970–1990,
Chile: Erdosain Ediciones Ltda, 2017; María Soledad Lastra, Volver del exilio: Historia
comparada de las políticas de recepción en las posdictaduras de la Argentina y Uruguay
(1983–1989), La Plata: Universidad Nacional de La Plata, Universidad Nacional de
Misiones and Universidad Nacional de General Sarmiento, 2016; Tanya Harmer, “The
View from Havana: Chilean Exiles in Cuba and Early Resistance to Chile’s Dictatorship,
1973–1977,” Hispanic American Historical Review, 96: 1 (2016): 109–146; Silvina
Jensen and Soledad Lastra (eds), Exilios: Militancia y represión. Nuevas fuentes y nuevos
abordajes de los destierros de la Argentina de los años setenta, La Plata: EDULP, 2014;
Marina Franco, Exilio. Argentinos en Francia durante la dictadura, Buenos Aires: Siglo
XXI, 2008; Silvina Jensen, La provincia flotante. El exilio argentino en Cataluña,
1976–2006, Barcelona: Casa de América Cataluña, 2007; Silvia Dutrénit Bielous (ed.),
El Uruguay del exilio: Gente, circunstancias, escenarios, Montivedo, Uruguay: Ediciones
trilce, 2006.

44 Ricardo Melgar Bao, “Los ciclos del exilio y del retorno en América Latina: una
aproximación,” Estudios Latinoamericanos, 23 (2009): 50.

45 Roniger, “Displacement and Testimony.”

16 Journey to Indo-América

https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108937030.001 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108937030.001


apristas both in Peru and elsewhere, and they used the information they
gathered to attract international attention to the Hayista faction within
APRA. As such, my work contributes to the renewed scholarly interest in
hemispheric history, specifically by paying attention to the fluid and
heterogenous nature of the interwar international movements and the
political consciousnesses that informed the growth of APRA’s anti-
imperialist theses for Indo-América.46 Of particular interest to my work
is the attention that historians Ian Tyrrell and Jay Sexton ask that we
grant to “the missionaries’ role as critics of empire and as brokers
between imperial power and those subject to that power.”47 Doing so
helps nuance the typical portrayals of missionaries and US civil society
actors as agents of imperialism abroad. Examining the anti-imperialist
currents of Protestant missions as well as US civil society actors involved
in Latin America, and specifically those connected with APRA, reveals
their contribution to US hegemony and informal empire to be far more
complex and multifaceted, even contradictory, than suggested by earlier

46 In a recent appraisal of the Western Hemisphere idea, historians Juan Pablo Scarfi and
Andrew R. Tillman invite us to upend the traditional approach to US–Latin American
relations. They invite scholars to search for instances of “cooperation and commonal-
ities” in the history of inter-American relations rather than focus exclusively on stories of
division and conflict: Juan Pablo Scarfi and Andrew R. Tillman (eds), Cooperation and
Hegemony in US–Latin American Relations: Revisiting the Western Hemisphere Idea,
New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016. The renewed scholarly interest in hemispheric
history builds on the rich scholarship that has sought in the past two decades to move
away from exclusive diplomatic-centric approaches to Pan-Americanism. A first, ground-
breaking endeavour in that direction was David Sheinin (ed.), Beyond the Ideal: Pan
Americanism in Inter-American Affairs, Westport: Greenwood Press, 2000. Also see, on
social and cultural dimensions of Pan-Americanism, Mark Petersen, “Argentine and
Chilean Approaches to Modern Pan-Americanism, 1888–1930,” Ph.D. diss., Corpus
Christi College, 2014; Ricardo D. Salvatore, “Imperial Mechanics: South America’s
Hemispheric Integration in the Machine Age,” American Quarterly, 58: 3 (September
2006): 662–691. On different legal initiatives and interpretations, see Juan Pablo Scarfi,
The Hidden History of International Law in the Americas: Empire and Legal Networks,
New York, Oxford University Press, 2017; Scarfi, “In the Name of the Americas: The
Pan-American Redefinition of the Monroe Doctrine and the Emerging Language of
American International Law in the Western Hemisphere, 1898–1933,” Diplomatic
History 40: 2 (2016): 47–68; Scarfi, El imperio de la ley: James Brown Scott y la
construcción de un orden jurídico interamericano, Buenos Aires: Fondo de Cultura
Económica, 2014. Liliana Obregón, “Regionalism Constructed: A Short History of
‘Latin American International Law,” ESIL Conference Paper Series, 2: 1 (2012).

47 Ian Tyrrell and Jay Sexton (eds), Empire’s Twin: U.S. Anti-Imperialism from the
Founding Era to the Age of Terrorism, Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press,
2015, p. 14.
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scholarship.48 These ties of international solidarity between sectors of the
Latin American left and critiques of empire from the North created a
unique body of political and cultural work that widens our understanding
of the complexities and contradictions associated with hemispheric rela-
tions, imperial power, and anti-imperialist struggle.

“As historians, we have been trained to identify our historical figures
through the lens of geography or political groups rather than recognizing
the intersections between socialism, communism, nationalism, pacifism,
and civil liberties worldwide,” Michele L. Louro recently wrote in her
outstanding monograph on Nerhu’s interwar internationalism. This is
indeed how most scholars of Latin American anti-imperialism have so
far approached the conflicts and tensions, but also the friendships and
solidarities between different sectors of the Latin American left. These
studies give the impression that the interwar left in Latin America was
divided between clearly defined political groups and parties for whom
collaboration was out of the question. But, as Louro argues, “What was
so unique about the 1920s and 1930s was the ability to move across and
within such categories and to rethink solidarities beyond the rigid frame-
works afforded by strict orthodoxies or institutionalization.”49 This flu-
idity also characterized the growth and formation of the APRA movement

48 One branch of this literature considers specifically the role played by US Protestant
missions in facilitating US hegemony in Latin America. See for example Daniel
R. Rodríguez, La primera evangelización norteamericana en Puerto Rico, 1898–1930,
México, DF: Ediciones Borinquen, 1986. Mariano C. Apilado, Revolutionary
Spirituality: A Study of the Protestant Role in the American Colonial Rule of the
Philippines, 1898–1928, Quezon City: New Day Publishers, 1999. Jason Yaremko,
U.S. Protestant Missions in Cuba: From Independence to Castro, Gainsville: University
Press of Florida, 2000. Other studies similarly approach Protestantism as cultural force
though they more carefully delineate the contradictions that underlay the Protestant
missionary project. See Samuel Silva-Gotay, Protestantismo y política en Puerto Rico
1930. Hacia una historia del protestantismo evangélico en Puerto Rico, San Juan:
Editorial de la Universidad de Puerto Rico, 1997; Luis Martinez Fernandez,
Protestantism and Political Conflict in the Nineteenth Century Hispanic Caribbean,
New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 2002; David Stoll, Is Latin America Turning
Protestant?: The Politics of Evangelical Growth, Berkeley: University of California Press,
1990. Starting in the mid-1990s, attempts to view Latin American Protestantism through
cycles of negotiations and local re-appropriations rather than as mere North American
mimicry emerged. See Virginia Garrard-Burnett and David Stoll (eds), Rethinking
Protestantism in Latin America, Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1993. Ellen
Walsh, “‘Advancing the Kingdom’: Missionaries and Americanization in Puerto Rico,
1898–1930s,” Ph.D. Diss., University of Pittsburgh, 2008.

49 Michele L. Louro, Comrades against Imperialism: Nehru, India, and Interwar
Internationalism, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2018, p. 7.
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during the interwar period. The alliances between Apristas and US anti-
imperialists and Christian social activists were helpful, but also fraught
and difficult to maintain. They eventually gave way to contentious and
fragile relationships. Nevertheless, they did contribute to providing the
context in which APRA’s ideological production happened, and particu-
larly the Indo-American project. This context, framed by trans-American
solidarity, I show in this book, comprised a central tension that drove
historical change in two opposite directions all at once; trans-American
solidarity enabled the survival and support of Latin American anti-
imperialist thinkers, but while doing so it eventually curbed the critiques
of US empire that Apristas were willing and able to formulate.

, ,     

 

Methodologically, it is crucial that my study reflects the plasticity and
resilience of collaborations between historical actors who did not see eye
to eye on every subject, but who put the same premium on global and
international unity as remedies for the crises they sensed creeping world-
wide. To do so, I seek to challenge the widespread belief that conflict
never lasted, or even truly existed for that matter, in the APRAmovement.
The story goes two ways. Either Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre, by far the
most celebrated (and detested) historical leader of APRA, exercised such
iron discipline over party members that only harmony prevailed between
them. Or conspicuous ruptures regularly cleansed APRA of dissident
elements, each time adding to the sway of the moderate party leadership
as well as the internal cohesion of its membership. In the first version, the
possibility of conflict is dismissed by negation: the myth of a united APRA
refuses any likelihood of disagreement or quarrel in the history of the
party. The second version, in contrast, eschews the possibility of conflict
by inflation: occasional political ruptures realigned APRA in clearly
defined and easily recognizable factions that henceforth jousted with
one another – the legitimate APRA on one side, the dissidents on the
other. Lingering conflict, in other words, did not exist within the organ-
ization. Only its final expression did.50

50 APRA enemies and defectors alike published copious critiques, from both left and right
ends of the political spectrum, to render public what they deemed deceitful manoeuvres
amid APRA. These often included open and abrupt rupture from the APRA. See Mariano
Valderrama, “La evolución ideológica del APRA, 1924–1962,” in Mariano Valderrama
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In contrast, my objective is to centre conflictive relationships, political
negotiation and organizing, and the complexities of transnational
solidarity work at the core of my story about APRA. This goal is informed
by the work pioneered in the past fifteen years by scholars who revolve
around two prominent research groups in the field of Latin American
intellectual history – the Seminario de Historia Intelectual de América
Latina, Centro de Estudios Históricos – Colmex, México, and the Centro
de Historial Intelectual (CHI), Universidad Nacional de Quilmes,
Argentina. Together, these research groups encouraged the growth of a
renewed scholarship on the intellectual history of continental nationalism.
This cohort of innovative intellectual historians has been committed to
approaching their primary source material dynamically, not hesitating to
borrow from other social science disciplines in their attempts to unveil
and historicize the creative processes at play behind published texts51. As

Jorge Chullen, Nicolás Lynch and Carlos Malpica (eds), El APRA: Un camino de
esperanzas y frustraciones, Lima: Ediciones El Gallo Rojo, 1980; Hernando Aguirre
Gamio, Liquidación histórica del APRA y del Colonialismo Neoliberal, Lima:
Ediciones Debate, 1962; Alberto Hernández Urbina, Los partidos y la crisis del Apra,
Lima: Ediciones Raíz, 1956; Magda Portal, La Trampa, Lima: Ediciones Raíz, 1956;
Portal, ¿Quienes traicionaron al pueblo?, Lima, 1950; Alberto Hidalgo, Por qué renuncié
al Apra, Buenos Aires: Imprenta Leomir, 1954; Luis Eduardo Enríquez Cabrera, Haya de
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a result, one of the major and ongoing contributions of this field in recent
years has been to draw attention to the transnational intellectual net-
works that underpinned the formation of projects of hemispheric unity in
Latin America from the mid-nineteenth to early-twentieth centuries. My
work on the history of transnational APRA, including their collaboration
with non-Latin American allies, builds from this insight.

Additionally, my theoretical framework is inspired by the German
sociologist Karl Mannheim’s warning regarding the pitfalls that await
those who study ideology through exclusive individual perspectives.52

“The aim [. . .] is to investigate not how thinking appears in textbooks
on logic, but how it really functions in public life and in politics as an
instrument of collective actions.”53 Writing in the 1930s, Mannheim took
issue with the individual-centric approach that recent advances in psych-
ology had brought forth in works that studied the action of thinking.
Mannheim stressed that the ways in which individuals think are con-
strained and delineated by the group from which they think. According to
Mannheim, understanding how individuals think with and against each
other in a given historical and sociological context can bring us, if not to
the truth, at least close to it – to what he calls the “optimum of truth.”54

This warning assists my analysis of the relationship between political
activism and intellectual production. By paying too much attention to
published material or to official Aprista propaganda, we lose sight of the
collective struggles that underpinned the unsteady creative process of the
historical actors I study. Behind the lure of polished pages lie murkier
realities associated with the lived experience of exile and the struggle to
survive politically.

The Aprista web was dispersed throughout the Americas and Europe,
and so are its remaining traces. Though an impressive number of primary
sources exist on APRA, its lack of geographical concentration is a chal-
lenge for the researcher. When Aprista actors moved between Peru and
exiled communities, they often brought personal letters and political
documents along with them. In the space of exile, they were also perse-
cuted and sometimes arrested. Police forces from different countries
worked in collaboration and exchanged seized APRA material.

2005; Aimer Granados García and Carlos Marichal (eds), Construcción de las identi-
dades latinoamericanas, 2004.

52 Karl Mannheim, An Ideology and Utopia: An Introduction to the Sociology of
Knowledge, New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1949 (1st ed. 1936).

53 Ibid., p. 1. 54 Ibid., p. 71.
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Likewise, Peruvian diplomats located in foreign countries with commu-
nities of Aprista exiles shipped back to Peru important information on the
Aprista committee’s activities. Finally, over the course of the century,
various United States institutions have acquired, unsystematically,
APRA pamphlets and publications. The search for APRA material, in
other words, is not territorially bounded to the places in which Aprista
exiles resided. Researching Indo-América through the lens of APRA
exile, therefore, required that I myself embark on a transnational journey.
The book is based on original research in a total of eighteen Peruvian,
Mexican, French, and US archives. It is based on a wide variety of
sources, including personal correspondence, diplomatic reports, criminal
files, religious publications, political flyers, propaganda material, cultural
magazines, newspapers, as well as official studies and scholarship pro-
duced by APRA.

One caveat is in order regarding the challenges that reckoning with the
one historical figure I wanted to ignore forced on my historical practice.
When I began to delve into APRA’s past a decade ago now, the last thing
I wanted to do, as this Introduction I trust makes clear, was yet another
study that associated this political movement with Haya de la Torre’s
leadership. My objective at that point was not only to decentre the history
of the APRA by adopting a transnational lens of analysis, but to remove
Haya de la Torre altogether from my historical narrative. Too much had
been said and written about this leader. Too much passion for or against
him made it impossible to see clearly in the collective dynamics of this
anti-imperialist movement. I wanted him out.55

As a result, during my time in graduate school, I found myself drifting
in endless archival detours, desperately seeking ways to forego the work
and life of Haya de la Torre in my attempts to understand better the
collective dynamics of APRA’s exile, only to be thrust, without fail, right
back to him and to the significance he had for the movement. Of course,
one reason for Haya de la Torre’s omnipresence in the history of the party
is that most of the archives that exist on APRA, whether located in Peru or
abroad, are organized in accordance with the leaders of APRA that
official histories of the party have recorded. Yet the same thing happened

55 For a critique of the charismatic strongman, see Kevin E. Young, “Revolutionary Actors,
Encounters, and Transformations,” in Young (ed.) Making the Revolution: Histories of
the Latin American Left, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2019, pp. 1–18.
Contributors to this edited volume all played a part in building and expanding
this scholarship.
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again and again when I spoke with contemporary Aprista sympathizers in
Peru. They would share with me personal memories of their time in the
party without even realizing, it seemed, that the recollection of events that
they were describing to me wasn’t actually theirs, but rather that it came
from passages they had probably read over and over again, and which
I recognized from official histories of the party in which Haya de la Torre
took up the whole place. It proved impossible in Peru to talk about my
project without reverting to the figure of Haya de la Torre. Everybody
made sense of the research questions I was asking – whether it be about
APRA’s anti-imperialism, its foundational years in exile as a political
diaspora, or the originality of its continental program for all of Latin
America – through this single historical figure.

Every time the archives or a sympathizer of APRA forced upon my
reflections a return to Haya de la Torre, it made clearer the inescapability
of this historical figure to fully understand the development of APRA,
both inside and outside Peru. This character invaded as much the lore and
the collective memory of the Peruvian Apristas as he did the US state
department archives or the official propaganda of the party. Was I wrong
to try to walk away from him, I began to wonder? Did he, after all,
control the movement from its foundation onward, as the literature
suggested? I was not wrong, and Haya de la Torre, as we shall see in this
book, did not control the movement alone or at all times. And yet, to say
that things did not go as planned is a euphemism: Haya de la Torre, it
turns out, lurks around every single chapter of this book.

Though my repeated attempts to dodge this historical character did not
pan out the way I had foreseen when I first embarked on this research
project, I was at least able to question and recast his so-called unique
leadership. In that sense, Haya de la Torre still appears in the book, but
less as the focal point of the study than as the narrative thread around
which the story unfolds. If his archival presence was inescapable, I indeed
began to realize, then I needed to adapt my research questions in a way
that gestured to this historical figure but did not make the story about
him. Doing so opened a whole new set of historical questions about
the ways that exile, solidarity work, and calls for Latin American unity-
shaped part of Latin America’s left during the interwar period.
Specifically, granting attention to moments of conflict in my sources
forced me to trace the options made available to APRA leaders to exert
dominion over their widespread and ideologically diverse movement.
This, in turn, forced me to make sense of the connections I had observed,
but failed to analyze, between the prevalence of a Latin American ethos of
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solidarity and resistance in APRA on one side, and the centrality of
transnational solidarity work to APRA’s political survival during the
interwar period on the other. Journey to Indo-América tells the story
I uncovered as I threaded my way through these connections.

   

Six chapters structure the central arguments of the book. Documenting
the transnational history of APRA, specifically how exile and state
persecution shaped the growth and evolution of this major populist
movement in Peru, demands that I foreground the collaborations that
APRA leaders developed with non-Latin American allies. The first chapter
begins this task by tracing the common ideological grounds that made
possible the formation of an alliance in the early 1920s between Reform-
minded students in Peru and a number of Christian missionaries and
religious pacifists from Europe and the United States. These students,
many of whom formed the APRA movement shortly after, viewed in
continental solidarity a remedy to the moral crises they sensed around
them. For many Christian pacifists, who like the Scottish Reverend John
A. Mackay and the US internationalist Anna Melissa Graves dismissed
the right of nations to claim territorial possessions, the references
they saw in the Peruvian student reform movement to the Bolivarian
ideal of a united America was inspiring. They viewed in these young
Latin American radicals an opportunity for spiritual renewal in the
Western World.

The next two chapters tackle the weight that exile had in the formation
of this political movement between the mid-1920s and early 1930s.
Chapter 2 traces how the lived experience of exile contributed to fostering
new political consciousnesses in Apristas who were deported abroad in
the 1920s. It traces as a case study the rocky relationship that the young
student activist and future APRA leader Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre
maintained during his first years in exile with the foreign allies, specifically
Mackay and Graves, who assisted him, and who tried to politically
influence him. Chapter 3 turns to the discursive use of exile following
the return to the homeland and the foundation of the Peruvian APRA
Party (PAP) in 1930. It argues that APRA leaders who experienced exile
in the 1920s used references to their past travels as regimes of authority in
Peru. Discourses of deep connection to and knowledge of the Americas
assisted in consolidating the political authority of exiled leaders as they
began to convert the continental APRA into a national mass-based party.
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Chapters 4 and 5 together explore deeper the transnational solidarity
networks that worked in favour of the Hayista faction in the APRA
movement in the 1930s. Following the arrest by Peruvian authorities of
Víctor Raúl Haya de la Torre in May of 1932, a number of foreign allies
organized a movement of solidarity with PAP. Their cross-border calls for
a new democratic order in the Americas, as I show in Chapter 4, took
Haya de la Torre as a symbol of their fight against dictatorships and
communism. By delving deeper into this specific transnational advocacy
campaign, the chapter argues that, in addition to providing access to
external resources, international connections gave the Hayista faction the
opportunity to acquire symbolic capital in Peru and helped to assert its
authority in the APRA movement. Chapter 5 turns to the roles of APRA
exiles and the workings of APRA’s transnational solidarity networks
during the 1930s, a period during which Apristas suffered unremitting
state persecution in Peru. It argues that the deportations of party leaders
paradoxically gave to the APRA movement political opportunities impos-
sible to leverage otherwise, re-asserting the tight entanglement between
exile and the development of the APRA movement in Peru. APRA leaders
in exile connected with foreign allies in the Americas to create and sustain
solidarity networks that assisted the persecuted PAP in Peru.

The final chapter reveals the impacts that APRA’s engagement with
transnational solidarity networks had on the evolution of its ideology,
particularly of its Indo-American project. I suggest that it is precisely
during the 1930s and early 1940s, after the foundation of the Peruvian
APRA party and a national political platform, that APRA propelled Indo-
América to the centre-stage of its political doctrine. Indo-América had
emerged in APRA as a new cultural and anti-imperialist consciousness in
the late 1920s thanks to the experience of exile, but, as this last chapter
concludes, it became politically consolidated as a result of the experience
of recurrent persecution in Peru after the first homecoming of Apristas in
1930. Recurrent state persecution against PAP, I argue, combined with
APRA’s innovative political strategies in exile, contributed to imagining
an Indo-American project that moved beyond the rejection of US
imperialism originally at its core to focus on the defence of electoral
political rights and liberal democracy in Peru and the Americas. By
that time, Apristas had all but stripped from their continental program
pledges of social and moral revival for Indigenous people it had once, if
briefly, included.
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