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Editorial

Steven Hunt
Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK

Autumn 2024 brought in a Labour government. After fourteen 
years of education policy initiated by the Conservative Michael 
Gove, under the new Secretary of State for Education Bridget 
Phillipson, state-educated in Sunderland, what changes might we 
see in the education system – and what might that mean for 
Classics? First, a change of tone from the Department of Education: 
a reset, perhaps, from the past administration’s demonisation of 
much of the teaching professions as ‘The Blob’ – a supposedly vast, 
unmoving, restrictive model, resistant to change and improving 
standards. Instead, the start of a more consultative curriculum 
overview, the promise of the inclusion of more creative arts, an 
emphasis on the importance of oracy, less content in examinations, 
sorting out the provision for pupils with SEND (Department for 
Education, 2024). In all of this, it looks as if the days of the EBacc 
are numbered – and it seems anyway that the qualification was 
‘cooked up’ by the previous Secretary of State to provide a sound-
bite for a TV interview rather than with any serious consideration 
of the impact across a whole generation of children in schools today 
(Freedman, 2024). Its aim as a means to support subjects such as 
Modern Foreign Languages has not worked as had been hoped and 
the more creative subjects, such as music and art have been losing 
out (Hallahan, 2022). For Latin, Ancient Greek and Ancient 
History, given some sort of protection by being members of the 
EBacc club, perhaps the future might now be less rosy. Progress 8 
measures have been withheld since the pandemic – have we missed 
not having them, or are there better means of school accountability? 
Will Labour be as interested in school competition as a means of 
driving up standards as much as school collaboration? What part 
will school examinations play in that – and what changes are 
anticipated in the number, content and style of examinations in the 
digital age? While there is no indication that Academies and Free 
Schools will be required to be readmitted to Local Authority 
control, they will be required now to follow the National 
Curriculum like everyone else. With financial incentives long 
withdrawn and forced academisation now ended, will the complex 
landscape of school types remain static, or will there be some 
smoothing out and greater conformity? As for the curriculum itself, 
whatever the future holds, the Department for Education has 
already commissioned a platform to help teachers plan lessons 
using Artificial Intelligence – something we know may herald 
release from time-consuming lesson-planning (Bowater, 2024). 
The danger is that it might lead to homogeneity and blandness. 
And will Classics be included – or spared? We wait to see what 
plans there are to recruit and train the promised 6,500 extra 
teachers which the Labour Manifesto promised. A whole day every 
fortnight for teachers to plan lessons at home has just been 

suggested: the provision of more flexible working patterns as a 
means to retain staff (Martin, 2024). Ofsted will no longer issue 
single word judgements and, at the moment that I write, it is 
announced that schools many no longer use Ofsted logos on their 
promotional materials (Cumiskey, 2024). Is this a reflection on the 
degree to which the Department for Education is now going to trust 
schools and teachers more, treat them with fairness and usher in a 
new age of agency and empowerment rather than compliance and 
hyper-accountability? We wait and see.
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Many articles for the Journal of Classics Teaching start up as 
conference pieces or teach-meet talks or presentations at staff 
meetings. The Editor always welcomes interesting or novel pieces, 
as well as articles which simply describe good teaching practice or 
events or things of interest to other teachers. Readers should feel 
confident to submit articles in the usual way to the Classical 
Association.

Submitting an article to JCT
The Journal of Classics Teaching is the leading journal for teachers 
of Latin, Ancient Greek, Classical Civilisation and Ancient History 
in the UK. It originated as the voice of the Joint Association of 
Classical Teachers in 1963 under the title Didaskalos, being renamed 
Hesperiam over the years, and finally JCT. It has a broadly-based 
membership including teachers in the primary, secondary and 
tertiary education sectors. JCT welcomes articles, news and reports 
about Classics teaching and items of interest to teachers of Classics 
both from the UK and abroad. If you wish to submit an article, it 
should be sent to the JCT Editor, c/o the Classical Association.

Articles are welcome on classroom teaching practice or on studies 
about the teaching and learning of Classics in the UK and abroad 

should be up to 7,000 words. There should be clear pedagogical or 
academic content. News and reports of events of general interest to 
teachers of Classics should be between 1,000 and 2,000 words.

For 50 years JCT and its predecessors were published in hard 
copy and made available to members of the Joint Association of 
Classical Teachers. From 2015 JCT has been available freely online, 
generously supported by the Classical Association.
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