Oral Tradition as History

Jan Vansina. Oral Tradition, published in 1961, was hailed internationally
as a pioneering work in the field of ethno-history. Now, Jan Vansina—
with the benefit of two decades of additional thought and research —has
revised the original work substantially, completely rewriting some sections
and adding much new material. The result is essentially a new work,
indispensable to all students and scholars of history, anthropology, folklore,
and ethno-history who are concerned with the transmission and potential
uses of oral material.

July 1985. Cloth $22.50; paperback $9.75.

West Africa Partitioned

VOLUME 1I: THE ELEPHANTS AND THE GRASS

John D. Hargreaves. This is the second and concluding volume of the
author’s thorough study of the partitioning of West Africa by European
powers in the late nineteenth century. During the period 1890-98, the
Europeans, under social and economic pressures from their homelands,
finally gave up their attempts to modernize Africa peacefully and turned to
the Maxim gun. The subtitle is adapted from an African folk-saying used to
describe the period: “When elephants fight it is the grass that gets trampled’’
May 1985. Cloth $35.00.

The Rise and Decline

of the Zairian State

Crawtord Young and Thomas Edwin Turner. In this broadly researched
study, Young and Turner examine the political history of Mobutu’s Zaire,
looking at critical structures and patterns of societal flux, inequality,

and cleavage, in particular the urban-rural nexus, the problematic of class
formation, and the fluid patterns of cultural pluralism. Their thorough
research and informed analysis will do much to illuminate the political
workings of a major African state long considered an enigma by most
Western observers.

June 1985. Cloth $37.50.
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IN TROPICAL AFRICA AND THE ADJACENT ISLANDS

The forthcoming issves - 91 & 92 - will include
articles, essays and controversies on :
« Moslem Brotherhoods in West Africa
« Corporatism and Colonialism in Mozambique
o Accommodation to Poverty in Madagascar
» Ecstatic Cults and Therapy in Gabon
» Socio-economic Change and Trade in [9th-Century Ungonde
« Slave and Palm Produce Trade in South-eastern Nigeria
« Dar Sila, The Sultanate in Precolonial Times

« « Génie du paganisme » by M. Augé

Editorial Office : EHESS, 54 boulevard Raspail, 75006 Paris
Subscriptions and Sale: CID, 131 boulevard Saint-Michel, 75005 Paris
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CONTRIBUTIONS

Contributions to the Journal are welcomed. They may be submitted in
either English or French. They should not exceed about 6ooo words
(excluding footnotes), except with the prior approval of the Editors. A
summary of the contents of the article, not exceeding about 300 words in
length, should be attached on a separate sheet. Contributors are asked to
observe closely the conventions listed in the Notes for Contributors,
Vol. XV, pp. 173-4. It is essential that contributors observe these con-
ventions, as the Journal now goes straight into page proof. This severely
limits the number of corrections which are possible.

Page proofs will be sent, if necessary by airmail, to each contributor
(or his nominee) provided that the Editors have been given an address
through which he can be reached without delay. Corrections should be
kept to the minimum, and should be corrections, not new material. If they
are to be incorporated in the master proof corrected by the Editors, it is
important that the contributor should return the page proofs, by airmail if
necessary, to the Editor named when they are sent out (and not to the
Cambridge University Press), within ten days of his receipt of them.

Contributors of articles and review articles receive 25 free offprints.
Additional offprints may be obtained at reasonable cost, provided that
they are ordered before publication on the special form sent out with the
page proofs.

All contributions and books for review should be addressed to The
Editors, The Journal of African History, School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London, London, w.c.1E 7HP.
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