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FORTY YEARS OF THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
In 2010 the 40th volume of the British Journal of Political Science will be published. From its inception in 1971, 
the editorial team has been drawn from the Department of Government at the University of Essex in Colchester. 
John Ball, radical priest and leader of the Peasant’s Revolt in 1381, is arguably the most significant political 
figure associated with Colchester, which he lived in for a period. In a sermon at Blackheath to peasants marching 
on London he is reported to have said:

When Adam delved and Eve span, Who was then the gentleman? From the beginning all men by nature were 
created alike, and our bondage or servitude came in by the unjust oppression of naughty men. For if God would 
have had any bondmen from the beginning, he would have appointed who should be bond, and who free. 

In 1892 William Morris’ Kelmscott Press published a frontpiece to A Dream of John Ball and a King’s Lesson 
designed by Edward Burne Jones with lettering by Morris. To celebrate the the 40th volume each issue will have a 
special cover incorporating a work of art chosen by the editors. We have chosen this frontpiece to reflect the long 
tradition of radical political thought in England and associations with Colchester. The British Journal of Political 
Science would like to thank the William Morris Society for the use of A Dream of John Ball and a King’s Lesson.

Editorial Board

Copyeditor: Heather Bliss

For Notes for Contributors please see inside back cover. Note that contributions should be sent to the Editors, 
not to the Copyeditor or to Cambridge University Press.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The British Journal of Political Science is an independent journal, whose policy is set by its editorial board. It is 
committed to no methodological orthodoxy over and above the normal canons of scholarship: clear and consistent 
use of words, logical and mathematical validity, and the use of appropriate evidence to substantiate empirical 
statements. Contributions are invited in all fields of political science and political theory, except the history of 
political thought. Innovative and authoritative work addressed to problems of general significance to students of 
politics will be published whatever the period(s) or place(s) drawn upon for evidence. The Editors reserve the right 
to decline articles if, according to their own judgement, they are inconsistent with editorial policy.
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British Journal of Political Science (ISSN 0007–1234) is published four times a year in January, April, July 
and October. The 2010 subscription price (excluding VAT) of a volume, which includes print and electronic 
access, is £257.00 (US $449.00 in USA, Canada and Mexico); £32.00 (US $50.00) for individuals, which 
includes print only, ordering direct from the publishers and certifying that the journal is for their personal use. 
The electronic-only price available to institutional subscribers is £224.00 (US $399.00 in USA, Canada and 
Mexico). Single parts are £70.00 net (US $115.00 in USA, Canada and Mexico) plus postage. EU subscribers 
(outside the UK) who are not registered for VAT should add VAT at their country’s rate. VAT registered 
members should provide their VAT registration number. Japanese prices for institutions (including ASP 
delivery) are available from Kinokuniya Company Ltd, P.O. Box 55, Chitose, Tokyo 156, Japan.
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Brook Hill Drive, West Nyack, New York 10994–2133.
Claims for missing issues will be considered only if made immediately upon receipt of the subsequent issue.
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