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The Undivine Comedy

Detheologizing Dante
Teodolinda Barolini

Accepting Dante’s prophetic truth claims on their own terms, Teodolinda
Barolini proposes a “detheologized” reading as a global new approach to the
Divine Comedy. Not aimed at excising theological concerns from Dante, this
approach attempts to break out of the hermeneutic guidelines that Dante
structured into his poem.

“...a vigorous, perceptive contribution to our reading of Dante’s work
and to our understanding of the problems he confronted as a narrative
poet. . .. Barolini has given us a buoyant, gutsy, learned book and a
wonderful journey through Dante’s journeying.”—Allen Mandelbaum,

Wake Forest University
Paper: $16.95 ISBN 0-691-01528-7 Cloth: $49.50 ISBN 0-691-06953-0

Dante’s Vision and the
Circle of Knowledge

Giuseppe Mazzotta

In a masterly synthesis of historical and literary analysis, Giuseppe Mazzotta shows how medieval knowledge
systems—the cycle of the liberal arts, ethics, politics, and theology—interacted with poetry and elevated the Divine
Comedy to a central position in shaping all other forms of discursive knowledge. To trace the circle of Dante’s intellectual
concemns, Mazzotta examines the structure and aims of medieval encyclopedias; the medieval classification of knowl-
edge; the battle of the arts; the role of the imagination; the tension between knowledge and vision; and Dante’s theologi-
cal speculations in his constitution of what Mazzotta calls aesthetic, ludic theology.

“Giuseppe Mazzotta treats many of the most debated issues in medieval thought with great sophistication.
His rethinking of such themes as war, love, exile, justice, and imagination leads to a profound
reconceptualization of Dante’s poetry, its ambitions, and its achievements.”—Rachel Jacoff, Wellesley College
Cloth: $37.50 ISBN 0-691-06966-2

Changing Perspectives in
Literature and the Visual
Arts, 1650-1820

Murray Roston

Continuing with the theme of his work Renaissance Perspectives in Literature and
the Visual Arts, Murray Roston applies to a later period the same critical principle: that
for each generation there exists a central complex of inherited ideas and urgent
contemporary concerns to which creative artists and writers respond in unique ways.
Here he relates leading English writers and literary modes to contemporary develop-
ments in architecture, painting, and sculpture.

“A sumptuous book. . . . Clearly and gracefully written and cogently argued.

... Outstanding.”—Choice

Now in paper: $24.95 ISBN 0-691-01539-2

Princeton University Press
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A Statement of Editorial Policy

PMLA welcomes essays of interest to those concerned with the study of language and
literature. As the publication of a large and heterogeneous association, the journal is
receptive to a variety of topics, whether general or specific, and to all scholarly methods
and theoretical perspectives. The ideal PMLA essay exemplifies the best of its kind,
whatever the kind; addresses a significant problem; draws out clearly the implications
of its findings; and engages the attention of its audience through a concise, readable
presentation. Manuscripts in languages other than English are accepted for review but
must be accompanied by a detailed summary in English (generally of 1,000-1,500
words) and must be translated into English if they are recommended to the Editorial
Board. Articles of fewer than 2,500 words or more than 9,000 words are not considered
for publication. The word count includes notes but excludes translations, which should
accompany foreign language quotations. The MLA urges its contributors to be sensi-
tive to the social implications of language and to seek wording free of discriminatory
overtones,

Only members of the association may submit articles to PM1.A. Each article submitted
is sent to at least one consultant reader and one member of the Advisory Committee.
Articles recommended by these readers are then sent to the members of the Editorial
Board, who meet periodically with the editor to make final decisions. Until a final
decision is reached, the author’s name is not made known to consultant readers, to
members of the Advisory Committee and the Editorial Board, or to the editor.

Submissions, prepared according to The MLA Style Manual, should be sent in du-
plicate and addressed to the Managing Editor, PMLA, Modern Language Association,
10 Astor Place, New York, NY 10003-6981. With each submission please include a
self-addressed envelope and enough postage for both copies to be returned. Authors’
names should not appear on manuscripts; instead, a cover sheet, with the author’s
name and address and the title of the article, should accompany each manuscript.
Authors should not refer to themselves in the first person in the submitted text or notes
if such references would identify them; any necessary references to the author’s previous
work, for example, should be in the third person.

Criticism in Translation

MLA members are invited to submit to the PMLA Editorial Board proposals for trans-
lations. Articles, as well as chapters or sections of books that can function as independent
units, will be considered. The originals may be in any language. Two types of proposals
are welcome: (1) significant scholarship from earlier periods that has not lost its force-
fulness and whose retrieval in English in PMLA would be a noteworthy event for a
broad body of readers or (2) contemporary work of sufficient weight and potential
influence to merit the attention of the field as a whole.

A member who wishes to make a proposal should first ascertain that no previous
English translation exists. The proposer should then provide the managing editor with
the following materials: (1) a photocopy of the original essay, (2) an extended summary
of the entire essay in English, (3) an introductory statement of approximately 1,000
words, prepared in accordance with MLA style, that will be published with the essay
if the essay is accepted, (4) information on the copyright status of the original (if the
translation is accepted for publication, the proposer will be responsible for obtaining
permission to print it). In addition, if the proposer wishes to serve as translator of the
essay or to designate a translator (who must also be an MLA member), a 1,000-word
sample of the translation should be submitted; otherwise the Editorial Board will select
a translator.

The translated essays should normally not exceed PMLA’s 9,000-word limit. The
Editorial Board will approve or decline the proposals, evaluate the quality of the trans-
lations, and cooperate with the proposers and translators.
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