
COGNITIVE ONTOLOGY

The search for the “furniture of the mind” has acquired added impe-
tus with the rise of new technologies to study the brain and identify its 
main structures and processes. Philosophers and scientists are increas-
ingly concerned with understanding the ways in which psychologi-
cal functions relate to brain structures. Meanwhile, the taxonomic 
practices of cognitive scientists are coming under increased scrutiny, 
as researchers ask which of them identify the real kinds of cogni-
tion and which are mere vestiges of folk psychology. Muhammad 
Ali Khalidi presents a naturalistic account of “real kinds” to validate 
some central taxonomic categories in the cognitive domain, includ-
ing concepts, episodic memory, innateness, domain specificity, and 
cognitive bias. He argues that cognitive kinds are often individu-
ated relationally, with reference to the environment and etiology of 
the thinking subject, whereas neural kinds tend to be individuated 
intrinsically, resulting in crosscutting relationships among cognitive 
and neural categories.

Muhammad Ali Khalidi is Presidential Professor of Philosophy 
at the Graduate Center, City University of New York. His book 
Natural Categories and Human Kinds was published by Cambridge 
in 2013.

Published online by Cambridge University Press



Published online by Cambridge University Press



COGNIT I V E ON TOLOGY
Taxonomic Practices in the Mind–Brain Sciences

MUH A MM A D A LI K H A LIDI
Graduate Center, City University of New York

Published online by Cambridge University Press



University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, ny 10006, usa

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of  
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009223669

doi: 10.1017/9781009223645

© Muhammad Ali Khalidi 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception  
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,  
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written  

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2023

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Khalidi, Muhammad Ali (Professor of philosophy), author. 

Title: Cognitive ontology : taxonomic practices in the mind–brain sciences  
/ Professor Muhammad Ali Khalidi.  

Description: New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, 2022. |  
Includes bibliographical references and index.  

Identifiers: LCCN 2022025094 |  
ISBN 9781009223669 (hardback) | ISBN 9781009223645 (ebook)  

Subjects: LCSH: Cognitive science. | Cognitive psychology. | Philosophy of mind.  
Classification: LCC BF311 .K42 2022 | DDC 153–dc23/eng/20220824  

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022025094

isbn 978-1-009-22366-9 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of  
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication  

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,  
accurate or appropriate.

Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781009223669
https://lccn.loc.gov/2022025094
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009223645

